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Biology Club News

The Club will meet at 5 p.m. Wednesdays January 17 and 31 in S-382.  To join the Club’s listserv, send your name and email address to bioclub@marshall.edu.  You can then participate in conversations and receive updates about Club activities.
Paid Freshwater Mussel Research Opportunity for Grad or U-grad Students

BSC faculty Chris Burcher and Jeff Kovatch received a NASA WV Space Grant Consortium and MU grant to support research on freshwater mussels.  Several hourly positions for undergraduate or graduate students interested in aquatic ecology, environmental toxicology, animal physiology, or behavior are available for spring semester 2007, with potential to continue through summer 2007.  Schedules are flexible with regard to day of the week (weekends available), time of day (days or evenings), and hours per week (5-10 h w-1); we will accommodate your schedule.  If your schedule is too hectic and you would still like some experience, volunteers are also welcome!  Initial activities will focus on establishing a small aquaculture facility with experimental manipulations to follow.  Interested students please contact Chris (burcher@marshall.edu) or Jeff (kovatch@marshall.edu).
Congratulations to Student and Faculty NASA Scholarship Awardees!

The following BSC undergraduate student-faculty pairs have been awarded NASA-sponsored funding for research projects:  Nitisha Mulpuri/Dr. Simon Collier for Role of the PCP effector gene fritz in actin organization in vertebrate cells; Deborah Preston/Dr. Eric Blough for Muscle Unloading and Chromatin Remodeling; Jennifer Kayser/Dr. Guo-Zhang Zhu for In Vitro Oocyte Meiotic Maturation; Sarah Kelly/Dr. Jagan Valluri and Jacqueline Decker/Dr. Jagan Valluri for Medicinal Plant Cell Cultures in a Microgravity-based Bioreactor; Mia Brown/Dr. Marcia Harrison for Interaction of Ethylene Biosynthesis and Auxin Transport in Plant Gravitropism; Jeremy Cumberledge/Dr. Jagan Valluri for Biopharmaceuticals from plant cell cultures; Sara Chadwick/Dr. Chuck Somerville for Distribution of Antibiotic Resistant Coliform and Fecal Coliform Bacteria in the Ohio River; Adam Sweeney/Dr. Charles Somerville for Investigation of Genetic Linkage of Toxic Heavy Metal Resistance and Antibiotic Resistance in Bacteria; Leanna Lester/Dr. Menashe Cohenford (IST) for A Novel Colorimetric Assay for the Detection of NAD+ and NADP+ Dependent Dehydrogenases

These students will present their research posters in Science Building hallways this spring.
Stuffed Cells™ by Zedmalia Wolfe


The scientifically-correct adventures of an archaean, a plant cell, and an animal cell.

What Are They Doing Now?  An Update on BSC Graduate Tim Ferguson
  We’re happy to provide an update on a recent MU BSC alumnus, Tim Ferguson (BS, 2005).  He is just finishing his first semester of grad school and is doing well in his classes.  He has also recently been hired in the Permitting and Compliance with Potesta, a company he has been with since he graduated.  Recently he has learned about delineation regulations, writing proposals, permits that are needed for the company’s clients, groundwater issues, and he still does some biological sampling.  He says he loves the new work because every day he gets to do something different.  

Tim is actually trying to combine a work project with his Masters thesis project.  Currently he is considering work on a mitigation project that is creating a lake for a housing and resort company.  The lake hasn't been made yet, so Tim is expanding his skills by writing the permit requests to the Department of Environmental Protection and the US Army Corps of Engineers.  Although it takes dedication to work and go to graduate school at the same time, it can also be a great opportunity to relate your education directly to a potential career, apply your classroom learning to real-life situations, and possibly have an employer help pay for graduate school.
Brag Box - an abbreviated list of recent BSC student and faculty accomplishments:
Grants:
· Dr. Eric Blough has received a two-year grant from Novartis Pharmaceutical to fund his study entitled, “Iron induced cardiovascular dysfunction: testing the efficacy of chelation therapy.”  
Publications:
· Teruel, R., V. Fet & M.R. Graham. 2006. The first mitochondrial DNA phylogeny of Cuban Buthidae (Scorpiones: Buthoidea). Boletín de la Sociedad Entomologica Aragonesa, 39: 219–226.
· Fet, V., M.E. Soleglad & M.S. Brewer. 2006. Laterobasal aculear serrations (LAS) in scorpion family Vaejovidae (Scorpiones: Chactoidea). Euscorpius, 45: 1–19.



Both Matt Graham and Mike Brewer are graduate students working at MU with Dr. Victor Fet.
It’s True: Fleas can jump 130 times higher than their own height.  In human terms this is equal to a 6-foot tall person jumping 780 feet into the air.
Job Opportunities – details at MU’s Career Services Center, 5th Avenue at 17th Street
· http://www.usajobs.opm.gov is an extensive listing of Federal job openings.

· Don’t forget to check out Marshall’s Career Services Center.  They have listings for permanent jobs, summer jobs, and internships.  They’ll also help you develop your resume, and practice with you so you may improve your interview skills.  Contact Career Services at www.marshall.edu/career-services/, or email them at career-services@marshall.edu.

     Hope you all had a 






                                                                               Welcome back!

	Selected BSC Contact Information

	Dr. Frank Gilliam, Biology Club Advisor
	S-380
	696-3636
	gilliam@marshall.edu

	Dr. Chuck Somerville, BSC Chair and Division Head
	S-350
	696-6791
	somervil@marshall.edu

	Dr. Nicki LoCascio, Capstone Advisor
	S-122A
	696-3975
	locascio@marshall.edu

	Susan Weinstein, BSC News
	S-204
	696-2428
	weinstei@marshall.edu

	TA applications, u-grad tuition waiver forms, BSC office
	S-350
	696-3148
	smithmj@marshall.edu
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