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Biology Club News

The date and time of the Club’s first meeting of the semester will be posted on flyers around the building.  New officers have been elected for this academic year – congratulations to President Jessie Young, Vice President Kristy Doyle, Secretary Leanna Lester, Treasurer Megan Pletka, and Historian Mikala Shremshock.

To be added to the Club’s email list, send your name and email address to Advisor Frank Gilliam at gilliam@marshall.edu.  New members are always welcome, and even if you are unable to attend the meetings, you will receive email updates about other activities you may be able to fit into your schedule.

BSC Tuition Waivers Awarded for 2005-2006

The BSC Department is pleased to announce the Undergraduate Research Tuition Waiver awardees for this academic year.  Timothy Dotson will work with Dr. Chuck Somerville on Assessment of Antibiotic Resistant and Fecal Indicator Bacteria in the Ohio River, Elizabeth Fet will work with Dr. Suzanne Strait on New Species of Microsyopidae (Primates: Mammalia) from the Dawn of the Eocene, Brandon Messer will work with Dr. Tom Pauley on Natural History and Distribution of Ambystoma barbouri, and Kristopher Reynolds will work with Dr. Jagan Valluri on Characterization of Plant Cell Biomass and Bioactive Compound Production in a Microgravity Based Hydrodynamic Focusing Bioreactor (HFB).

Congratulations to our tuition-waiver awardees, and good luck with your research!  Applications for tuition waivers are available in the main office, S350.  Application materials are collected each spring semester according to the posted deadline.

Tutoring Center Available for Intro Biology, Anatomy, and Physiology

Don’t forget about the BSC Tutoring Center, located in Science Building room 209!  Open hours will be held for students in any BSC 104, 105, 120, and 121 introductory biology course, and specific hours will be held for BSC 227 (Human Anatomy) and BSC 228 (Human Physiology).  The fall hours of operation for the Tutoring Center should be posted on the door of S-209, announced in your classes, and posted on classroom doors by the second week of classes.  The tutors are Graduate Teaching Assistants who are TAs in the courses they tutor.


Please don’t hesitate to come by for help – the tutors will be ready and waiting to assist you!

Reminder – BSC Majors Can NOT Use BSC 104/105 for Credit Within Major

Starting this fall, a student may not use credit from BSC 104 or 105 to count as a replacement for BSC 120 or 121.  The material covered in the majors’ courses is much different than in 104/105, and is critical as a base for the BSC core courses and upper-level courses.  If you are a BSC major, please be sure that you register for BSC 120 and 121.
Do You Want to Earn An Honors Designation for 400-level Courses?

It is possible to earn an honors (H) designation on your transcript for certain 400-level BSC courses that are also offered as 500-level courses.  If you wish to explore this option, approach the instructor of the 400/500-level course(s) in which you are enrolled.  The two of you will discuss the additional work that will be required to earn the honors designation, and you will work out a contract with the instructor that will be approved by the University honors program.  (This may still be done after you are already registered for the course, as long as it is early in the semester.)  In order to enroll for the honors option you must have a minimum 3.3 overall GPA.  More information about Marshall’s Honors Program and the Honors Option is available at the Center for Academic Excellence, located in Old Main 230.  You may also reach the Center at 696-5421.

New BSC Graduate Program in Watershed Resource Sciences

Starting this Fall, the Graduate Program in Biological Sciences will offer both MA and MS degrees in Watershed Resource Sciences, an interdisciplinary program designed for graduates interested in watershed processes, their evaluation and management.  


If you’re interested in the Watershed Resources graduate program, you can contact Dr. Chuck Somerville at 696-2424, or Dr. Mike Little in IST at 696-5446, to discuss the program.  A program description should appear in the updated online catalog around mid-August.
Brag Box - an abbreviated list of recent BSC student and faculty accomplishments:
· M.S. student Gene Chou is participating in the ongoing River Run Project this year.  He will be traveling on the Ohio River from Pittsburgh, PA to Cincinnati, OH aboard the side-wheel riverboat Chattanooga Star.  Gene will be part of a multi-university (Marshall, Thomas More College, Northern Kentucky University, University of Cincinnati, Murray State University) and multidisciplinary research team studying water chemistry, and the micro- and macrobiology of the river.

· BSC senior Tim Dotson is also participating in River Run this year, and will be traveling from Cincinnati, OH to Cairo, IL.
It’s True:  DNA was discovered in 1869 by Swiss Friedrich Mieschler, and its molecular structure was determined by Watson and Crick in 1953.  The first synthetic human chromosome was constructed by US scientists in 1997.
Job Opportunities – details at MU’s Career Services Center, 5th Avenue at 17th Street
· http://www.usajobs.opm.gov is an extensive listing of Federal job openings.

· Don’t forget to check out Marshall’s Career Services Center.  They have listings for permanent jobs, summer jobs, and internships.  They’ll also help you develop your resume, and practice with you so you may improve your interview skills.  Contact Career Services at www.marshall.edu/career-services/, or email them at career-services@marshall.edu.
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	Dr. Frank Gilliam, Biology Club Advisor
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