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THE PATH HOME: 
Why One Young Grad Gives Back to MU

Marshall University is a 
university on the move! From 
a new president, to a new 
athletic conference, cutting-
edge new programs, 
to state-of-the-art facilities, 
Marshall is on an upward 
trajectory thanks to your 
generosity and dedication.

This holiday season, we 
celebrate you for your tireless 
devotion and passion for 
Marshall. From all of us at 
the Marshall University 
Foundation, have a safe and 
joyous holiday season.

Marshall University 2015 graduate Kyle 
Tibbs has two things in common with 
incoming president Brad Smith: he’s a son 
of Marshall and he hopes his career path 
brings him back home.

Tibbs, 29, a graduate of the Department of 
Political Science, is currently a vice president 
for a labor association in St. Louis. The 
Proctorville, Ohio, native found a supportive 
community throughout his time at Marshall, 
and he said he gives back in thanks for that 
support.

“My professors gave me a chance so that 
I could graduate and do well in their classes,” Tibbs said. “Dr. Jess Morrissette 
– he took all the chances on me. He is such a great mentor and teacher. There 
are so many in the political science department, but he really brought a level of 
youth and energy. I’ve only been working six or seven years, so I look back and 
my happiest moments are in college. I’m not married or with kids. The lasting 
impression he made on me made me want to donate.”

As a full-time student and a member of the cheerleading team, Tibbs also worked 
a full-time job. 

“Even in high school you don’t have teachers who get students to work full time,” 
he said. “I had a whole lot on my plate. They would take a chance on me and let 
me get my work in.”

Giving back has always been important to Tibbs. Some of his best college 
memories are with Alpha Phi Omega, a co-ed service fraternity. 

“I was able to volunteer and give back as a broke college student,” he said.
Tibbs also wrote an initiation ritual that was picked up by the national 
organization.

Tibbs said he looks up to the university leadership, starting with late President 
Stephen J. Kopp, who suddenly died just before Tibbs graduated.

“He was such a role model for me,” he said. “I ate up his vision and still believe 

Kyle Tibbs



A Message from the Chief 
Executive Officer of the 
Marshall University Foundation

As we enter the holiday season, it is the 
perfect time of year to pause and take 
inventory of all the things that we are most 
thankful for in our lives. We are blessed in so 
many ways here at the Marshall University 
Foundation and I value each moment 
working alongside my team and so many 
talented and devoted individuals around the 
world that make an impact at Marshall. For 
you, I am thankful.

I am also thankful for two very special people 
here at Marshall University. First, I want to 
take a moment to express my gratitude and 
appreciation for Dr. Jerry Gilbert. His service 
and dedication to improving the lives of 
the students, alumni and supporters of this 
great institution has truly made a difference 
and I wish him well in his future endeavors. 
Second, I very much look forward to 
welcoming our very own Brad Smith back to 
Huntington where he will take the reins of a 
university on the rise as the 38th president of 
Marshall University. I believe that the strong 
foundation upon which we stand, combined 
with the innovative ideas that President-elect 
Smith brings with him from Silicon Valley, 
will help propel Marshall into a future of 
prosperity and growth.

This season, I would ask you to reflect on the 
things and people we are most thankful. As 
we prepare for another year with full hearts 
and open minds, we thank each of you that 
has made an impact by giving your time 
and resources to help expand academic 
programs, build new facilities, and further 
the educational opportunities for students. 
Without you, none of this is possible. Have a 
safe and prosperous holiday season and we 
look forward to seeing you at an event or on 
campus in 2022.

With gratitude, 

Ron Area, 
Chief Executive Officer, 
Marshall University 
Foundation, Inc. 
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in his dream. President Gilbert shares that vision and so does the 
incoming president. They see a future for Huntington and Marshall 
as a collective. I want to retire in Huntington to be close to Marshall. 
It’s motivational for me to see what happens with Marshall and 
Huntington.”

Tibbs said Smith is really living his dream life.

“My only passion is to do what he does: be successful, donate then 
come back and be president,” he said with a laugh.

Tibbs said he thinks Marshall is good at adjusting, like adding the 
School of Aviation to attract new students to a growing field, but he 
wants to see it continue to grow academically.

“I’d love to see the school get to a nice size, like 15-20 thousand 
students,” he said. “We have great programs in forensics and business 
and I’d like to see those continue to flourish.”

Donating is one way to assist the university in its growth, but it also 
benefits the donor.

“The better Marshall looks on a national landscape, the better it looks 
for you,” he said. “That means better jobs for you. You want to sit in 
an interview and hear ‘Oh, you went to Marshall?’ Not just because 
they’ve heard of it but because it’s a good school. I hope people are 
donating so we can rise to that prestige.”

Tibbs was among those who donated during the Foundation’s inaugural 
One Day for the Herd donation drive. His donation was in honor of 
Professor Morrissette. 

The 2013 Marshall University Cheerleading squad, 
including Tibbs on the far right.



Each year during the months of December and May, 
thousands of students at Marshall University receive their 
degrees during commencement ceremonies held at venues 
throughout Huntington, West Virginia. The largest of 
those ceremonies, which welcomed another class of new 
graduates in December, takes place at the Mountain Health 
Arena in downtown Huntington.

Ahead of that celebratory event, the Marshall University 
Foundation and the Marshall University Alumni Association 
had an opportunity to meet with upcoming graduates during 
the university’s annual Countdown to Commencement event, 
a one-stop-shop for all things graduation.

Countdown to Commencement takes place each spring 
and fall on campus and provides upcoming graduates an 
opportunity to finalize their college experience. At the event, 
students receive their graduation honor cords, finalize their 
finances, pick up diploma frames and alumni gear, shop for 
class rings and can even pose for a graduate portrait.

The final two stops at the annual Countdown to 
Commencement event are the Foundation and Alumni 
Association tables, as staff from each greet students and 
welcome them to the alumni experience. At the tables, 
students can sign their class banner, pick up alumni gear and 
sign up to be active members of the Alumni Association.

During this year’s Countdown, we caught up with upcoming 
graduates who were more than happy to share how 
scholarships and donor support impacted their college 
experience.

Caitlyn Curry, 22, is 
graduating with her 
Bachelor of Business 
Administration in accounting. 
The Mingo Central High 
School graduate said she 
chose Marshall because it 
reminded her of home, and it 
felt like family.

Curry fell in love with 
accounting in high school, 
and thanks to scholarships, 
will be on good financial 
footing when she leaves 
Marshall.

“Scholarships have had a huge impact 
on me,” Curry said. “They have allowed 
me to focus on school, and to not worry 
about the financial burdens of attending 
school. I am very grateful for them. I 
have been able to maintain my classes 
and GPA to be successful.”

Curry was the recipient of the Richard Grey Wendell 
Memorial Scholarship, which is in honor of a 1973 
accounting graduate who died in a car accident not 
long after graduating, as well as the Steve Ledahawsky 
Scholarship and the BrickStreet Scholarship. 

Barboursville native Steven Lucas, 22, who will graduate with 
a degree in Sports Management, said scholarships were a 
fulfilling part of the college experience.

“As tuition goes up, it’s great to get anything to help,” Lucas 
said. “It’s great that the college looks out for us while we are 
in high school and college.”

Megan Hall, an Ashland, Kentucky, native graduating with 
a degree in Occupational Safety and Health, said she 
received a scholarship from Marathon Oil, where her family 
works.

“It helped out a lot,” Hall said. “It was a really big deal.”

Ironton, Ohio, native Clay Willis, 22, a biology major who 
will next attend medical school, echoed the same sentiments 
as his classmates in saying that scholarships helped him a lot 
during his journey at Marshall.

The Marshall University Foundation and Marshall University 
Alumni Association would like to congratulate our newest 
members of the #HerdAlum family! 

PHOTO CREDIT: By Sholten Singer, The Herald-Dispatch

Winter Grads Say ‘Thank You’ to Donors



When Brad Smith was growing up in Kenova, all he wanted to 
do was leave West Virginia. Once he made it to California, all 
he wanted to do was get back home.

Marshall University welcomed its son back home Thursday, 
October 28, as the university Board of Governors selected the 
former Inuit CEO as the next president of the university.

Smith will assume his new role at the start of the new year. 
Current President Jerome Gilbert announced earlier this year he 
would be leaving his position in December. 

He will be the first president to have attended Marshall since it 
became Marshall University.

“I stand before you a humble son of 
Marshall,” Smith said during a welcome 
press conference in October. “I 
appreciate the faith you and the Board 
of Governors put in me, and I will work 
hard every day to earn that faith.”

The only candidate who attended Marshall, Smith was selected 
from more than 107 applicants, who were narrowed down to 
five finalists in recent weeks. Earlier this year the finalists toured 
the Marshall and Huntington communities before a search 
committee met last week to make its final recommendations.

Smith earned his bachelor’s degree from Marshall University 
and his master’s degree in management from Aquinas College 
in Michigan. Before serving as the CEO of Intuit for 11 years, 
his career included leading global organizations through 
turnaround, transformation and high-growth environments. He 
is the executive chairman of the board of Intuit, chairman of the 
Nordstrom board and a board member of Momentive (formerly 
SurveyMonkey). He formerly served on the board of Yahoo, as 
well.

Smith said some may wonder why a California guy like him, 
retired from his high-profile job, would want to be president, but 
for him, it is a dream come true. He said he’s always wanted 
to give back to the people who raised him, and becoming 
president was the best way to pay it forward. He said it is 
not his alumni or West Virginian-status that made him the right 
choice for president, but his past work experience.

Son of Marshall to Lead University for First Time

Marshall Board of Governors chair Patrick Farrell said the new 
president faces an uphill battle of weighing financial stability 
with affordability for students and adaptability for the university.

Smith said he knows how to adapt businesses without losing 
their soul. He said Marshall will need to adapt and be ready 
to make bold choices with the right mindset of dreaming 
bigger, delivering faster and defining excellence for ourselves, 
the region and the nation.

“We have to punch above our weight and we need to reach 
for the stars,” he said.

Smith said he plans to have an empowered provost and 
he will rely on deans and faculty members when making a 
decision, just like he did in Silicon Valley without the ability to 
write computer code. He said his first goal will be to listen to 
students and faculty. 

Gilbert said Smith was the right man for the job.

“You are going to lead the greatest 
university in the nation with the best 
people,” Gilbert said.

Brad Smith speaks to the crowd during his 
welcome ceremony in October.
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From Huntington to South Korea, sons and daughters of 
Marshall University ensured the Marshall University 
Foundation’s first day of giving, titled One Day for the 
Herd, was a success.

After mixed success with past participation in the 
country-wide #GivingTuesday held each Tuesday after 
Thanksgiving, the Foundation decided to bookend 
its successful Marshall Rises campaign with its own 
special day of giving. Taking place October 14, 
244 donors raised $75,350 during this unique 
24-hour event.

“Giving Tuesday is a national day of giving and there 
is too much noise that day for us to stand out on our 
own,” said Griffin Talbott, program director of the 
annual fund at the Foundation. “With the Marshall 
Rises campaign nearing its completion, we decided mid-
October was the perfect time to hold our own day of giving.”

Talbott said just having the special day of giving was a success.

“As far as dollars and donors, we did not know what to expect 
since this was new for the university and the Marshall family 
as a whole,” Talbott said. “We had a few small goals in mind 
such as filling our social media channels with quality content to 
interact with the community and receiving a gift from each state. 
We posted content about every 15 minutes for over 11 hours 
and, while we did not get a gift from every state, we did cover 
33 states and Washington D.C. including Alaska and Hawaii 
and one gift from South Korea. Overall, it was a great day for 
Marshall.”

The day featured a brand-new giving day website, which 
included interactive features like challenges and a donor wall, 
which showcased donations as they came in. Donors could also 
choose to write why they donated, many in memory of a loved 
one or a favorite professor. A state map showed where donors 
were across the U.S. and abroad.

“Once the virtual countdown finished and the day started, it 
was hugely satisfying to see alumni, students, faculty, staff and 
friends of Marshall begin to interact with the site. As the donor 
wall and heat map of the U.S. started filling up, we knew we 
were going to have a great giving day.”

With the success of One Day for the Herd, wheels are already 
in motion for next year. 

“We were under a time crunch this year.” Talbott said. “We 
had to fully create and implement the new giving day site and 
did not have the desired amount of time to fully involve our 
University partners, alumni chapters, and Marshall community 
as a whole. We need their input so that when we set a date for 
our next giving day, they are helping shape the outcome. There 
is no limit to what we can do to impact the University and the 
future Sons and Daughters of Marshall.”

Talbott thanked everyone who had a hand in making the first 
One Day for the Herd a success. 

One Day for the Herd

Did you miss One Day for the Herd? 
It’s never too late to donate. Through The Annual Fund, the University’s annual 
giving program, you can designate your gift to benefit the school or academic 
program of your choice. Or you can allocate your gift to Marshall University’s 
Greatest Needs, where it will be used for immediate needs such as merit 
scholarships, undergraduate research support and graduate fellowships, faculty 
hiring and retention, career networking and admissions programs.

Alumni from 33 states and one foreign country 
donated during the Marshall Foundation’s inaugural 

One Day for the Herd fundraising drive.
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The Long Road to Marshall
Sometimes, the road to college is not an easy one.

And that road can be even bumpier when you are from a small 
town where college is not always the best available option for 
aspiring young minds.

That was the situation that Alyssa Baisden found herself in after 
graduating from Mingo Central High School just two years 
ago. Thankfully, generous support from others allowed Baisden 
to traverse that difficult road and she is currently thriving as a 
sophomore at Marshall University.

“Scholarships have given me a chance to get an education and 
make more for myself than the people from my hometown. Where 
I am from, college is oftentimes not an option, but the scholarships 
and grants I’ve received have given me this chance,” said Baisden. 
“Scholarships are such a necessity to any college student. For me 
personally, without scholarships or grants, I could not go to college 
at all.”

A native of Delbarton, West Virginia, Baisden is the recipient of the 
Herschel C. Price scholarship which is helping her pursue a degree 
in biology with an emphasis in physiology and chemistry with the 
ultimate goal of one day becoming a dentist. As a legacy scholar, 
Baisden chose Marshall because of its dedicated pathway toward 
the dentistry profession.

“It may sound cheesy, but 
just getting to be here is very 
rewarding,” Baisden said. “Being 
at Marshall means that I have a 
chance to achieve my dream of 
being a dentist, so every day that 
I am here, it is a blessing.”

An avid reader and a lover 
of video games and various 
podcasts, Baisden loves to spend 
time in the Memorial Student 
Center for study dates with 
friends. And those friends are a major part of the enjoyment she is 
getting out of her time in Huntington.

“My favorite thing about Marshall is the people that I have met,” 
Baisden said. “I have made great friends here and my professors 
are great. College is intimidating, but my professors have been so 
kind and truly want their students to succeed.”

In addition to her personal hobbies, Baisden is an active member 
in the National Society of Leadership and Success, which she 
says helps prepare her professionally for her future aspirations. 
After graduation, she plans to attend dental school and is currently 
eyeing a number of universities to continue her post-graduate 
studies. 


