The NSF-ADVANCE program was designed to increase the
number of women in science and engineering fields; there-
fore, creating a more diverse climate at the academic level.

WEEKLY UPDATE

News: Academic Festival Friday, March 13, 2009

In order to celebrate student and faculty scholarship, MU will establish an Academic Festival.
Approved by President Kopp, this Festival will be an annual multidisciplinary display of MU’s
research accomplishments open to the community, alumni, and prospective students. More...

Meet the Faculty: Dr. Karen Mitchell

Dr. Karen Mitchell is a Professor in the Department of
Mathematics and a long time advocate for strengthening math
education statewide. Dr. Mitchell designs innovative methods
and curricula that help teachers at all levels better educate
WYV students in Math. Dr. Mitchell currently teaches Math
Methods and Materials; the History of Mathematics; and Pro-
jective Geometry. She is Chair of the committee working to
develop an Academic Festival at MU. More...

In the article “On the Bottom Line, Good Teaching Tops
Good Research,” the author discusses how effective
teaching methods can reduce student attrition. If stu-
dents sense apathy from a professor, they can feel mar-
ginalized. On the other hand, if they connect with an
instructor, it can make them feel valued and important.
Thus, by being open to students, professors can influ-
ence a student’s decision to stay enrolled.

Recommendations or suggestions for additional resources for
the MU-ADVANCE Office can be sent to Heidi Williams:
(willil43@marshall.edu).

www.marshall.edu/mu-advance




