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Biology Club News

The Club’s upcoming meetings will be Monday, October 10 and Monday, October 24 at 4:30 p.m. in S-382.  The Club is working on a T-shirt design, and as of press time, T-shirt orders will be taken October 17-21 from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. at the west 2nd floor entrance of the Science Building (outside the COS office).


To be added to the Club’s email list, send your name and email address to bioclub@marshall.edu.  New members are always welcome, and even if you are unable to attend the meetings, you will receive email updates about other activities you may be able to fit into your schedule.  For updates on what the Club is doing, be sure to check out the website at http://www.marshall.edu/bioclub.  
Make your ideas heard by joining!

BSC Has a New Chairperson!

In case you hadn’t already noticed, the Department of Biological Sciences has a new Chairperson, Dr. Chuck Somerville.  Our former Chairperson, Dr. Laura Jenski, has moved on to become the Vice President for Research at the University of South Dakota.  

Dr. Somerville has been an active member of the Department, mentoring numerous undergraduates through capstone and independent study projects while also graduating several Master’s students.  Dr. Somerville is a core participant in the Ohio River Run, a cooperative, multi-university (Marshall, Thomas More College, Northern Kentucky University, University of Cincinnati, and Murray State University), and multidisciplinary research team of faculty and students studying water chemistry, and the micro- and macrobiology of the Ohio River.  

Dr. Somerville can be contacted at somervil@marshall.edu, or at 696-6791.
Free Tutoring for CHM 355, Organic Chemistry I

Group tutoring sessions are being arranged for students enrolled in CHM 355.  Tutoring will be held in Science Building room 307.  Check the doors of 307 for posted hours; these hours will also be posted elsewhere and announced in your Chemistry lecture.  Bring your study materials to the sessions!

A Course to Consider: Advanced Methods in Molecular Biology

This coming spring, Dr. Philippe Georgel will offer Special Topics:Advanced Methods in Molecular Biology (BSC 480/580).  This course is designed for Seniors and Graduate students. It is a complement to BSC 450 (Molecular Biology) and is recommended to all students who consider a career in biological sciences.  The goal of the course is to familiarize students with current methods being used in modern molecular biology.  Both molecular (cloning, Southern blotting, and electrophoretic mobility shift assay) and biophysical (mass spectrometry, circular dichroism) approaches of experimental design will be discussed during class.  Examples will be taken directly from the primary literature (there is no text book requirement). 


By learning about those methods, students will be better able to understand and critique published literature.  This course will also prepare students to design their own original experiments for Capstone, Yeager, Independent Study, or Thesis research. 
Drop-in BSC Tutoring Center, Room 209.  Check it out!  

For students enrolled in BSC 104, 105, 120, 121, 227, and/or 228.

Ohio River Basin Meeting Being Held at MU – Students Welcome!

The twenty-first annual scientific symposium of the Ohio River Basin Consortium for Research and Education (ORBCRE) will be hosted by Marshall University from October 26-28, 2005.


The theme of this year’s symposium will be “Managing the Ohio River for Multiple Uses: the challenge of finding a sustainable balance”.  Invited guests will speak during the Basin Resource Management Workshop (October 26) and the Adaptive Management Session (October 27).  Additional platform and poster presentations will be selected from submitted abstracts. 


You do not need to present in order to attend the meetings and engage in discussions with other Ohio River Basin stakeholders.  To make this symposium a success we are seeking the participation of transportation professionals, university researchers, government officials, industry representatives, and conservation groups.  Contact BSC faculty member Dr. Chuck Somerville (304-696-2424) for more information and/or register online at www.marshall.edu/research/ORBCRE2005/.  Your involvement is important!

Brag Box - an abbreviated list of recent BSC student and faculty accomplishments:

· This summer, Joshua Lewis , Thomas Hagerman (both BSC undergrads), and Jennifer Leidy (Biology at Northwestern University) worked in Dr. Philippe Georgel’s laboratory, with support from the NSF and state-supported REU, SURF, and SURE programs. They worked on a cloning project that is part of a structure-function study of the transcription factor GAGA.
· Dr. Victor Fet has published four papers on scorpions in collaboration with US, Swiss, French, and Czech researchers: 1) Evidence for recombination in scorpion mitochondrial DNA (Scorpiones: Buthidae). Proceedings Biological Sciences, 272(1564): 697-704; 2) A new trichobothrial character for the high-level systematics of Buthoidea (Scorpiones: Buthida). Euscorpius, 23:1–40;  3) A new scorpion genus (Scorpiones: Vaejovidae) from Mexico. Euscorpius, 24: 1–13; and 4)The systematic position of the scorpion genera Heteroscorpion Birula, 1903 and Urodacus Peters, 1861 (Scorpiones: Scorpionoidea). Euscorpius, 20: 1-38.  
· Dr. Philippe Georgel has published “Chromatin potentiation of the hsp70 promoter is linked to GAGA factor recruitment “ in the same issue of Biochemistry and Cell Biology, Aug 2005, 83(4): 555-565.
· Nicholas Adkins (IST BS and Dr. Georgel’s former lab technician) and Cotteka Johnson have both been accepted to the BioMedical Science Ph.D. program.  They will pursue the research aspects of their degree programs in Dr. Georgel’s laboratory. 
· Nicholas Adkins (IST BS), Cotteka Johnson, and Dr. Philippe Georgel have co-authored a review entitled “Chromatin remodeling complexes: ATP-dependent machines in action” in the journal Biochemistry and Cell Biology Aug 2005, 83(4): 405-417.  
It’s True:  The microwave was invented after a researcher walked by a radar tube and a chocolate bar melted in his pocket.  Never underestimate the value of paying attention, even to results you weren’t looking for!
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