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INTRODUCTION

The West Virginia Legislature passed Senate Bill 653 during the 1999 legislature.  Page 19 Lines 12-23 outline core competencies for students matriculating in West Virginia Colleges and Universities.  This section reads:


(D) College graduates meet or exceed national and international standards for skill levels in Reading, oral and written communication, mathematics, critical thinking, science and technology, research and human relations;


(E) College graduates meet or exceed national and international standards for performance in their fields through national accreditation of programs and through outcomes assessment of graduates; and


(F) Admission and exit standards for students, professional staff development, program assessment and evaluation and other incentives are used to improve teaching and learning. (P. 19, Senate Bill 653)

The West Virginia Legislature passed Senate Bill 448 during the 2004 legislative session.  Section 18b.-1-1a–Governance outlines the core competencies.  They remain the same as the 1999 legislation.   This excerpt may be found on page 15, lines 6-16.


The WV System Core Competencies Committee has identified the following areas which are outlined below: (1) Essential Skills Measurable within the current curriculum: (1.1) Critical Thinking Skills; (1.2) Oral and Written Communication Skills; (1.3) Mathematical Skills/Competencies; (1.4) Informational Access/Literacy Skills; (1.5) Scientific Inquiry and Research Skills; (1.6) A Cultural, Artistic, and Global Perspective; (1.7) Capstone Experience
;  (2) Qualities which should be fostered by the College/University Experience: (2.1) Responsible Citizenship, Leadership, and Public Service; (2.2) An Ethical Construct; and (2.3) Health and Wellness Skills.  Outlined within each competency area are the goals, outcomes, component areas criteria, and measures Marshall University has identified in its NCA Assessment Plan and subsequent component area assessment plans.  This information has been expanded upon to indicate more of the specifics of what the System has identified.

System Core Competencies

1. 
Essential Skills Measurable within the Current Curriculum

1.1  
Critical Thinking Skills


1.2
Oral and Written Communication Skills

1.3
Mathematical Skills/Competency

1.4
Informational Access/Literacy Skills: 

1.5
Scientific Inquiry and Research Skills

1.6
A Cultural, Artistic, and Global Perspective

1.7
Capstone Experience

2.  Qualities which should be fostered by the College/University Experience

2.1
Responsible Citizenship, Leadership and Public Service

2.2
An Ethical Construct


2.3
Health and Wellness Skills

2.  Qualities which should be fostered by the College/University Experience
2.1
Responsible Citizenship, Leadership and Public Service

Upon graduation a baccalaureate student should (3) evaluate the influences that help shape individuals, institutions, and societies.


GOAL:
To create an awareness of cultural points of view as well as strategies for crossing disciplinary boundaries in effective ways.


OUTCOME:
When a student completes the GER at MY she/he should have the following abilities:





4.      Collaborative working skills;





5.      A need for life-long learning.


COMPONENT AREA:
None


CRITERIA:


[The University System guidelines on citizenship education list mentoring of K-12 and beginning college students as an example of student services.]


MEASURES:


Entry Level:



Mid-Level:



Exit Level:

2.2
An Ethical Construct

Upon graduate a baccalaureate student should (4) understand the values, achievements, and aesthetic contributions of past and present cultures.


GOAL:

6.     To create an awareness of cultural points of view as wellas strategies for crossing disciplinary boundaries in effective ways.


OUTCOME:

When a student completes the GER at MU he/she should have the following abilities:






1.     Effective Communication Skills






3.     Problem Solving/Decision Making Skills






4.     Collaborative Working Skills






9.      A need for Life-Long Learning.

COMPONENT AREA:

All Areas


CRITERIA:

MEASURES:


Entry Level:



Mid-Level:



Exit Level:
2.3
Health and Wellness Skills.

Upon graduation a baccalaureate student should


GOAL:

OUTCOME:










COMPONENT AREA:

MEASURES:


Entry Level


Mid-Level:



Exit Level:

MEASURING INSTRUMENTS:
Marshall University Core Outcomes

The Marshall University Mission Statement reads:


Marshall University is a multi-campus public university providing innovative undergraduate and graduate education that contributes to the development of society and the individual.  The University actively facilitates learning through the preservation, discovery, synthesis, and dissemination of knowledge.


Marshall University will

$ 


provide affordable, high quality undergraduate and graduate education appropriate for the state and region;

$ 


provide services and resources to promote student learning, retention, and academic success;

$ 


...

$ 


educate a citizenry capable of living and working effectively in a global environment;

$ 


...

$ 


further the intellectual, artistic, and cultural life of the community and region; and

$ 


adhere to the Marshall University Creed and to the Statement of Ethics.


Marshall University students will have the opportunity to

$ 


use their knowledge, creativity, and critical thinking skills to make their communities better places in which to live;

$ 


examine critically the many issues facing society and through the process of civil discourse, prepare themselves to become socially responsible individuals who contribute to the betterment of society;

$ 


appreciate and to cultivate diversity, and to value differences;

$ 


participate in activities such as artistic and cultural programs, social nad residential life activities, and intercollegiate/intramural athletic teams; and

$ 


undertake intensive graduate level education in their chosen fields upon admission to graduate school, giving them solid foundations for becoming competent professionals.


In order to comply with state legislation and the Marshall University Mission Statement the following General Studies Core Outcomes have been developed:


Core Outcome 1
Oral and Written Communication Skills


Core Outcome 2
Critical Thinking Skills


Core Outcome 3
Problem Solving/Decision Making Skills


Core Outcome 4
Collaborative Working Skills


Core Outcome 5a
Scientific Inquiry and Research Skills


Core Outcome 5b
Mathematical Skills/Competency


Core Outcome 6
A Cultural and Global Perspective 


Core Outcome 7
Computer Competency and Information Literacy


Core Outcome 8
An Appreciation for the Arts


Core Outcome 9
A need for life-long learning

In order to address the nine core outcomes the following component areas/learning outcomes have been established:

1. 
Oral and Written Communication Skills (Communication Studies, Written Composition, and WAC (writing across the curriculum)

2. 
Mathematics Skills/Competncies

3. 
Integrated Science Competency

4. 
Multicultural Studies

5. 
International Studies

6. 
Computer Competency and Information Literacy

7. 
Fine and Performing Arts Appreciation

8. 
A Capstone Experience


Appendix


The West Virginia Legislature passed Senate Bill 547 during the 1995 legislature.  Section 18B-1-1A includes core competencies for students matriculating in West Virginia Colleges and Universities.  The impetus for this document comes from the list of 34 initiatives outlined by the Board of Trustees, February 23, 1996.  Initiative 2 outlines the basis for the Core Competency Section herein described.


Board of Trustees Initiative 2.  The System will define by May 1, 1997 a common campus-based method of testing a random sample of students before graduation to determine the level of competency in essential areas, identified in statute as reading, oral and written communication, mathematics, critical thinking, science and technology, research and human relations.  The intent is to evaluate the level of student performance as a means to assess the institution’s ability to develop students in these essential areas to a college level of competency.  When first implemented in the 1997-98 year, the goal will be to have 100 percent of all associate and bachelor level graduates achieving the minimum level of performance that is appropriate to a college level degree.  Institutions may well need systems of assessment for entering students to appropriately place students in introductory or developmental courses and to measure the value added in basic competencies through their college work.
�Added by Office of Program Review and Assessment, Fall, 1996.   As per discussions in the Essential Skills Committee Meetings in Charleston, academic year 1995-1996.
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