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Biology Club News
	The Club’s upcoming meeting will be November 7 at 4:30 p.m. in S-382.  Watch for flyers announcing any later meetings, and the final end-of-semester get-together. To receive updates about Club activities, send your name and email to bioclub@marshall.edu.
 
A Course to Consider:  Taxonomy of Vascular Plants
	This spring, Dr. Dan Evans will be teaching Taxonomy of Vascular Plants.  This is a 4-hour course;  students should  register for both BSC 620 and BSC 621 (one lab fee). The course stresses numerical and biosystematic approaches to solving taxonomic problems.  Complexes of both plant and animal species will serve as research projects.  Students may drop by if they wish to discuss the course further; Dr. Dan Evans is in S-364; and at evans@marshall.edu.

BSC’s Megan Neal Wins State-wide Best Undergraduate Researcher Award
	BSC is proud to announce that undergraduate Megan Neal won the Best Undergraduate Researcher Award at September’s state-wide Science, Technology, and Research Symposium in Morgantown.  This symposium serves as the forum for WV’s science and technology enterprise; and  the student competition was stiff, as research was solicited from students throughout the state.  This well-attended event included talks by Governor Manchin, Senator Plymale, several university presidents, and researchers from throughout the country. 
	Ms. Neal is a BSC senior conducting her research in Dr. Eric Blough’s laboratory.  Her research examined the effects of acetaminophen on microRNA expression in the aging heart.  Her data indicated that chronic acetaminophen ingestion may be very beneficial in reducing the incidence of age-associated cardiac dysfunction.  In particular, her findings suggested that acetaminophen may be efficacious in decreasing the incidence of cardiac arrhythmias.  This finding may be quite important to West Virginia, Appalachia, and to the elderly in general, as cardiovascular disease is the number one killer of individuals in the developed world, with arrhythmias causing one half of the these deaths suddenly and often without warning. 
	Megan’s work was supported by several grants, the department of Biological Sciences, and in particular by the SURE undergraduate summer research program run by Dr. Norton in Chemistry.   Congratulations, Megan!
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Brag Box - an abbreviated list of recent BSC student and faculty accomplishments:
Two of Dr. Jagan Valluri’s students attended the American Society for Gravitational and Space Biology (ASGSB) national meeting in California to present papers based on research performed at Marshall.  Sarah Kelly is a graduate student with Dr. Valluri and Dr. Claudio from the MU School of Medicine.  William Kelly is an undergraduate working with Dr. Valluri.  Their papers are:
 Protein Expression in Glycine max Cells Under Microgravity Conditions. W.A. Kelly Jr., S.E. Kelly, J.V. Valluri.  Division of Biological Sciences, Marshall University, Huntington, WV.
 The Effects of Microgravity on Stem Cell Differentiation.  S.E. Kelly, J.V. Valluri and P.P. Claudio, Division of Biological Sciences, and Department of Biochemistry and Microbiology, Marshall University, Huntington, WV.
The ASGSB national meeting brings together a diverse group of scientists and engineers to exchange ideas bridging basic and applied biological research in space and gravitational sciences.
 Kim Mallory, wife of BSC faculty Dr. David Mallory, is the new World Champion Chili Verde cook!  She earned her title at the 41st Annual World’s Championship Chili Cook-off in Omaha, Nebraska.

What Are They Doing Now?  An update on BSC alumni 
Jesamyn Fuscardo, BSC BS in Biomedical Sciences, 2007, is currently pursuing her MD at the WVU School of Medicine.  She recently sent an update to Dr. Mallory to “express my gratitude for preparing me so well for what I have encountered so far in my embryology/physiology courses here at WVSOM.”  Jesamyn says that “the start of medical school is quite a rude awakening, but, thanks to the extensive background I gained from your classes and from your methods of teaching, it has been a much easier transition, and it has certainly paid off in my grades.”  Jesamyn took both Vertebrate Embryology and Animal Physiology with Dr. Mallory, and particularly said that she wanted “to remind you to emphasize the importance of your classes to upcoming pre-med students! Let them know that they need this stuff, especially if they want an advanced head start!”
Chris Carson, BSC BS 2002, BSC MS 2005, was always interested in the environment on the landscape level when he studied under Dr. Dan Evans at Marshall University. While pursuing his graduate degree and shortly thereafter he worked as an Ecologist with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  He is now serving as Technology and Development Director for Representative Nick J. Rahall, II, Chairman of the Natural Resources Committee and 3rd Congressional District Representative in West Virginia.  Chris works on key projects for Rep. Rahall in the district.  Chris said, “The training I received at Marshall not only provided a solid environmental background, but gave me a better understanding of interrelated processes including historical, cultural, and political concepts and relationships.” 
BSC Alumna Jessica Wooten has been hired by Franklin University in Columbus, Ohio, where she will be responsible for developing their biology course offerings and in the future, designing new science/biology majors.

What’s New in Biological Science: Promising New Source Of Stem Cells: Mouse Testes Produce Wide Range Of Tissue Types  Science Daily  Easily accessed and plentiful, adult stem cells found in a male patient's testicles might someday be used to create a wide range of tissue types to help him fight disease - getting around the need for more controversial embryonic stem cells.  For more information, check http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2007/09/070919131804.htm
	Selected BSC Contact Information

	Dr. Frank Gilliam, Biology Club Advisor
	S-380
	696-3636
	gilliam@marshall.edu

	Dr. Chuck Somerville, BSC Chair and Division Head
	S-350
	696-6791
	somervil@marshall.edu

	Dr. Nicki LoCascio, Shadowing Capstone Advisor
	S-122A
	696-3975
	locascio@marshall.edu

	Susan Weinstein, BSC News
	S-204
	696-2428
	weinstei@marshall.edu

	TA applications, u-grad tuition waiver forms, BSC office
	S-350
	696-3148
	smithmj@marshall.edu
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