CONSTITUTION OF THE MARSHALL UNIVERSITY STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION
I. ORGANIZATION
1. MEMBERS
A. All the students of Marshall University shall be members of the 
Marshall University Student Government Association.

i. Membership is open to all students without regard to race, sex, ethnic origin, religious affiliation, age, physical or psychological handicap, or sexual orientation.
ii. In accordance with the policies of Marshall University and all national organizations represented on our campus, hazing will not be permitted. All acts of hazing by any organizational member are forbidden.
2. SUPREME LAW
This Constitution and all laws enacted pursuant thereto shall be the supreme law of the Marshall University Student Government Association.
3. RULES OF ORDER 
All matters not covered in this constitution or Senate legislation shall be governed by the latest edition of Robert’s Rules of Order.
4. PURPOSE 
The major purpose of the Student Government Association shall be to facilitate the development of a sense of joint responsibility of students, faculty members, and administration for the achievement of the university’s educational objectives. The Student Government Association shall be recognized as the sole authorized agency through which student participation in university governance shall be made effective. The Student Government Association shall be the major body in assisting the overall wellbeing of the students of Marshall University. 
5. NAME RESTRICTION
The name “Student Government Association” shall not be used by any student or group of students, except as authorized by the Student Senate or the Executive Branch.
6. RECALL
Students shall have the power to recall any elected official of the Student Government Association. The petition to recall shall be given to the director of Judicial Affairs and shall not be valid until he determines that it contains the signatures of at least ten (10) percent of the qualified voters of that official’s constituency whose recall has been petitioned. Any officer who does not receive a majority of affirmative votes, his/her office shall be declared vacant and filled in accordance with the provisions of this constitution. The sole exception shall be that the recalled official shall not be eligible for the vacancy. 
7. REFERENDUM
The student body shall have the power to call for a ballot on any act of the Senate, provided a petition calling for the ballot that specifies in writing the act on which the referendum is to be taken. This petition shall be signed by at least ten (10) percent of the qualified voters. The President shall, if he determines the petition to be in good order, direct the Election Commission to conduct an election in no less than four days. A majority of the votes cast shall be sufficient to rescind the act. Any act of the Senate may be referred to the student body for a vote, provided the motion is passed by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Senate.
8. INITIATIVE
The student body shall have the power to initiate any act within the power of the Senate, provided that the same procedure shall be used as designated in Section 7 of this article. 
9. AMENDING PROCEDURE
A. Amendments to the Constitution shall become valid under the following 
procedure:

i. An amendment may be introduced to the Senate by any member at any regular session. The proposed amendment shall be debated at the subsequent session.
ii. A majority vote of the members elected shall be necessary for Senate approval of regularly proposed amendments. Approval of the Student Body President shall not be required.
A constitutional amendment shall become law after approval by a simple majority of the Student Senate and ratification by a majority of the students voting in a regular or special election.
C. A constitutional amendment shall become effective as hereunder 
provided:
i. If a proposed constitutional amendment is ratified in a Special Election, it will become law and go into effect as soon as the session following the next Regular Election convenes. 
ii. Regular election – if a proposed constitutional amendment is ratified in a Regular Election, it will become law and go into effect as soon as the session following the next Regular Election convenes. 
iii. Specified Time – if a proposed constitutional amendment with provisions for special time for enactment is ratified, those provisions shall be enacted at that specific time. 
10. VACANCIES OF STUDENT GOVERNMENT
A. If a vacancy shall arise in the office of Student Body President in the case 

of his/her death, resignation, removal, or disability, the order of 



succession shall be:
i. The Student Body Vice-President.
ii. The Senate President Pro-Tempore.
iii. The Senate shall caucus and elect a replacement within fifteen (15) days of the official announcement of vacancy.
B. If a vacancy shall arise in the office of the Student Body Vice President in 


the cause of his/her death, disability, removal or resignation, the 



President shall appoint a new Vice-President with the advice and consent 

of the Senate. 
C. If a vacancy shall arise in the office of Student Senate President Pro-


Tempore, the Senate shall convene in Regular Session and elect from its 


members a replacement. 
II. LEGISLATIVE
11. SUPREME POWER
Supreme legislative powers of the Student Government shall be vested in the Student Senate.
12. ENUMERATED POWERS
A. The Student Senate shall have the power to:
i. Appropriate funds to all agencies of Student Government and to such other activities compatible with the general welfare of the students
ii. Ratify or reject all appointments made by the Student Body President by a majority vote.
iii. Override a Presidential Veto by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Senate members present
iv. Establish such subordinate offices and committees of the Senate as it shall deem appropriate.
v. Must approve all rules governing student elections
vi. Make recommendations to the University President concerning matters affecting the student body but not within the power of the Student Government to adjust
vii. Require reports from all organizations receiving appropriations for the Senate 
viii. Engage in legitimate enterprise for the purpose of gaining revenue for the maintenance of Student Government 
ix. Make all laws necessary and proper to carry out the provisions of the Constitution and promote the general welfare of the students. 
x. Approve or reject the Student Government budget in whole or in part.
xi. Initiate and try all impeachments
13. RESTRICTED POWERS
A. The Senate shall not have the power to:
i. Pass any ex post facto law.
ii. Make any law abridging or denying the freedom of the student press or any other freedom guaranteed by the Constitution of the United States of America or the Constitution of the State of West Virginia.
14. LEGISLATIVE PROCEDURES
A. Legislation may be introduced in the Senate by a main motion, resolution, 

bill or amendment.
i. To be valid, any act must be signed by the Student Senate President Pro-Tempore and approved by the Student body President. If the President disapproves the motion, it shall be returned to the Senate for possible reconsideration and may be enacted into law by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Senate members present. All legislation not signed by the Student Body president within ten (10) days of its receipt shall immediately become law and go into effect. 
15. IMPEACHMENT PROCEDURES
A. Impeachment procedures may be brought against any Student 



Government Association member holding office.
B. When members of the Student Senate or the Student Body President or Vice-President are tried, the director of Judicial Affairs shall preside.
C. The Student Senate, when sitting for the purpose of impeachment, shall be under oath or affirmation.
D. Conviction under any article of impeachment shall require a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote by secret ballot of the senators presently holding office, whether by election or appointment.
E. Judgment in cases of impeachment shall extend no further than removal from office and disqualification from holding any other office of Student Government.
16. MEMBERSHIP
A. The Senate shall consist of qualified students, as provided for by Section 


7 elected by and from the following college and constituencies:
i. College of Business; College of Education & Human Services; College of Fine Arts; College of Health Professions; College of Information Technology & Engineering; College of Liberal Arts; College of Science; Graduate College; Graduate School of Education & Professional Development; School of Journalism & Mass Communication; School of Medicine; University College; Regents College, Honors College, School of Pharmacy, School of Physical Therapy.
ii. A student’s constituency shall be determined by information on file in the Registrar’s Office or Office of Institutional Research.
iii. Within thirty (30) days of the October Student Census, the Student Senate is required to review and or modify Article II, Section 6-A-I and update school/colleges for purposes of Senate reapportionment.
B. No candidate shall simultaneously run for Senator in more than one 


constituency.
C. The advisor shall check the constituency of elected senators following the 

start of each fall and spring semester. Those senators who transfer to a 


different constituency during their term shall be removed from office.
D. The number of Senators apportioned to each constituency shall be 


determined by applying “total headcount enrollment” statistics as provided 

by the Registrar’s Office to the following chart. The total headcount shall 


include undergraduate students enrolled in seven (7) or more hours and 


graduate students enrolled in six (6) or more hours. The total headcount 


enrollment shall be calculated every two years, using the enrollment 


statistics from the September Student Census. These enrollment 



numbers shall be used in determining the Student Government 



Association election ballots for each college in the Student Body elections 

in March. These figures shall last for two years, after which time the most 


current Census numbers shall be used for reapportionment.
E. After the passage of the individual class drop date each fall, the open 


seats within each college shall become at-large seats, with the exception 


that at least one (1) seat remain dedicated to that specific college. At-


large seats may be applied for and filled by a qualified student from any 


college. At-large Senators will serve the entirety of the term to which they 


are appointed. All at-large seats will be converted back into their 



respective college seats for the March elections. 
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F. No Senator shall be unseated because of declining enrollment during his/her term of office.
G. Each constituency that incurs decreased enrollment during the next student population census will lose the appropriate amount of Senate seat(s) in the next Student Government Election when that constituency’s seat(s) expire(s).
17. QUALIFICATIONS AND ELECTIONS
A. Undergraduate candidates for Senate must have achieved a cumulative 


grade point average of 2.75, be enrolled for at least twelve (12) credit 


hours of classes, and must have satisfactorily completed the minimum 


number of credit hours required for full-time fee assessment during one 


spring, fall, or summer term prior to his/her participation in Student 


Government Association. Undergraduates must maintain a 2.75 



cumulative grade point average and satisfactorily complete twelve (12) 


credit hours during the spring and fall semesters of their term.
B. Graduate students are required to achieve a cumulative grade point average of 3.0, and be enrolled in at least nine (9) credit hours of classes and must have satisfactorily completed the minimum number of credit hours required for full-fee assessment during one spring, one fall, or summer term prior to his/her participation in Student Government Association.  Graduate students must maintain a 3.0 cumulative grade point average and satisfactorily complete nine (9) credit hours during the spring and fall semesters of their term.
C. Second semester freshman having completed at least twelve (12) semester hours at Marshall University shall be qualified to fill a seat vacancy within their college. 
D. Senators shall be elected in the regular elections in the spring of each year. The election date shall fall no earlier than the month of March. The exact date shall be determined by the Senate
i. The total number of Senate seats available in the fall must be equal to the total number of available spring seats.
E. All students enrolled at Marshall University have the right to vote in all 


elections presented to the Student Body.
18. QUORUM
One more than half (1/2) of the Student Senators shall constitute quorum.
19. VACANCIES
In case of a vacancy the Student Senate shall publicly announce that applications for that vacancy will be accepted. All applications received shall first be referred to the Judiciary Committee to verify their compliance with the Student Government Constitution and the Student Senate By-Laws. The Judiciary Committee must meet within fifteen (15) instructional days during session. 
20. TERM
A. Senators shall serve one (1) year, elected in the spring and serve through 

the following spring
B. Appointed senators shall serve out the unexpired term of the seat to which they were appointed. 
C. Officers of the Student Senate shall be elected at the beginning of each new session of the Student Senate. 
21. SENATE ADVISORS
A. The Senate shall elect, by majority vote, an advisor(s). The advisor(s) 


shall be a member(s) of the University Faculty or Administration. The 


election shall take place yearly at the same time as the election of Senate 

officers. 
II. EXECUTIVE
22. POWER
The Executive power shall be vested in the Student Body President. To this end, the Student Body President must ensure that the Executive adhere to the requirements, responsibilities, structure, and membership set forth by the Student Government Association Executive Branch by-laws, so long as they are not in conflict with the Constitution. Amendments to the Executive Branch by-laws may only be made effective by approval of a majority vote of the student body in a special or regular election, provided the student body approve the original Executive Branch by-laws as proposed, at the March 2013 Student Government Association Election.
23. ENUMERATED POWERS
A. The Student Body President shall:
i. Make recommendations to the university president concerning matters affecting the students that are not within the power of the Student Government to adjust.
ii. Represent the Student Government Association in all relations.
iii. Make all executive appointments.
iv. Establish such subordinate offices and committees as deemed necessary.
v. Remove any presidential appointed officer for incompetence or neglect of duty.
vi. Serve as an ex-officio member of all committees of the Executive Branch.
vii. Enforce the decisions of the director of Judicial Affairs. 
viii. Execute the decisions of the Student Senate.
ix. Call special sessions when it shall be deemed necessary. 
x. Determine and recommend to the Student Senate the Student Government budget. 
xi. Make recommendations to the Student Senate as deemed necessary.
xii. Have the power to veto bills of the Student Senate as provided in ARTICLE II, Section 4.
B. The Student Body Vice-President shall:
i. Serve as President of the Student Senate.
ii. Serve in the capacity of assistant to the Student Body President.
24. EXECUTIVE REQUIREMENTS
A. Candidates for Student Body President and Vice-President shall have:
i. A cumulative grade point average of at least 3.0
ii. Enrolled for at least twelve (12) credit hours undergraduate of classes during the semester he becomes a candidate.
iii. Satisfactorily competed 40 hours of credit.
iv. Satisfactorily completed, on the Marshall Campus, the minimum number of credit hours required for full-time assessment during two spring, fall, or summer terms prior to the one in which he becomes a candidate.
B. While in office the Student Body President and Vice-President shall:
i. Maintain cumulative grade point averages of 3.0.
ii. Satisfactorily complete twelve (12) hours of classes during the spring and fall semesters of his/her term.
C. The President and Vice-President shall be elected as a single ticket 


during the spring election of each year. Their term of office shall be one 


year. 
25. MEMBERSHIP
A. The Executive Branch shall consist of at least the Student Body 



President, Student Body Vice-President, Business Manager, Election 


Commissioner(s), and other positions as deemed necessary by the 


Student Body President with approval by majority vote from the Senate in 


accordance with the Student Government Association Executive Branch 


by-laws.  
B. The Student Body President shall appoint the Business Manager subject to approval by majority vote of the Student Senate. 
i.
 All Cabinet Members appointed by the Student Body President 


 will be required to hold and maintain a cumulative grade point 

 
 average of 2.75.
C. The Dean of Students shall appoint the Election Commissioner.
26. OATH OF OFFICE
The Director of Judicial Affairs, or a designated person of their choice, shall administer the oath of office to the Student body President and the Student Body Vice-President.
27. FINANCE
A. The Student Government Association shall maintain two separate 



financial accounts.
i. The money collected from the student activities and services fees shall be placed in the Student Government special account of the university. The expenditures of these monies shall be by requisition generated by the Student body president, Vice-President, or designate person, and forwarded for approval to the Dean of Student Affairs or another qualified person.
ii. Monies collected from all other Student Government activities shall be maintained by the Student Government business manager.
B. Once Senate approval is obtained for the fiscal budget, the Executive 


Staff must not exceed ten (10) percent of each approved line item without 

Senate approval.
C. The Senate must approve any expenditure from the budget surplus.
28. FINANCIAL AUDIT
A. All financial records of the Student Government Association shall be 


audited by the Chief University Financial officer or his/her designated 


person, prior to the second week of March of each year. A copy of this 


report shall be submitted to the University President, the Student Body 


Vice-President, and the Senate.
II. JUDICIARY
29. POWER
The judicial power of the Marshall University Student Government shall be vested in the director of Judicial Affairs.
II. Amendment One – The Prayer Amendment
The members of any branch of the Marshall University Student government Associate shall be free to include, as part of any of their meetings, records, a voluntary prayer. Although the members of the Student Government shall always be permitted to lead the prayer, it must remain open for any members of the student body of any fait to be scheduled to lead the prayer if they request permission to do so. The nature and specifics of the prayer shall be left entirely to the discretion of the individual leading it. Therefore, there shall be no effort on the part of the Student Government or its members to restrict the prayers exclusively to any deity, individual, or other specific entity, or likewise to prohibit the invocation of any deity, individual, or other specific entity. 
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