
 M.A. in Latin  
Yearly Assessment Report  December, 2008 
  
 

 

 

 

IA. Program Goals:   

 

The program fills significant needs in West Virginia and surrounding states. It allows 

current Latin teachers to expand their knowledge base and to strengthen their own 

programs. It also contributes to the training of new teachers of Latin on the middle and 

secondary school levels, and prepares students to enter Ph.D. programs in Classical 

Philology. We also encourage students to interact with the larger Classics community and 

gain professional experience by attending and delivering papers at regional and national 

conventions. The M.A. in Latin is not designed to replace the M.A.T. in Latin currently 

offered by Marshall, nor does it guarantee licensing or certification to teach Latin in WV. 

It does, however, allow teachers certified in other disciplines to add Latin as a content 

area, and it will provide additional graduate hours for persons that hold professional 

teaching certification in Latin. 

 

To these ends, each of the outcomes listed below aid in the preparation of our students for 

whichever route they choose. Our primary emphasis is on the study of Latin literature in 

its literary and historical contexts.  However, concomitant with this study is the emphasis 

on oral and written skills.  We emphasize writing in most of our classes, and we expect 

our students to participate informally through daily work and formally through 

presentations.  We also expect a high degree of technological expertise on the part of our 

students, and we require our students to be aware of the electronic resources for the study 

of Latin, Roman culture, history and literary theory, and to use these resources in the 

learning and presentation of material.   

 

 

IB.  Student Learning Outcomes Data Collection:  

 

Thus far we have had three MA Candidates in our program.  One graduated in summer, 

’07, one in spring ’08, and one is scheduled to graduate in fall, ’08. The small number of 

students allows us to know them very well and to assess their progress in some detail. 

Their work involves oral presentation of translation of Latin literature in class, research 

on secondary sources, the writing of graduate-level papers, and, finally, the writing of a 

thesis, which is required of all candidates. Our data comes from 500-level Latin courses, 

CL 620 (Research methods), LAT 640 (special author) and LAT 681 (thesis hours).  We 

do not include data from 600-level courses taught outside our department that students 

may take as electives; nor do we include data from 400-level Greek courses that students 

take to better qualify them for graduate school. 

 

We gather our data from two sources. First, the teachers in the specific classes for a given 

academic year assess the MA students in that class according to the learning outcomes 

specified below. Their results are in our grid. Second, this fall we sent a questionnaire to 

our three students that asked them to assess themselves according to our student learning 

outcomes. Their comments are included after the grid.  
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IIA.  Assessment: 

 

 

 

 

OUTCOME METHOD OF 

ASSESSMENT 

BENCHMARKS RESULTS ANALYSIS/PLANNED 

ACTIONS 

1. (A) Dem onst r at e 

t he ab ilit y t o  r ead  

Lat in  lit er at ur e and  

t o  exp lain  

gr am m at ical 

concep t s. 

Class w ork t hat  

em phasizes 

t ranslat ion , 

gr am m ar , and  

d iscussion . 

(A) Gr ad ing cr it er ia 

f or  or al and  w r it t en  

class assignm ent s 

and  recit at ion .  80% 

o f  st udent s should  

p er f o rm  at  t he level 

o f  B or  above. 

St udent s exceeded  

expect at ions. 

We expect  our  

gr ad uat e st udent s t o  

r ead  at  a f ast er  pace 

t han  our  

undergrad uat e, b ut  

w e w an t  t o  ensur e 

t hat  t hey can  r ead  at  

a pace t hat  is 

r eq uir ed  of  a PhD 

p rogr am .  We need  

t o  w ork on  t h is goal 

m ore. 

2.  Dem onst rat e skill 

at  t he or al r ead ing 

o f  Lat in  p oet r y and  

p rose using 

appr opr iat e 

p ronunciat ion  and  

m et r ical f or m s. 

Class w ork t hat  

em phasizes t he or al 

r ead ing of  Lat in  

p oet r y and  p r ose.  

Or al r ead ing as p ar t  

o f  t he st ud en t ’s 

p resen t at ion  o f  MA 

t hesis. 

Grad ing cr it er ia f or  

o ral r ecit at ion .  80% 

o f  st udent s should  

p er f o rm  at  t he level 

o f  B or  above. 

St udent s per f o rm ed  

f rom  def icient  t o  

excellen t  levels. 

We have d iscovered  

a def iciency in  t h is 

area.  We are 

cur r en t ly analyzing 

it s cause and  w ill 

w ork t o  incor por at e 

m ore oral r ead ing 

in t o  classroom  w ork. 

3.  Dem onst rat e in  

o ral and  w r it t en  

f or m  t he ab ilit y t o  

in t erp r et  b ot h  p r ose 

and  poet ic 

lit er at ur e, b y 

show ing aw areness 

o f  and  exp er t ise at  

em p loying specif ic 

r ecogn ized  lit er ar y 

in t erp r et at ive 

t heor ies or  

m et hod o logies 

Or al p resent at ions 

and  lit erar y cr it ical 

analyses t hat  

in t erp r et  Lat in  

lit er at ur e and  it s 

socio -h ist or ical 

cont ext s. 

Sp ecif ic guid elines 

and  grad ing cr it er ia 

f or  or al and  w r it t en  

class p ro ject s . 80% 

o f  st udent s should  

p er f o rm  at  t he level 

o f  B or  above. 

St udent s exceeded  

expect at ions. 

Our  st udent s 

b ecom e ver y w ell 

gr ound ed  in  

secondar y lit er at ur e, 

lar gely b ecause t hat  

is an  em p hasis o f  our  

ow n r esear ch .  
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4. Dem onst rat e in  

o ral and  w r it t en  

f or m  special r ead ing 

and  int erp ret ive 

skills in  one chosen   

Lat in  aut hor , using 

im p or t an t  secondar y 

lit er at ur e  

Class d iscussion , or al 

p resen t at ions and  

lit er ar y cr it ical 

analyses t hat  p lace 

t he chosen  aut hor  

and  w or ks in  t heir  

cult ur al and  lit er ar y 

cont ext s. 

Sp ecif ic guid elines 

and  grad ing cr it er ia 

f or  or al and  w r it t en  

class p ro ject s.  80% 

o f  st udent s should  

p er f o rm  at  t he level 

o f  B or  above. 

St udent s exceeded  

expect at ions. 

Bo t h  o f  our  special 

aut hor  courses w er e 

t aught  in  sum m er  

t er m s, and  st ud en t s 

r ead  lar ge q uan t it ies 

o f  p r im ar y and  

secondar y aut hors in  

a shor t  sp ace o f  

t im e.  We f elt  t hat  

t heir  w or k load  

appr oached  t hat  

r eq uir ed  of  PhD 

p rogr am s.    

5.  Syn t hesize Lat in  

r ead ing skills and  

d em onst rat e 

p ro f iciency in  

cur r en t  lit er ar y 

t heor y and  in  

st andard  r esear ch  

t oo ls of  t he f ield  t o  

cr eat e an  ext ended  

p iece of  research  

show ing 

independ ent  and  

o r ig inal t h inking  

Successf ul Mast er ’s 

Thesis; successf ul 

o ral p r esent at ion  o f  

Mast er ’s Thesis 

Sp ecif ic guid elines 

and  req uirem ent s 

f or  a Mast er ’s Thesis.  

80% of  st ud en t s 

should  p er f o rm  at  

t he level of  B or  

above. 

St udent s exceeded  

expect at ions. 

We are ver y p leased  

w it h  t he t heses t hat  

our  st udent s have 

p rod uced .  All t hr ee 

had  issues in it ially, 

b ut  all p r od uced  

p o lished  f in ished  

p rod uct s.   

 

IIB.  Student Comments: 

 

Here is the questionnaire that we sent our MA candidates.  Only two of the three students 

have responded.  If I receive a response from the third, I will update. 

 

MA Assessment Questions 

 

These questions are based on the outcomes we have developed for our MA program.  

Please answer as completely as possible.  Your answers will anonymously become part of 

our annual assessment report.  Please assess your abilities in these areas and whether 

and/or how they improved as a result of our MA program: 

 

1.  The ability to read Latin literature and to explain grammatical concepts; 

Of the five assessment areas addressed, I am the strongest in this area.  The MA program 

improved my skills by increasing the speed with which I read Latin and by exposing me to 

the grammatical idiosyncrasies of various authors. 

 

This area was greatly improved, especially explaining grammatical concepts.  Part of the 

benefits of taking grad classes mixed with undergrad classes is that there is still a focus 

on grammatical concepts that may be lacking in solely grad classes.  In addition, the 

commentary projects of Dr. Chrol are beneficial because you have to analyze every single 
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grammatical concept in a passage that could be relevant to a reader rather than just on 

something you may have trouble with while translating. 

 

 

2. The ability to read Latin poetry and prose orally; 

I am capable of pronouncing Latin, but have difficulty reading in meter.  Since the focus of 

the MA program was reading and interpreting literature, not speaking the language, my oral 

skills were not changed by the program. 

 

Reading Latin prose orally was focused on, but there needs to be a higher focus on 

reading Latin poetry orally especially at a grad level.  Meter and reading Latin poetry 

orally were discussed, but more on the level of an undergrad course, i.e. just as an 

introduction and in order that a basic understanding is achieved.  For this reason, I do not 

feel my ability to read Latin poetry orally has improved nor has my confidence in doing 

so improved either. 
 

 

3. The ability, in oral and written form, to interpret both prose and poetic literature, by 

showing awareness of and expertise at employing specific recognized literary 

interpretive theories or methodologies; 

 

I struggle with interpreting literature using recognized theories and methodologies.  

Although the MA program taught me to read secondary sources and identify which theory 

or methodology was used by a researcher to analyze literature, it is difficult for me to pick a 

theory or methodology and apply it. 

 

This ability was improved in written form because interpreting a piece of literature was 

still a part of each grad class I took.  This ability in oral form to a certain extent, but I 

think there needs to be a stronger focus in certain classes on interpreting the literature 

instead of just translating it and understanding the grammatical concepts.  However, part 

of the reason for the lack in this particular area is that the classes consist of different 

levels of Latin students and the focus usually has to be on translating.  The extra grad 

portions of grad classes focus on this area, but not enough throughout the semester for 

each class.  The on-line Ovid class that I first took had a strong focus on interpreting the 

text, and I think more grad only classes should be offered, possibly on-line to 

accommodate teachers schedules, to focus on this area more. 
 

 

4.  The ability, in oral and written form, to form special reading and interpretive skills in 

one chosen Latin author, using important secondary literature; 
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I am quite capable in my ability to read and interpret the work of one author due to the 

requirements of the MA program’s literature courses.  Each literature course involved 

analyzing secondary sources and relating the analysis to current readings.  The analysis 

occurred throughout the semester, as short papers and presentations, and culminated with 

the final paper and presentation. 

 

This area was improved, especially by taking the methodology class.  Also, in almost all 

my other grad classes, the importance of secondary literature for an author was a focus 

for grad students when it wasn't for the undergrad students.  For example, there would be 

extra assignments like reading important articles on the author we were reading or 

looking for secondary sources to use in a paper that had to be written for the class.  The 

only area this element could be improved upon is to learn as a grad student who the major 

scholars of a particular Latin author are that have made fundamental contributions to the 

study of a particular author. 

 

 

5. The ability to synthesize Latin reading skills, to demonstrate proficiency in current 

literary theory and standard research tools of the field to create an extended piece of 

research showing independent and original thinking. 

 

The thesis requirement of the MA program made me realize that I am moderately capable in 

this area.  Although I am very creative in my analysis of literature, I lack the ability to tie my 

original ideas with current literary theory and standard research tools of the field (I believe 

this is related to my shortcomings in assessment question #3).  I do not think that my 

deficiency could have been improved by additional coursework or change in the program 

requirements.  In order to develop that skill, I simply need to continue reading and writing. 

 

This area remained about the same for me, but only because as an undergrad I was 

already using the research tools of the field (such as L'Annee Philogique) when writing 

papers in order to search for secondary sources.  In certain classes, there could have 

been a stronger focus on searching for secondary sources myself as part of the grad 

extra portion of the class rather than the professor giving me articles to read.   

IIC.  Assessment of the assessment and plans for the current year: 

 

AY 2007-2008 is the first academic year for which we have provided a program 

assessment based for our Latin MA. Our plan for AY 2008-2009 is to examine our 

process now that is has been in place for one report, to consider what, if any, program 

changes need to be made,  to revise our outcomes if necessary, and to consider other 

ways of gathering data.   

 


