










Applied	  Music	  Level	  System:	  To maintain consistency throughout the applied music program, 
the Department of Music adheres to a system of levels that describe the relative performing 
abilities across the various curricula and according to the number of years of study. Students 
must refer to the syllabi of studio teachers to determine the specific studies and repertoire 
required at each level. 

	  
 Level  Elective  Music Minor  BA Music Ed  BFA  MA 

 1  Standard entry 
level 

 Minimum 
acceptance 
level 

      

 2  Third year of 
study 

 Standard entry 
level 

 Probationary 
entry 

    

 3    Second year 
of study 

 Standard entry 
level 

 Probationary 
entry level 

  

 4      Second year of 
study 

 Standard entry 
level 

  

 5      Upper division 
study (based upon 
successful 
completion of 
sophomore 
hearing) 

 Second year of 
study 

  

 6      Completion of 
third year of 
study. Permission 
to schedule Senior 
Recital hearing. 

 Upper division 
study (based on 
successful 
completion of 
sophomore 
hearing) 

  

 7      Graduation 
(based upon 
successful 
completion of 
Senior Recital) 

 Completion of 
third year of 
study (based 
upon successful 
completion of 
Junior Recital) 

  

 8        Graduation 
(based upon 
successful 
completion of 
Capstone) 

 Standard entry 
for Performance 
major 

 9        Honors 
undergraduate - 
Performance 

 Second year of 
study for 
Performance 
major 

 
10 

         Recital and 
graduation for MA 
Performance 
major (based 
upon successful 
completion of 
graduate recital) 

	  



Marshall University, Department of Music 
MUS 259/459/559 Course Syllabus 

Jazz 1 
Fall 2015 

 
Dr. Martin Saunders 
Smith Music Hall, #304 
(304) 696-4316 
m.saunders@marshall.edu 
Office Hours: M – 9-10am, W – 9-10am, TH – 1-2pm 
 
 Course Description: Study and performance of traditional and progressive jazz
repertoire in a big band ensemble. Open to all university students by audition. 
 
Course Objectives: 
 
1.  To provide an educational environment for learning jazz styles, jazz 

improvisation, and jazz ensemble literature. 
2.  To provide a practical environment for creativity. 
3.  To provide opportunities that will enhance performance skills. 
4.  To provide students with some historical and theoretical concepts which 

apply to jazz music. 
 
Attendance Policy: 
 
 This Jazz Ensemble is a performing group.  It is essential that all 
students attend class, as the success of any ensemble relies on its 
participants.  There will be no unexcused absences allowed for this course.  
Each unexcused absence to rehearsals will result in a lowering of the end of 
semester grade by one letter.   
 
Grading: 
 
 Grading will be determined by class preparation/performance, as well 
as on your attendance.  For class, I expect you to be on time and diligently 
prepared, which includes preparation of your part assignments in the music 
as well as any other assignments or activities that are asked of you for your 
educational enhancement.  Concerning performances, I expect the highest 
levels of professionalism and effort.  Please be responsible for yourself, your 
instruments, and your assigned parts or practice materials.  Your grade will 
be calculated in the following manner: 



Style and Improvisational Skills   25% 
Sectional Work      25% 
Proficiency and diligent preparation of   50% 
 music and any other materials 
 
Scheduled Performances:  
Sept. 24, Wed. – Concert I, 7:30pm 
Oct. 29, Wed. – Concert II, 7:30pm 
Nov. 19, Wed. – Concert III, 7:30pm 
 
 
 
Course	  Description:	  From	  Catalog	  

Jazz	  Ensemble	  
	  
	  
The	  table	  below	  shows	  the	  following	  relationships:	  	  How	  each	  student	  learning	  outcomes	  will	  be	  
practiced	  and	  assessed	  in	  the	  course.	  	  

Course	  Student	  Learning	  
Outcomes	  	  

How	  students	  will	  practice	  each	  outcome	  
in	  this	  Course	  

How	  student	  achievement	  of	  
each	  outcome	  will	  be	  	  
assessed	  	  in	  this	  Course	  

Students	  will	  create	  an	  effective	  
ensemble	  music	  performance:	  

by	  integrating	  comprehensive	  capabilities	  in	  
major	  performing	  	  
medium	  including	  technical	  facility,	  
musicianship,	  musical	  styles,	  and	  musical	  
interpretation	  	  

by	  demonstrating	  knowledge	  
of	  literature	  for	  
instrumental/vocal	  medium	  
through	  application	  in	  
performance.	  

Students	  will	  identify	  use	  of	  
theoretical	  materials	  in	  music:	  

through	  synthesizing	  and	  articulating	  
theoretical	  and	  stylistic	  concepts	  	  
and	  perspectives	  

by	  utilizing	  aural	  skills	  for	  
performance,	  historical	  and	  
theoretical	  	  analysis	  

Students	  will	  explain	  knowledge	  
of	  musical	  repertoire	  and	  the	  
relationship	  between	  	  
repertoire	  and	  musical	  
developments:	  

through	  synthesizing	  and	  articulating	  
historical	  and	  stylistic	  concepts	  	  
and	  perspectives	  

by	  integrating	  knowledge	  of	  
historical,	  cultural,	  and	  
stylistic	  contexts	  	  
in	  compositional,	  
performance,	  scholarly,	  
pedagogical	  and	  historical	  
contexts,	  according	  to	  
specialization	  emphasis	  

Students	  will	  critique a student’s 
communication of ideas and 
musical information in a broad 
context: 
	  

by	  assessing	  knowledge	  of	  music	  through	  
the	  application	  of	  music	  	  
technology	  

by	  integrating	  theoretical,	  
historical,	  and	  interpretive	  
knowledge	  via	  	  
written,	  oral	  and	  musical	  
performance	  

 
 



Cell Phone Policy: 
 
 Cell phones may not be used and text messaging is NOT ALLOWED 
during class.  Your phone may be left on for emergencies, but should be put 
on silent. 
 
 
Alcohol/Drug Policy: 
 
 Don’t do it!  I have a no tolerance policy concerning alcohol/drug use 
during any class or performance.  If I suspect you have partaken in either, 
you will be asked to leave the class or performance immediately.   
 
Performances 
 
Attendance and participation in all performances is mandatory.  An 
unexcused absence from any scheduled performance will result in a failing 
grade for the semester. 
 
Disabled Students:  It is the policy of Marshall University to accommodate students 
with disabilities, pursuant to federal law, state law, and the university’s commitment to 
equal educational opportunities.  Any disabled student who needs accommodation, for 
example, in seating placement or in arrangements for examinations, should inform the 
instructor at the beginning of the course.  The chair of the Department of Music is also 
available to assist with accommodation.  Disabled students are also encouraged to contact 
the office of Disabled Student Services in the Student Development Center, first floor of 
Prichard Hall, 696-3111.  
 
By	  enrolling	  in	  this	  course,	  you	  agree	  to	  the	  University	  Policies	  listed	  below.	  Please	  read	  the	  full	  
text	  of	  each	  policy	  be	  going	  to	  www.marshall.edu/academic-‐affairs	  and	  clicking	  on	  “Marshall	  
University	  Policies.”	  	  Or,	  you	  can	  access	  the	  policies	  directly	  by	  going	  to	  
http://www.marshall.edu/academic-‐affairs/?page_id=802	  	  
Academic	  Dishonesty/	  Excused	  Absence	  Policy	  for	  Undergraduates/	  Computing	  Services	  
Acceptable	  Use/	  Inclement	  Weather/	  Dead	  Week/	  Students	  with	  Disabilities/	  Academic	  
Forgiveness/	  Academic	  Probation	  and	  Suspension/	  Academic	  Rights	  and	  Responsibilities	  of	  
Students/	  Affirmative	  Action/	  Sexual	  Harassment 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Please sign below to acknowledge your receipt of this 
syllabus.  By signing, you also agree that you have fully 
read and understand the content and information 
included in this syllabus, particularly the grading 
process and attendance policy information: 

 
 
 

Name____________________________Date__________ 
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