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The Marshall University Early Education Outreach Program (MUEEOP) continues to impact the early childhood education community in West Virginia by offering a comprehensive professional development program for the WV pre-k community.  The Outreach Program’s Inquiry Support System is designed to assist pre-k educators and administrators develop competencies which lead to integration of 21st Century, inquiry-based strategies into the educators’ existing curricular framework.  The following provides a brief synopsis of the Outreach Program, which is made possible largely in part to a generous award from the Claude Worthington Benedum Foundation:
· Basic Project Information:
· Provides 21st Century, inquiry-based, sustained professional development for pre-k educators and administrators through implementation of the Outreach Program’s Inquiry Support System (ISS).
· Delivery of professional development is multi-faceted, including but not limited to: summer institutes; follow-up workshops; learning community meetings; web-based correspondence through an interactive online forum; and additional individualized assistance as needed.
· Participants served since initial Benedum funding (June 2006):
	Project Year
	WV Counties Served
	Pre-K Educators Served
	Pre-K Administrators Served
	Approx. Children Served

	2006-2007
	2
	48
	5
	500

	2007-2008
	8
	144
	17
	1,480

	2008-2009
	11
	120*
	19
	1,200


*County school systems are becoming more selective about which pre-k educators they feel are ready to participate in the ISS, thus resulting in some counties enrolling a only a targeted number of their pre-k educators for the sustained professional development program.
· Summer 2008 Highlights:
· Pre-K educators from three Nicholas County, WV classrooms recently completed the first Year II Inquiry Support System offered by the MUEEOP.  Over the past year the participants expanded their knowledge base of 21st Century learning for Pre-K children by offering project based learning experiences and increased technology integration into their classrooms.  Teachers from these classrooms were provided the opportunity to articulate the importance of offering project-based experiences for children to the Nicholas County Board of Education at its June 5 meeting.  
· The launch of the MUEEOP’s website, www.marshall.edu/coehs/mueeop, has provided ISS participants/administrators, as well as potential future collaborative county school systems, the opportunity to further explore the services of the Outreach Program.  The online forum provided on the website serves as a tool for on-going dialogue and reflection between participants from throughout the state as they implement 21st Century and inquiry-based learning strategies into their classrooms. 
· In July 2008, Outreach staff welcomed nearly 45 pre-k educators and administrators from four WV counties to Marshall University for the 2008-2009 Year I Inquiry Support System Summer Professional Development Institute.  Each participant received a digital camera and accompanying materials to use in their pre-k classroom, and were provided opportunities to strengthen their competencies with utilization of digital technology.  The participants will allow the children in their classrooms to utilize the classroom camera as they document their own learning and daily experiences.   The summer institute served as a springboard for the year-long professional development process.  
· Over 80 pre-k educators and administrators from seven WV counties participated in the 2008-2009 Year II Inquiry Support System Summer Professional Development Institute, held August 12-13 at Marshall University.  During this institute participants reviewed 21st Century learning and were also introduced to the fundamentals and implementation of the Project Approach.  The emphasis on technology integration was continued during the Year II ISS as well; each participant received another digital camera for their classroom to heighten children’s learning experiences.
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Melinda Coulter and Vickie Spencer, 2007-2008 Year II ISS participants, present their classroom project on “
R
ecycling” to McDowell County pre-k educators at an 
MUEEOP
 workshop
 July 21.
) (
Pre-k educators from Putnam County
 begin work on their Strategic Plans for the upcoming year, which will assist them as they integrate 21
st
 Century learning strategies into their classrooms. 
) (
Participants in the July 2008 Year I ISS 
Summer Institute 
examine 
work samples demonstrating 21
st
 Century and inquiry-based learning.  Work samples were provided by 2007-2008 ISS pre-k educators.
)
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           The Marshall University Early Education Outreach Program is a service program of the Marshall University College of Education and Human Services. 
)
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