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Biology Club News

In April, Paul Sebert of the Huntington Herald-Dispatch wrote an article featuring the Club and their accomplishments throughout this academic year. After seeing the article, the Buford Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution chose to present a conservation certificate to the Club for the work they have done while participating in a local Habitat for Humanity build, selling plants to benefit the World Food Program, volunteering at MU’s Brain Expo for grade school students, volunteering at Little Victories Animal Shelter, and a symbolic adoption/real donation to the World Wildlife Fund, among other activities.  The certificate will be presented at the June meeting of the Buford Chapter.  Congratulations and thank you to the Bio Club for being so active in local community!

The Club will be in hiatus for the summer, but when you return in the fall, be sure to watch the hallways for fliers about new Club activities.
Congratulations to Former BSC Majors Who Are New M.D.s


The Department is pleased to congratulate the following former BSC majors who have just earned their M.D.s from the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine at Marshall University:  David Akers, Joshua Boggs, Whitney Boggs, Rita Hawary, Jason Hildebrand, Nathan Hill, Ali Imani, Andrea Lauffer, John Loudermilk, Jaime Meeks, Ryan Morrison, James Mullins, Aimee Neill, Christopher Schirtzinger, Joseph Shy, and Steven Taylor.  

We wish you each a successful and happy career!
BSC’s Dr. David Mallory Wins Outstanding Teaching Award

BSC is proud to announce that Dr. David Mallory has won the 2009 Marshall and Shirley Reynolds Outstanding Teacher Award.  His enthusiasm, knowledge, and genuine interest in his students makes him deserving of such recognition; the award will be presented at the spring General Faculty Meeting.  Marshall and Shirley Reynolds and the Marshall University Foundation established this award to recognize and give evidence of the importance placed on superior teaching at Marshall University, and to provide encouragement and incentive for teaching achievement.  Dr. Mallory currently teaches both Human Physiology and Animal Physiology, and is also the Associate Chair of BSC.

Stuffed Cells™ by Zedmalia Wolfe

The scientifically-correct adventures of an archaean, a plant cell, and an animal cell.


Weekly Biology Photo Quiz Update

This semester Dr. Joy inaugurated the “Weekly Biology Photo ID Contest.”  Each week a new photo was posted on his office door, and the first student to correctly identify that organism won a monetary prize.  Repeat winners were awarded a $50 bonus!


As of April 12, $250 in prize money has been distributed among four photo quiz winners: Liz Fet, David Neff, Nick Scheiler, and Stephanie Smith.  With three weeks to go (as of the newsletter’s press date), Dr. Joy anticipates awarding even more prizes.  Liz and Nick won on three or more occasions, and thus each earned the $50 bonus for their efforts.  There was an average of six submissions each week, which left plenty of opportunity for more student involvement – so watch for the new quiz questions starting in the Fall!

Brag Box - an abbreviated list of recent BSC student and faculty accomplishments:

· Trzyna, W.C., Mbugua, M.W., Rogerson, A. (2010). “Acanthamoeba in the Domestic Water Supply of Huntington, West Virginia, U.S.A.” Acta Protozool. 49:9-15.  Maggie Mbugua got her MS in BSC, and is now working on her Ph.D. at Marshall, as well!
What’s New in Biological Science:  Lessons from the Pond: Clues from Green Algae on the Origin of Males and Females ScienceDaily (April 16, 2010)  

Scientists studying the multicellular green alga, Volvox carteri, may have finally unlocked the secrets behind the evolution of different sexes.  A team led by researchers at the Salk Institute for Biological Studies has shown that the genetic region that determines sex in Volvox has changed dramatically relative to that of the closely related unicellular alga Chlamydomonas reinhardtii. 


Their findings, which will be published in the April 16 issue of the journal Science, provide the first empirical support for a model of the evolution of two different sexes where expansion of a sex-determining region creates genetic diversity, which is then followed by genes taking on new functions related to the production of male and female reproductive cells (gametes).

For more on this story, visit http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/04/100415141125.htm, or read the research paper itself: Patrick Ferris, Bradley J. S. C. Olson, Peter L. De Hoff, Stephen Douglass, David Casero, Simon Prochnik, Sa Geng, Rhitu Rai, Jane Grimwood, Jeremy Schmutz, Ichiro Nishii, Takashi Hamaji, Hisayoshi Nozaki, Matteo Pellegrini, and James G. Umen. Evolution of an Expanded Sex-Determining Locus in Volvox. Science, 16 April 2010 328: 351-354 DOI: 10.1126/science.1186222
Job Opportunities
· http://www.usajobs.opm.gov is an extensive listing of Federal job openings.

· If you’re interested in finding internships and interesting conservation/biodiversity opportunities for Capstone, check out the Student Conservation Association’s website at http://www.sca-inc.org/
· Don’t forget to check out Marshall’s Career Services Center.  They have listings for permanent jobs, summer jobs, and internships.  They’ll also help you develop your resume, and practice with you so you may improve your interview skills.  Contact Career Services at www.marshall.edu/career-services/, or email them at career-services@marshall.edu.

Have a Great Summer!!
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