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Biology Club News
	The Club’s upcoming meetings will be October 10 and 24, at 4:30 p.m. in S-382.  To join the Club’s listserv, send your name and email address to bioclub@marshall.edu.  You can then participate in conversations and receive updates about Club activities.  Make your ideas heard by joining!

Career Fair: October 3, 2007
	The MU Career Center’s Career Extravaganza will be 10:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m., October 3, in the Don Morris Room of the Memorial Student Center. The fair features internships, graduate programs, and job opportunities.  Local and regional employers, and graduate and professional schools, will attend.  Attending groups are listed at http://www.marshall.edu/career-services/fallfair.html.
	For more information, call Career Services at 696-2370 or email career-services@marshall.edu.

Welcome Dr. Wendy Trzyna
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]	Dr. Wendy Trzyna received her B.S. from Illinois State University, and Ph.D. from the University of Wyoming.  She has taught most recently at Louisiana Tech University and the University of Central Arkansas, and has prior postdoctoral research experience from Thomas Jefferson University medical center in Philadelphia, PA; the University of Chicago; and the University of Wyoming.  Dr. Trzyna is a microbiologist whose current research interests involve investigation of stress responses in Acanthamoeba.  Acanthamoeba is a free-living eukaryotic microbe that undergoes encystment in response to overwhelming environmental stresses, a process that results in a dormant form of the cell encased in a cellulose-containing cyst.  Exactly how the amoebae detect these environmental changes and the molecular mechanisms involved in this cellular differentiation event are not well understood.  Experiments are aimed at characterizing the genes and associated processes involved. 
	Dr. Trzyna has had extensive student involvement in research, both at the undergraduate and graduate levels, and is very excited about continuing that trend here at Marshall.  Microbiology is not only a lot of fun, but students with hands-on experience in microbiology and molecular biology are generally very marketable after graduation.  She encourages any students with a genuine interest in these areas to contact her (in S-302) to find out how to get involved. Dr. Trzyna also has considerable teaching experience and has taught a variety of different courses in both microbiology and molecular biology. She will be involved in microbiology courses here at Marshall.

Stuffed Cells™ by Zedmalia Wolfe
[image: ]	The scientifically-correct adventures of an archaean, a plant cell, and an animal cell.









Applications to Become a BSC Graduate TA Are Due By October 15, 2007
	If you will be enrolled as a BSC graduate student this Spring, you can apply to be a teaching assistant (TA).  To learn what the job involves, go to http://www.science.marshall.edu/weinstei/, and click on “TA job description”.  If selected, you also must enroll for at least 9 credits of graduate courses.  In exchange, you will receive a tuition waiver, a stipend, and valuable experience.  Applications may be downloaded from http://www.marshall.edu/biology/forms.asp or picked up and returned to the main BSC office, S-350.  If you are not already admitted to the Graduate School you must first complete their forms and be granted admittance.  Graduate admissions and application to the Department of Biological Sciences must both be complete before you can be considered for a TA position.  Questions?  Contact Dr. Robin O’Keefe at okeefe@marshall.edu, 696-2427 or in room 267.

BSC Tuition Waivers Awarded for 2007-2008
[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]	BSC is pleased to announce the Undergraduate Research Tuition Waiver awardees for this academic year.  Eric Aten is working with Dr. Simon Collier on a research project entitled, “A new role for the frizzled PCP signaling pathway in Drosophila wing development.”  Shauna A. Ogle is working with Dr. Dan Evans, “Placing herbarium inventory on-line for data sharing.”
	Congratulations to our tuition-waiver awardees!  Watch the hallways for fliers that announce application deadlines – the main deadline is in the spring, but you can stop by the BSC main office to determine whether there are still fall waivers available.  You must meet certain qualifications, including having a defined research project worked out with a faculty member.  Applications for tuition waivers are available in the BSC main office, S350.

Departmental Seminar Series
	BSC graduate students present seminars every Monday and Wednesday from 4-4:50 p.m. in room 374.  The grad students speak on some aspect of the thesis research on which they are working.  Feel free to attend any or all of the seminars to learn something new, and to learn about the research being done right here in your department!

Brag Box - an abbreviated list of recent BSC student and faculty accomplishments:
The research article, Widespread infection of the Eastern red-spotted newt (Notophthalmus viridescens) by a new species of Amphibiocystidium, a genus of fungus-like mesomycetozoan parasites not previously reported in North America by Raffel, Thomas R., Tom Bommarito, Deborah S. Barry (BSC MS 2005 with Dr. Pauley), Sarah Melissa Witiak, and Laura A. Shackelton has been accepted for publication in the journal Parasitology.  
Nicole (Turrill) Welch (BSC BS 1991; MS with Dr. Gilliam 1993; PhD, University of Tennessee, 1998) has been hired at the Mississippi University for Women, beginning January 2008.  In addition, she and her husband Mark welcomed son Brice to the family on July 31, 2007.

What’s News in Biological Science: Hoping to Fight Malaria By Tricking Mosquitoes’ Sense Of Smell  Science Daily — An international team of researchers has mapped a specialized sensory organ that the malaria mosquito uses to zero in on its human prey. It is hoped that this discovery will lead to new and improved repellents and attractants that can reduce threat of malaria.  Source:  http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2007/08/070830122259.htm

	Selected BSC Contact Information

	Dr. Chuck Somerville, BSC Chair and Division Head
	S-350
	696-6791
	somervil@marshall.edu

	Dr. Nicki LoCascio, Shadowing Capstone Advisor
	S-122A
	696-3975
	locascio@marshall.edu

	Susan Weinstein, BSC News
	S-204
	696-2428
	weinstei@marshall.edu

	TA applications, u-grad tuition waiver forms, BSC office
	S-350
	696-3148
	smithmj@marshall.edu
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