
Some Informal Faculty Evaluations

of WAC at Marshall

"As a senior faculty member, I approached the Writing Across the Curriculum workshop with some trepidation.   I have always asked my students to do a lot of writing in and outside class, so I thought I was already meeting the requirement for writing intensive courses.   I was wrong.  In the workshop I learned that not all writing assignments are good writing assignments, including many of mine.   I learned that writing intensive classes do not have to be grading intensive.   I learned that cooperative learning experiences can be incorporated in almost any class—any subject, any size.   Most importantly, I emerged from the workshop with so many ideas about how to improve my teaching, and I started implementing the new ideas immediately, to the benefit, I believe, of my students."



"As a result [of committing to WAC], my courses have been redesigned to focus on major assignments; to have students come to each class session prepared; to actually grade only the major assignments; to be more of a facilitator because the students now are asked to assume responsibility for much of what we do in class; to include greater and more productive use of group work; and to use evaluation techniques that result in a more accurate assessment of the students’ progress.   In short, I found that WAC is about much more than writing; it is about pedagogy.   I learned how to be a better teacher." 



"WAC courses improve the productivity of my students. They become more involved with the subject and write better papers.  The end result is, better grades, pleased students and professors alike."



"WAC training has enhanced my teaching skills and has subsequently brought my students closer to the characterization of scholar.   It (WAC training) gave me the hypodermic adrenaline I needed after twenty years of teaching—I'm starting anew!"



"Being a WAC professor has helped me focus on how the students are learning.   My students appreciate the methods of writing and revision used in a WAC course.  They appreciate the chance to improve their writing assignments."

"The WAC program helped medical technology students to the degree that a senior MT student has won the Maier Science Writing Award each of the last two years."



"WAC has been the only opportunity I have had to truly share learning between a math class and a business correspondence class.   Because of a linked writing assignment between the two disciplines (Math and Business English), students have had the opportunity to engage in a ‘real-life’ writing assignment with a ‘real’ audience: their peers."



"WAC has utterly transformed my teaching.   I and my students come well prepared, and we energize each other as we work together.   I could never go back to the 'lecture/listen' pedagogy—it simply doesn’t work as well and students do not learn nearly as much."



"WAC has made me re-evaluate the methods I was using and the assignments I was giving in math.   Before, I was looking for answers, but now I look for understanding of concepts and the ability of the student to communicate these concepts to someone else."



"I learned to question and criticize—that is, think critically about my own teaching philosophy and strategies, a process which has led me to innovate at the level of daily in-class activities and even to restructure syllabi."



"Using informal writing at the beginning of the class period to organize the day’s lecture— this has kept student interest perked up and has kept more students reading steadily throughout the term and not just before exams."



"At the outset, I had a clue, but had no idea how writing really helps the creative process in art— specifically, in graphic design classes.  Writing ideas down leads to even more ideas; the process is endless.  Students are better and more singularly focused, and resulting creative projects are better."



"WAC has been responsible for helping me think seriously and systematically about my teaching. The informal writing I now use as the basis of my classroom helps me see how students learn, what we need to focus on, and how well my teaching strategies are working.   I can shape my teaching in response to their learning needs.   I don’t feel alone in the classroom anymore—I am working with a group of colleagues, students, and professionals.  WAC has made our University a responsive teaching environment by valuing thoughtful inquiry into teaching and providing a genuine community committed to that goal.   Now I see opportunities for myself and my students to learn through writing everywhere."
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