










Applied	
  Music	
  Level	
  System:	
  To maintain consistency throughout the applied music program, 
the Department of Music adheres to a system of levels that describe the relative performing 
abilities across the various curricula and according to the number of years of study. Students 
must refer to the syllabi of studio teachers to determine the specific studies and repertoire 
required at each level. 

	
  
 Level  Elective  Music Minor  BA Music Ed  BFA  MA 

 1  Standard entry 
level 

 Minimum 
acceptance 
level 

      

 2  Third year of 
study 

 Standard entry 
level 

 Probationary 
entry 

    

 3    Second year 
of study 

 Standard entry 
level 

 Probationary 
entry level 

  

 4      Second year of 
study 

 Standard entry 
level 

  

 5      Upper division 
study (based upon 
successful 
completion of 
sophomore 
hearing) 

 Second year of 
study 

  

 6      Completion of 
third year of 
study. Permission 
to schedule Senior 
Recital hearing. 

 Upper division 
study (based on 
successful 
completion of 
sophomore 
hearing) 

  

 7      Graduation 
(based upon 
successful 
completion of 
Senior Recital) 

 Completion of 
third year of 
study (based 
upon successful 
completion of 
Junior Recital) 

  

 8        Graduation 
(based upon 
successful 
completion of 
Capstone) 

 Standard entry 
for Performance 
major 

 9        Honors 
undergraduate - 
Performance 

 Second year of 
study for 
Performance 
major 

 
10 

         Recital and 
graduation for MA 
Performance 
major (based 
upon successful 
completion of 
graduate recital) 

	
  



AFRICAN DRUMMING AND DANCE ENSEMBLE 
Music 571  Spring 2016 

 
Instructor:    Steve Hall 
     Office #310 Smith Music Hall 
     Telephone: 696-6468 
     E-mail: hallj@marshall.edu 
 
 
The African Drumming and Dance Ensemble specializes in performing 
traditional music of West Africa.  This ensemble combines dancing, 
drumming and singing into a rich cultural experience in non-western music.  
The ensemble is open to all university students and does not require prior 
musical training. 
 
Course Goals: 1) to provide the basic knowledge and skills necessary in  
   performing traditional music (drumming, dancing &  
   singing) of West Africa. 
   2) to better understand the role of non-western music in  
   the context of daily life and social interaction. 
 
Course Outline: The ensemble will learn and perform approximately three 
to four traditional dances this semester.  Drumming, dancing and singing are 
so closely integrated in the traditional music of W. Africa that it really is 
meaningless to study or perform only one discipline.  The parts performed 
on the drums are often derived from the ethnic languages using multi-tonal 
levels and speech rhythms.  Dancers express the different layers of rhythms 
in their bodies in the attempt to “dance the rhythms”.  Each dance has a 
particular repertoire of suitable songs to draw from. 
 
Evaluation:  Students are expected to attend class regularly and perform 
with the group on all performances.  The ensemble recital for this semester 
is scheduled on Tuesday April 30 at 3:30 p.m.  Additional performances 
may be added to the schedule as requests materialize.  Students are expected 
to make every effort to attend these additional gigs. 
 
Do not expect to make a grade higher than the actual percentage of 
classes/gigs you attend for the semester. 
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