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Biology Club News

The Biology Club’s officers for this year are President Leanna Lester, Vice-President Megan Pletka, Secretary Nafeeza Hussain, and Treasurer/Historian Jessie Young.  Congratulations to the new officers!  If you see them in your classes, be sure to pass along ideas for Bio Club events.


To receive email updates about Biology Club activities, send your name and email address to bioclub@marshall.edu.  You can also find out what the Club is doing by checking out their website at http://www.marshall.edu/bioclub.  Check the hallways for fliers to find out where and when the first Club meeting of the new semester will be.
Welcome New BSC Faculty Members, Part 1 – Dr. Robin O’Keefe

BSC is happy to welcome two new faculty members this year.  The first one is Dr. Robin O’Keefe. F. Robin O'Keefe received his B.S. in Biology from Stanford University in 1992, where his honors thesis concerned the pollination behavior of alpine butterflies.  This research was performed under an NSF REU grant at the Rocky Mountain Biology Lab in Crested Butte, Colorado.  After graduation Robin worked as a textbook editor for the Addison Wesley publishing company, where he edited high school science textbooks (which he says sounds like more fun than it is!)  Robin attended graduate school at the University of Chicago beginning in 1995, and received his Ph.D. from the Committee on Evolutionary Biology in 2000.  His thesis research concerned convergent evolution in a group of marine reptiles called plesiosaurs.

   For the past six years Dr. O’Keefe has worked at the New York College of Osteopathic Medicine, teaching human anatomy to aspiring osteopathic physicians. He has always preferred teaching undergraduates, however, and is excited to return to undergraduate teaching at Marshall.

    Dr. O’Keefe is an evolutionary biologist who works in fossil vertebrate systems, using methods such as comparative anatomy, systematics, morphometrics, and functional morphology to study convergent evolution in various groups of animals. The aim of this research is to uncover the role of abiotic and biotic constraints on the evolution of vertebrate clades.

    Dr. O’Keefe has an active field program, and has been involved in paleontological field work in Wyoming, Utah, Texas, Madagascar, and Africa. His current research interest is the La Brea tar pit material in Los Angles, California.

Stuffed Cells™ by Zedmalia Wolfe


The scientifically-correct adventures of an archaean, a plant cell, and an animal cell.
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Tutoring Center Available for Intro Biology, Anatomy, and Physiology

The BSC Tutoring Center is located in Science Building room 209.  Tutoring is available for any introductory biology course, and designated hours are also held for both Human Anatomy and Human Physiology.  The tutoring schedule should be announced in classes and posted on S-209 and classroom doors by the second week of classes.  Tutors are TAs in the courses they tutor.


Please don’t hesitate to come by for help – the tutors will be ready and waiting to assist you!

Congratulations to the 2006 BSC Student Award Winners

BSC is happy to announce that Michael Granese was named the Outstanding Biology Student for the 2005-06 academic year, and Kayla Cline was the recipient of the Stanley W. Ash Award for Excellence in Biology.  Congratulations to Michael and Kayla for your hard work!

BSC Tuition Waiver Awarded for 2006-2007

BSC is pleased to announce the Undergraduate Research Tuition Waiver awardee for this academic year.  Erin McMahon will work with Dr. David Mallory on a research project entitled “The Effects of Tribulus terrestris on blood testosterone levels in aged male rats.”  

Congratulations to our tuition-waiver awardee!  Watch the hallways for fliers that announce application deadlines – the main deadline is in the spring, but you can stop by the BSC main office to determine whether there are still fall waivers available.  You must meet certain qualifications, including having a defined research project worked out with a faculty member.  Applications for tuition waivers are available in the BSC main office, S350.
Do You Want to Earn An Honors Designation for 400-level Courses?

It is possible to earn an honors (H) designation on your transcript for certain 400-level BSC courses that are also offered as 500-level courses.  To explore this option, approach the instructor of your 400/500-level course(s).  The two of you will discuss the additional work that will be required to earn the honors designation and will work out a contract that will be approved by the University honors program.  (This may still be done after you have registered for the course, as long as it is early in the semester.)  In order to enroll for the honors option you must have a minimum 3.3 overall GPA.  More information about Marshall’s Honors Program and the Honors Option is available at the Center for Academic Excellence, located in Old Main 230.  You may also reach the Center at 696-5421.

Brag Box - an abbreviated list of recent BSC student and faculty accomplishments:

· Nick Adkins is a Ph.D. student in Marshall’s Biomedical Sciences (BMS) program who started his PhD research in Dr. Georgel’s BSC lab in the Fall of 2005.  This summer, Nick became the first Marshall University student to publish in the prestigious scientific journal Molecular Cell. His collaborative work on HDAC1 and chromatin, two components involved in epigenetic regulation of gene expression, has the potential to lead to a re-evaluation of the current dogma.  The paper is:
Yi Qiu, Yingming Zhao, Matthias Becker, Sam John, Bhavin S. Parekh, Suming Huang, Anindya Hendarwanto, Elisabeth D. Martinez, Yue Chen, Hanxin Lu, Nicholas L. Adkins, Diana A. Stavreva, Malgorzata Wiench, Philippe T. Georgel, R. Louis Schiltz, and Gordon L. Hager.  HDAC1 Acetylation Is Linked to Progressive Modulation of Steroid Receptor-Induced Gene Transcription.  Molecular Cell, 22 (5), pp 669-679, June 9, 2006.
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