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Biology Club News

The Club’s upcoming meetings will be Mondays, October 9 and 23 at 5:00 p.m. in S-382.  


To receive email updates about Biology Club activities, send your name and email address to bioclub@marshall.edu.  You can also find out what the Club is doing by checking out their website at http://www.marshall.edu/bioclub.

Make your ideas heard by joining!

Welcome New BSC Faculty Members, Part 2 – Dr. Chris Burcher

Last month we introduced the first of our new faculty members, Dr. Robin O’Keefe.  This month it’s time to welcome Dr. Chris Burcher, our new Watershed Biologist.


Dr. Chris Burcher started his career with a B.S. in Fisheries Science from Virginia Tech, continued with a M.S. in Biology at Virginia Commonwealth University working with Len Smock, and finished his PhD in 2005 working with Fred Benfield and the Stream Team at Virginia Tech.  Dr. Burcher’s research interests focus on identifying relationships between human activity (e.g., land-use) and aquatic ecosystems.  Dr. Burcher follows a watershed ecosystem approach and incorporates GIS, multivariate statistics, hydrologic modeling, and geomorphology in his research.  An example of his research is forthcoming in the journal Ecology, “The land-cover cascade: relationships coupling land and water”.  When not teaching or doing research, Chris enjoys spending time with his wife and three daughters, and playing mandolin.

Welcome New College of Science Dean/BSC Faculty Member, Dr. Rogerson

The Department is pleased to welcome Dr. Andrew Rogerson, who joins us as Professor of Biology and Dean of the College of Science.  Dr. Rogerson received his doctorate from the University of Stirling, Scotland, and over the last 25 years has worked in several research laboratories and universities including the University of Toronto, the Atlantic Research Laboratory Halifax, the Culture Collection of Algae and Protozoa, Windermere, UK, the University of California at S.B., the University of London, the S.D.School of Mines and Technology, and the Oceanographic Center of Nova Southeastern University, Florida.  He brings a wealth of experience in administration, teaching, and research with a worldly flavor.  Despite a full administrative load associated with his Dean’s position, Dr. Rogerson has a research laboratory in the Department and will teach the occasional course.  He is a eukaryotic microbiologist by training, favoring the naked amoebae when funding allows. However, over the years he has also worked on microbial oil degradation, silicon biomineralization in diatoms, symbiotic associations involving zooxanthellae, assessing the effectiveness of ballast water treatment systems, and fecal contamination of beaches. This has resulted in more than 100 peer-reviewed publications and close to $2 million in external funding.


Dr. Rogerson currently holds an NSF grant with one more year of support (until September 2007). The project is focused on describing the properties of a unique amoeba that lives on the surface of ctenophores (comb jellies).  This work is in partnership with Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute and Auburn University.  Dr. Rogerson is actively looking for a graduate student interested in delving into the mysteries of marine amoebae. You can be find him in the College of Science Office, S-270.

Applications to Become a BSC Graduate TA Are Due By October 15, 2006.
Stuffed Cells™ by Zedmalia Wolfe


The scientifically-correct adventures of an archaean, a plant cell, and an animal cell.
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Congratulations to BSC’s Vickie Crager!

We’re proud to announce that on September 6, 2006, BSC Program Assistant Vickie Crager was named Marshall’s Employee of the Month for August.  Those of us who work with her every day know that this is certainly a well-deserved honor.  Next time you’re in her office for information, overloads, or other help, be sure to congratulate her as well!  Great job, Vickie!
What Are They Doing Now?  An update on BSC alumni
· Nicole Turrill Welch (BSC M.S. 1993) was recently awarded tenure and was promoted to associate professor of biology at Middle Tennessee State University.
· Updates on former Strait lab students: Liz Fet has an internship in Cincinnati with ORSANCO, and Nora Gao will attend the Osteopathic Medical School in Lewisburg.
Brag Box - an abbreviated list of recent BSC student and faculty accomplishments:

· Michael Brewer (BSC graduate student) and Dr. Victor Fet presented a poster on the discovery of a new sensory organ in scorpions at the annual meeting of American Arachnological Society (Baltimore, June 2006).  This study has been published in a Spanish journal as: 
Fet, V., M. S. Brewer, M. E. Soleglad & D. P. A. Neff.  2006. Constellation array: a new sensory structure in scorpions (Arachnida: Scorpiones). Boletín de la Sociedad Entomologica Aragonesa, 38: 269-278.   
· Dr. Frank Gilliam has had the following research accepted for publication:  Gilliam FS. 2006. Response of the herbaceous layer of forest ecosystems to excess nitrogen deposition. Journal of Ecology 94:in press.

· Dr. Suzanne Strait  has received a $532,000 grant from the National Science Foundation to develop an on-line virtual library of fossil mammals. Check out her lab’s web site and watch the virtual library develop (http://paleoview3d.org).  Congratulations, Dr. Strait!
· Dr. Suzanne Strait and BSC graduate student Nick Smith went to the International Meetings of Climate and Biota of the Paleogene in Bilbao, Spain, in June to present their research.
It’s True:  Experiments With Fruit Quality Improvement Lead To New Approach For Halting Spread Of Cancer Cells  Experimental work aimed at improving the quality of fruit has led to the discovery by Hebrew University of Jerusalem agricultural researchers of a promising new avenue of drug treatment for halting the growth and spread of cancer cells in animals and humans.

Their approach has been shown to inhibit the malignant cells without affecting normal cells and without the severe side effects of traditional treatments such as radiation and chemotherapy. The strategy involves isolating the malignant tumor from its nutritional and oxygen supplies, thereby halting its growth and stopping metastases (spread of cancer cells to other parts of the body).

Source, and more information:  http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2006/07/060703210842.htm
	Selected BSC Contact Information

	Dr. Frank Gilliam, Biology Club Advisor
	S-380
	696-3636
	gilliam@marshall.edu

	Dr. Chuck Somerville
	S-350
	696-6791
	somervil@marshall.edu

	Dr. Nicki LoCascio, Capstone Advisor
	S-122A
	696-3975
	locascio@marshall.edu

	Susan Weinstein, BSC News
	S-204
	696-2428
	weinstei@marshall.edu

	TA applications, u-grad tuition waiver forms, BSC office
	S-350
	696-3148
	smithmj@marshall.edu
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