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Section C. 5.

The Marshall University Story

History

(http://www.marshall.edu/www/aboutmu.asp)

The campus of Marshall University is located in
Huntington, West Virginia, just across the Ohio River from
Ohio, and thirteen miles from the Kentucky border. It is
served by rail, air and highway transportation.

Marshall University traces its origin to 1837, when
residents of the community of Guyandotte and the farming
country nearby decided their youngsters needed a school
that would be in session more than three months a year.
Tradition has it that they met at the home of lawyer John
Laidley, planned their school, and named it Marshall
Academy in honor of Laidley’s friend, the late Chief
Justice John Marshall. At the spot called Maple Grove
they chose one and one-quarter acres of land on which
stood a small log building known as Mount Hebron
Church. It had been the site of a three-month subscription
school and remained that for another term. Eventually $40
was paid for the site.

On March 30, 1838, the Virginia General Assembly
formally incorporated Marshall Academy. Its first full
term was conducted in 1838-39. For decades the fledgling
school faced serious problems, most of them financial.
The Civil War forced it to close for several years, but in
1867 the West Virginia Legislature renewed its vitality by
creating the State Normal School at Marshall College to
train teachers. This eased Marshall’s problems somewhat,
but it was not until the tenure of President Lawrence J.
Corbly during 1896-1915 that the college began its real
growth. In 1907, enrollment exceeded 1,000.

Since then Marshall’s expansion has been consistent and
sometimes spectacular. The College of Education, first
called Teachers College, was organized in 1920 and the
first college degree was awarded in 1921. The College of
Education was expanded in 1997 to include Professional
Development; its name then changed to the College of
Education and Human Services. The College of Arts and
Sciences was formed in 1924, and the Graduate School
was organized in 1948. The College of Applied Science
came into being in 1960; the School of Business was
formed in 1969. These were merged into the College of
Business and Applied Science in 1972. The School of
Medicine and Associated Health Professions was
established in 1974, which became the Joan C. Edwards
School of Medicine in 2000. The Community College was
organized in 1975 and became the Community and
Technical College in 1991. In 2003, the Marshall

Community and Technical College became an
administratively linked, separately accredited institution.
The College of Science was authorized by the Board of
Regents in 1976. In 1977, the Board approved a change of
name for the College of Arts and Sciences to the College
of Liberal Arts, and for the College of Business and
Applied Science to the College of Business which became
the Elizabeth McDowell Lewis College of Business in
1996. In 1978, the School of Nursing was established as a
separate entity and in 1998 was renamed the College of
Nursing and Health Professions and again in 2004 became
the College of Health Professions. The W. Page Pitt
School of Journalism and Mass Communications was
recognized as an independent school in 1998. The College
of Fine Arts was established in 1984. In 1999, the College
of Information Technology and Engineering was
established. Marshall was granted University status in
1961.

In 1997, the West Virginia State Legislature authorized a
merger of Marshall University and the West Virginia
Graduate College, providing a new campus for the
Marshall University in South Charleston.

A significant number of non-credit courses are offered
through the Robert C. Byrd Institute and Professional
Development components of the College of Education and
Human Services. Marshall has taken the lead in delivering
courses to off-campus sites throughout the state, nation,
and world via distance learning with on-line courses.

Since the formation of the West Virginia Board of
Regents in 1969, then under the University of West
Virginia Board of Trustees in 1988, and now the Higher
Education Policy Commission, Marshall has progressed as
an urban-oriented university with regional centers and
statewide mission. As a result of state system support, and
because of its own active leadership and its location in the
thriving Tri-State area, Marshall is a university with
excellent prospects for future development.

Effective July 1, 2008, the Community and Technical
College became a separate institution. In 2009, the John
R. Hall Center for Academic Excellence, home of the
Society of Yeager Scholars in honor of Charles E. (Chuck)
Yeager, (Ret.); John Marshall Scholars; Erma Byrd
Scholars; Hedrick Scholars; and the Honors Program,
became renamed the Honors College.
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