
	

“This new location, directly across 
from Pullman Square, is one of 
the largest capital investments in 
downtown Huntington since Pullman 
Square. We expect an immediate 
impact for downtown businesses with 
more than 300 students, faculty, and 
staff using the facility day and night.”

      – Barry Taylor
      Campaign Chair

“Moving downtown encourages direct 
integration of students, staff and 
faculty into the life of our community, 
which will foster collaboration 
with various partners – business, 
government, education, health care, 
not-for-profit, etc.”

       – Donald Van Horn, Dean
       College of Fine Arts

“We are embracing the opportunity 
to integrate new technologies and 
materials into the historic fabric of a 
100+-year-old commercial building – 
its historic character is both preserved 
and transformed.”
 
        – Ed Tucker
        Edward Tucker Architects, Inc.
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MU Begins Construction on 
New Downtown Visual Arts Center
Boon to University, city, and local economy, says 
Marshall President Stephen Kopp
 
Neighborgall Construction has begun construction on converting 
the former Stone & Thomas building on 3rd Avenue across from 
Huntington’s Pullman Square into a state-of-the-art Visual Arts Center. 

When renovations are complete, the center will house studios, labs 
and classrooms on the upper floors, and on the ground floor, retail 
and gallery space designed to draw tourists and local shoppers to 
this central downtown location. 

Marshall University President Stephen Kopp said moving the 
university’s arts programs to an historic building in downtown 
Huntington will be beneficial for the university, the city and 
the local economy, too.  Studies in other cities back up Kopp’s 
comments.
 

A Big Goal for Marshall University’s 
Visual Arts Center: Inviting Deeper 
Connection between the University 
and the Community 
 
Marshall University purchased the Stone & Thomas building 
in downtown Huntington to convert the historic structure to a 
teaching space for the visual arts, creating the state-of-the-art 
facilities that are central to the university’s efforts to distinguish 
its programs. Marshall hired Edward Tucker Architects, Inc., a local 
firm, to lead the renovation project.

But that isn’t the university’s only goal for the project. Other goals 
for the Visual Arts Center include: 

§	 Offering a welcoming facility, inviting a connection between 
the university and the community.
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Photo rendering courtesy Edward Tucker Architects, Inc., Huntington. 

Marshall University is transforming the old Stone & Thomas building on 
3rd Avenue across from Pullman Square into a downtown Visual Arts 
Center. The center will house studios and classrooms, plus ground-floor retail 
and gallery space to draw tourists and local shoppers.
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Thinking aloud: 
“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 
committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, 
it is the only thing that ever has.” 
                                                    ― Margaret Mead

MU Begins Construction on New 
Downtown Visual Arts Center 
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City-center, arts-based projects 
have helped fuel revitalization 
efforts across the country, and 
President Kopp is optimistic 
that this project will have a 
similar effect on the continued 
growth of Huntington. Byron 
Clercx, director of the School 
of Art and Design at Marshall 
University, predicts that Marshall’s Visual Arts Center will be a 
“difference-maker” for downtown Huntington. Clercx visited a 
number of college towns with similar downtown arts centers 
and found that the introduction of fine arts students boosted the 
cultural development of their downtowns. “Absolutely 100 percent 
of the people I talked to said it changed the downtown economy 
and streetscapes, and it invited private investment,” Clercx told The 
Herald-Dispatch late last year.
 
The creation of the College of Fine Arts Visual Arts Center comes at 
a time when efforts are being made to get Huntington designated 
on the state level as a certified arts community, which would help 
the city qualify for small business grants and external resources 
that wouldn’t otherwise be available. Many feel that an active, 
physical downtown university presence puts additional weight 
behind that initiative. 
 
The university plans to have the Visual Arts Center ready to 
welcome students and faculty – and the community – by 2014.

	

About this Newsletter―
We see it as a two-way communication tool

Dear Downtown Neighbor: 

We’re excited about being part of the tremendous resurgence 
in downtown Huntington that you and many business owners 
have brought about in recent years – and to partnering with 
you to build on that new vitality and economic vigor.  
 
While the Visual Arts Center is under construction, we’ll be 
publishing this newsletter for the downtown community.
Mainly, we want to keep you up to date on our progress, let 
you know ahead of time about pesky realities like delivery of 
materials, the temporary blocking off of some parking spaces 

directly in front of the construction site, and the like. (We’ll try 
to keep such disruptions to a minimum).
 
Just as important, though, we see this newsletter as a kind 
of personal communication between us and you. We’ll try to 
make sure you get key information right here – for example, 
we’ll have a construction schedule in our next issue. But if 
there’s something we don’t cover, talk back. It’s probably 
easiest if you email us at cofa@marshall.edu, but you can also 
give us a call at (304) 696-6433.

A Big Goal for Marshall University’s 
Visual Arts Center
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§	 Establishing a downtown visual arts presence and promoting 
Huntington as a creative community to residents and tourists. 

§	 Increasing pedestrian activity downtown, especially in the 
Pullman Square area, appealing to residents, tourists, property 
owners, the city, and Marshall. 

§	 Advancing critical thinking, creativity, and new knowledge. 

§	 Making a lasting difference in our community by helping 
others discover their unique interests and creative abilities to 
bring out the best in everyone.

Donald Van Horn, College of Fine Arts Dean, sees the new Visual 
Arts Center as a model for state-of-the-art teaching spaces that will 
greatly enhance the university’s ability to recruit students. “The 
center,” Van Horn said in a message to the COFA community last 
year, “will be a game-changer in so many ways for all the arts at 
Marshall, not to mention what it means to downtown Huntington 
and our community.” 


