
Fun Facts:

Harry Raczok graduated from Huntington High School and then enrolled at Marshall College to pursue
degrees in biology and health and physical education. A member of the baseball team, Harry lettered in the
sport prior to his 1964 graduation. At that time, he began studying for his Master of Science.

“My dad fell in love with Marshall University and the community. He felt the education he received was top
notch,” said Jennifer Bailey, the daughter of Harry and Barbara Raczok. “Although I gather that my father
intended to be a teacher, in his younger years he had a more research-oriented bent with an eye for
university teaching.”

Harry completed his master’s and was pursuing a Ph.D. in plant physiology at the University of Maryland in
the 1960s. After circumstances required him to abandon that pursuit, he joined the faculty of Marshall as an
associate professor of biology. 

When the tragic plane crash occurred on November 14, 1970, Harry served as a pallbearer during the
services held at Veterans Memorial Field House. The individuals who lost their lives in the tragedy that did
not have family near were assigned a university liaison, someone the university put in charge of handling
communications with their family. The liaison provided various aspects of help, such as conducting
business with the university, funeral arrangements, and then, because of the relationship they had
established with the family, serving as a pallbearer. Harry is one of the many community members who
stepped up when his Marshall family most needed help. 

A few years later, Harry noticed a female student who had a habit of studying in unoccupied science lab
classrooms. A graduate of Ceredo-Kenova High School, Barbara Raczok chose to attend Marshall
because of its location and cost of attendance. Her father “didn’t see a need for girls to go to school,” so
Barbara worked to educate herself. 

On June 30, 1974, Harry and Barbara married in the Campus Christian Center. At this time, Barbara
decided to focus on her role as a wife and mother. Eleven years later, she returned to Marshall and
completed the remaining three years of her degree in just one and a half years, graduating with a Bachelor
of Arts in education in 1987.

Marshall University saw great change in the 1960s. From the
beginning to the end of the decade, it had transitioned from a
college to a university. The College of Education and Professional
Development was well known for its high-caliber content as well as
the professionalism and preparedness with which students
graduated. Many local students were drawn to Marshall because of
the opportunities it offered. For Harry and Barbara Raczok, they fell
in love with Marshall University, and then with each other, creating a 
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Pictured (L-R): Barbara Raczock, Jennifer
Bailey, Harry Raczock outside of Smith Hall
after Jennifer's Senior Recital. 

legacy built on education.



Harry resigned from Marshall’s biology department in 1978 and began his career as a public-school
biology and life science teacher. He also enjoyed taking on assistant football coaching positions
whenever available. Devoted to education, Harry suffered a stroke and after his initial recovery, he
returned to teaching at Buffalo High School in Putnam County, West Virginia, for a brief time. Ultimately,
the physical limitations put an end to his career. 

Serving as his primary caregiver, Barbara continued teaching and enrolled at Marshall once again to
complete a Master of Arts in reading education, which she did in 2004. 

“My mom always had a passion for kids. She just absolutely loved them. She took tremendous joy in
nurturing them and helping them learn, and her heart broke for the kids who struggled. She taught at
Kellogg in Huntington, then for a few years at Byrd Elementary in Graniteville, South Carolina, and then
returned to West Virginia and taught at Buffalo Elementary School,” Jennifer said. 

Recalling how her father “oozed biology content” and her mother loved reading, English and math,
Jennifer remembers the enthusiasm and how that was of greater importance than the success of specific
content knowledge.

“My parents both truly believed in education, whether ‘traditional’ higher education, career and technical
education, or pursuit of certifications, as the best path for students to reach their full potential,” Jennifer
explained. “I believe they would emphasize the importance of caring for and building relationships with
students, while having a sense of humor and being genuinely enthusiastic about the content to be
taught.” 

After Harry’s passing in 2012, Barbara continued to work until 2018. Less than one week after her
retirement, she passed away. Upon her mother’s passing, Jennifer felt devastated. She found herself
grieving the loss of both parents at once and feeling like an orphan. From that, she wanted to find a
meaningful way to memorialize them together. 

“Because of the role Marshall played in our lives, establishing a scholarship in their names felt like the
best, most natural way to perpetuate not only their memories, but also enable a new generation to
write their own Marshall stories,” said Jennifer, who obtained her undergraduate degree from Marshall.
 
The Harry and Barbara Raczok Scholarship is a renewable award that assists full- or part-time
undergraduate or graduate students who demonstrate need per the standards of the Marshall
University’s Office of Student Financial Assistance. First preference is to West Virginia residents who are
studying in Marshall University’s College of Education and Professional Development, with second
preference to any student in the College of Education and Professional Development.

Jennifer spent a great amount of time on Marshall’s Huntington campus as a child. She recalls going to
the education building and Morrow Library. She could guess that the Science Building or Campus
Christian Center were favorites of her parents, but believes the best answer is that, overall, Marshall
University was special. 
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“Maybe they didn’t have a favorite spot; the campus in its entirety was always the destination and the place
that felt like home,” said Jennifer. 

Graduating from Marshall in 1996 with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in flute performance, Jennifer recalls her
grandfather fully supporting her studies at Marshall, as he had come around to the idea of women obtaining
degrees. She went on to attend George Mason University in Fairfax, Virginia, where she received her
Master of Education in biology education. 

Jennifer enlisted in the Marine Corps as a flute player nearly immediately after graduating from Marshall.
After seven years, with nearly three spent as the flute instructor at the Armed Forces School of Music,
she won a position in the United States Army Old Guard Fife and Drum Corps, from which she retired in
2017. 

After spending a semester teaching middle school, Jennifer gained an even larger respect for educators.
Now, she works to support Marine Corps purchasing. She plays the fife, flute and piccolo in community
groups when asked, but otherwise, she supports her family in many capacities. Her husband, Joe Bailey,
whom she met at Marshall and who is a high school world history teacher, is in his 21st year of teaching.
The couple has two children, Jonathan, a high school senior who plans to major in culinary arts, and Erin, a
sophomore in high school who is in an engineering specialty program, who “has really found her tribe in
band.” Following in her father’s footsteps, Erin also plays the French horn. Additionally, Jennifer stays busy
being a band mom, running and participating in the county Community Emergency Response Team. 

Jennifer hopes today’s students can find a way to work their passions into their life, even if it does not look
the way they expected. She urges them to be surrounded by people who challenge, inspire and encourage
others. 

“I hope the next generation can learn from those of us who have come before them- from both the positive
and negative examples we have set- to reject those things that are harmful or counterproductive and to
build on those things that are beautiful, beneficial and just,” Jennifer said. 

She said she is proud of her alma mater for the way it enables the success of students, particularly those
with barriers, and hopes these programs continue to expand and grow in reputation.

“I hope to see Marshall continue its mission of providing opportunities to and educating students. It is, of
course, fun to watch the athletic programs achieve success, but more fundamentally, I hope to see the
school’s reputation grown on the national level and to attract students from around the country, while still
retaining its focus on providing opportunities for West Virginia natives.”

The Marshall University Foundation  | 519 John Marshall Drive | Huntington, WV 25703 | 304.696.6264 | www.marshall.edu/foundation


