Criteria for Writing-Intensive Courses:  

Goals and Criteria


Because Marshall University is committed to the improvement of student writing skills, the responsibility for writing must be shared by all faculty throughout the university.  This commitment means that writing must be practiced and reinforced throughout the curriculum.  Students need to be educated to recognize that writing is a necessary and frequently used skill.  Writing assignments must be designed to increase learning by encouraging students to integrate new knowledge with previous knowledge and to teach discipline-specific uses of writing.


Courses which develop writing skills are of two types:  (1) writing courses—those that develop direct instruction in writing skills and the process of writing (typically two English composition courses); and (2) writing-intensive courses—those that have content as their primary focus but also reinforce writing skills by using writing as an integral part of the learning experience.  The goals and criteria that follow address writing-intensive courses.
Goals for Writing-Intensive Courses

1.
Encourage and reinforce student learning in the disciplines by using writing as a learning tool

2.
Help students write to communicate more effectively

3.
Help students learn critical thinking skills by using writing as a learning tool

4.
Prepare students for writing in their careers and in their personal and community lives

5.
Encourage literacy across the university
The Criteria for Writing-Intensive Courses


In designing writing-intensive courses, faculty and departments are urged to be creative and to modify/design courses which are both faithful to the university-wide criteria and reflective of the differences among fields of study.  Faculty are urged to determine the specific number and kinds of writing assignments, grading scales, and teaching strategies appropriate for their disciplines and for themselves as individual teachers.

All writing-intensive courses must:

1.
Integrate carefully planned writing assignments, low stakes, medium stakes and high stakes, into the course to increase student learning, develop student critical thinking skills, and enhance student ability to write.

2.
List the enhancement of student writing skills and strategies among the course objectives in the syllabus.

3.
Distribute specific written instructions, including criteria for evaluation, for major assignments.

4.
Guide students in conceiving, organizing, and presenting written material in ways appropriate to the subject being studied.

5.
Require revision of at least one writing assignment after receiving response from the professor.

6.
Include, with whatever informal or draft writing is appropriate, at least one assignment that requires students to produce polished, edited, reader-based prose to communicate.

7.
Consider written assignments as a major part of the final grade; in most cases, this needs to be 50% or more.

8.
Distribute writing for the course throughout the semester rather than concentrated at the end.  (Note:  writing here may mean research prospectus, multiple drafts, or progress reports, etc., of the single course project or multiple course assignments.)

N.B.:  In practice, the University WAC Committee may, after negotiation with representatives from individual disciplines, make changes in these criteria to meet disciplinary writing needs.
In addition, all writing-intensive courses should:

1.
Give attention to both the process and the product of writing.  Intervention in the writing process, particularly in its early stages, is a highly effective way of helping students produce better written work.  For example, students can be assisted with task definition, topic selection, information gathering, documentation of sources, organization and formatting, and revision strategies.  Major assignments should have clearly defined stages of preparation and regular progress reviews.

2.
Provide opportunities for students to consult with instructors and perhaps tutors or one another as they prepare drafts of assignments or revisions.

3.
Provide an appropriate variety of writing experiences by including writing with different audiences, purposes, or formats.  There should also be an appropriate mixture of in-class and out-of-class writing and of low, medium, and high stakes writing.
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