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Chief JifBice . S. Supreme
Court, -1835. Founded as
Marshallll cademy, 1837 and

charterel s Marshall College.
1858. Es?_blished as a state-
supported institution in 1867,
Granted university status, 1961

RICK HAYE

University hits §0-year mark

In celebration of Marshall’s 50 years as a university, Gabriel Stabile places a bow on the historic
marker near Old Main on the Huntington campus. (Left to right) Matthew Goddard, Kyle Mushet,
Whitney Burdette, Derek L. Robinson, Xiao Xu and Mourad Gueddiche celebrate with Stabile as he

places the bow.
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hile Marshall University is
the oldest public institu-
tion of higher education

in West Virginia, tracing its founding
to 1837, it took nearly 125 years of
sustained growth before the normal
school established on a knoll in rural
Cabell County would truly come of
age.

Compared to the news that seems
to grab attention nowadays, it is
probably difficult for today’s stu-
dents to understand the significance
of the granting of university status
to the former Marshall College. But
50 years ago, the designation as a
state university meant far more than
just a name.

Video footage and still photo-
graphs shot on Marshall’s campus
the day the news broke that the West
Virginia Legislature had passed the
university bill depict a student body
that celebrated as if the football team
had won a national championship.
A special edition of The Parthenon
hailed, “We are now Marshall ‘U’!”
Crowds gathered as “College” was
symbolically chipped off one of
Marshall’s state highway historical
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markers. Students taped over the
word “college” on the team sweat-
shirts they proudly wore. Cheering
and running across campus, they
acted as if a war had just ended.

And, in essence, that is exactly
what had happened. March 2, 1961,
marked the end of a multi-year battle
for Marshall’s official recognition as
an advanced higher learning institu-
tion in the state of West Virginia.

In his book, “Marshall University:
An Institution Comes of Age, 1837-
1980,” Marshall historian Dr. Charles
H. Moffatt noted that in 1961, uni-
versity status would make Marshall
the first university located in the vast
stretches of central Appalachia be-
tween Lexington, Ky., and Lexington,
Va., and between Athens, Ohio, and
Knoxville, Tenn. At the time, many
states had only one state university, as
was the case here, with West Virginia
University in Morgantown being the
sole university among a handful of
higher education institutions in the
Mountain State.

Dr. Stewart H. Smith, president
of Marshall from 1946 to 1968 and
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Celebrating
5O years as a
university

A distinguished history. Since Marshall was founded in
1837, however, there has been perhaps no greater milestone
than the earning of university status.

Fifty years ago today, on March 2, 1961, to
the joyous cheers of students, faculty, staff
and members of the community in the brand
new Gullickson Hall, Governor W.W. Barron
signed into law the bill granting university
status to Marshall College.

It was a tremendous day for West Virginia
and the entire Marshall family. I have to
believe that Governor Barron, as he put pen
to paper, must have envisioned a vast array
of possibilities for Marshall University, its potential for
growth, and the enormous promise our beloved institution
held for the great State of West Virginia.

Historical accounts tell us it took great maneuvering
and political debate for our institution of higher learning
to become a university. The change did not manifest
from a simple petition or a common declaration. It
was the culmination of a lengthy struggle led by one of
my predecessors, President Stewart Smith, along with
colleagues, friends of Marshall, legislators and other
supporters.

It was indeed a defining moment in the history of Marshall
University.

Today, I am proud to say that Marshall University is
fulfilling the dreams of those who foresaw the institution’s
extraordinary potential and had the courage to pursue it.

Our university boasts record student enrollment, a
flourishing research enterprise, and the growth of new, high-
demand degree programs, like physical therapy, pharmacy and
health informatics. The school’s nationally ranked school of
medicine and forensic science program, as well as its growing
engineering school and the new school of pharmacy are
among the many reasons more students than ever are choosing
Marshall University to find their passions and pursue their
dreams.

Our progress could not have been achieved without the
steadfast support of our state’s legislative and executive
leaders—both past and present. They embraced a vision for
what Marshall University could be in service to the people of
West Virginia and our nation and then placed their trust in
us to make that vision manifest. We greatly appreciate their
tireless support.

We also are thankful to each of you for your continuing
support of Marshall University. We remain committed to
honoring the legacy of our namesake and advancing the
capacity of our university to serve our state and nation with
distinction for generations to come.

We Are... Marshall!

s the oldest public institution of higher education

Kopp, Ph.D.

President

Marshall College s awarded universdy status by the
Wiest Virginia Legislature. On March 2, Gow. William W,
Barron signs the bill on Marshalls camipus.

1965

“Thundering Herd" i adopted a4 Marshalls official
pickname. Bath “Thundedng Herd” and "Big Green™ had
Eeeny used before, but in s faculty, staff and student
vorte, the “Thundening Herd™wins over "Big Green” and
Farns” The buffads is adopted as the school symibel
anvd green the "unbarsity color”

1969

The foothall tearn breaks a 27 -game non-winming
streak, defeating Bowling Green, 21-16, 3t Fairfielkd
Stacium

ks
' 1961 Sudehts snake dance‘acrms Lampus in cel’e’bratinn.

Could they forsee the next 50 years?

. IH

Chartered Southen Alraays plane carmying Marshalls

fethall team and SUpROTTers back to Huntington from ;’:Eﬁ::m! dHI I'i:'?gﬁ“::ﬁﬁ
East Caralina crarghes near Tri-5State Alrport, killing all 75 s Racility befora 33,000 faris

persans on board: 41 football coaches and players, B
staff members, 21 supparters, and a flight crewof 5.

1971

“oung Thendering Herd™stues Xavier, 15-13, at Fairfield
Stackum for first victory after the 1970 plane crash,

1977

The Marshall University Schood of Medicine & foundea
M‘dhmﬂeﬂhtﬁedﬂﬂﬂttﬂfhfdﬁtﬂiﬂlﬂwhmm
first class of students enters in 1978
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SPECIAL SPECIAL

The Parthenon
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Gov. Barron Tells Parthenon
He'll Sign Marshall "U" Bill

(See Story, Page 6}
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Ring Out The News! Marshall Is Now A University!
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1984

1986

The Society of Yeager Scholars & announced, and
named in honor of Gen. Charles "Chuck ™ Yeadger,
the first man to break the sound barrer,

1991

Marshall Stadium opens.

i"l "1 1 ..5"!“ 1’r
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1992

Marshall's faathall tearm wins its first
Division A& national championship,
defeating Youngstown State, 31-28,
i the tithe game at Mashall Stadium.

1997

The West Virginia Graduate College mernges with Marshall University, Thie new
location is noww the South Chadeston Campus.

i\

The men’s basketball team makes the first of thres appearances i the NCAA Toumament nthe 1980s
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Marshall

Continued from Page 1

for whom Smith Hall is named,
fought many years for his be-
loved college to earn university
status by engaging legislators,
backed by strong local support,
and working on a public front
to change attitudes about a sec-
ond university in West Virginia.
Many thought the state should
support only one large uni-
versity, fearing another would
drain resources from WVU.

Smith argued that Marshall
had earned university status
because of the number of aca-
demic programs and advanced
degrees offered, as well as the
growth in enrollment. Smith,
local legislators and area lead-
ers said the change in status
would not only help Marshall
recruit more students and re-
tain better faculty, it also would
result in more federal fund-
ing and private donations, and
help to bring more businesses
to the state.

By 1960, following the es-
tablishment of Marshall’s
College of Applied Sciences,
a request was made to the
state Board of Education to
accord the institution uni-
versity status. The board
approved the request in Oc-
tober 1960, and the battle
for a change in State Code to
make it official began.

Smith had strong support
from Huntington-area legis-
lators, and he joined them in
carrying the fight to lawmakers
from across the state and to the
governor’s office. He unified
the Huntington campus and,
along with the elected officials
and other Marshall supporters,
they persevered. The so-called
Marshall bill passed the West
Virginia Senate on Feb. 16,
1961, and cleared the House
of Delegates shortly after. Gov.
W.W. Barron signed the bill
and dedicated a brand-new
Gullickson Hall at the same
time during a ceremony on
Marshall’s Huntington campus
on March 2, 1961.

As he put his pen to the paper,
Barron said, “It is my privi-
lege and pleasure to place my

The John Deaver Drinka Library opens

1999

The foathall team B ranked 10th in the nation affer
going 13-0, inchuding & 21-3 victory over Brigharm
Young Unhasrsty in the Motor City Bowl,

2003

Marshall Comméns, cormsisting of four oo-ed residence
halk iGibson, Wellman, Haymaker and Willis opens.

signature on legislation to change
the name of this splendid educa-
tional institution from Marshall
College to Marshall University.
It is my sincere wish that Mar-
shall’s future will be resplendent
with new pride and progress . . .
which I am convinced will aid all
of West Virginia.”

The fact that
representatives of
the people of our
State—those who
are serving in the
Legislature—have
seen fit to designate
this institution as
a University means
not only that they
recognize what has
been happening here
and what we have
so far built, but
also it means that
they are expecting
more of us ... The
tradition of the
name “University”
demands our best
efforts, attitudes,
actions and
accomplishments.

—Marshall University President
Stewart H. Smith, 1961

The university and city cele-
brated. It was a turning point in
the university’s history and set
the stage for what has indeed
been a new generation of pride.

Enrollment has more than

2004

Prissident George W, Bush visits Marshall’s Huntington
campas in Apnil to give a speech in the jban C Edwands

Performing Arts Centet

2006

“We Are Marshall"movie premieres in Humtington,
followed by a festive gala,

CM

K 50 INCH

_|_

tripled and the campus infra-
structure has been completely

EXTRA EXTRA

transformed. = The  Marshall
commanty experinced wnimag. | 1 R Parthenml
inable devastation with the plane | ... ... =ees e

crash in 1970 and witnessed an
incredible rebirth through the
1990s, a story that was retold
with a star-studded motion pic-
ture in 2006.

Marshall now offers 159 ma-
jors and 105 degrees through
its 12 colleges. The univer-
sity boasts the nation’s finest
graduate program in foren-
sic science, and a top-ranked
School of Medicine and trans-
portation research institute.
Marshall has developed a
reputation for bioscience re-
search and has in recent years
established new programs in
engineering, physical therapy
and health informatics. Mar-
shall also is launching a new
School of Pharmacy, expected
to field its first class of stu-
dents in fall 2012.

The state’s investment in Mar-
shall has more than paid off,
tripling in the past few years un-
der current President Stephen
J. Kopps leadership. The most
recent economic impact study,
completed in 2010, conservatively
estimates that Marshall returns
$20 for every state dollar invested
in the university, and helps to cre-
ate more than 6,000 jobs.

Kopp has overseen more than
$200 million in new capital proj-

We Are Now. -
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ects and major building renovation.

Since 2005, Marshall has launched
10 new high-demand degree ma-
jors or programs and doubled its
research grant funding.

Marshall's impact will grow
even more, as the university ex-
pects record enrollment in fall
2011 and more than $50 million
in planned infrastructure im-
provements and new buildings
over the next few years.

This growth would not have
been possible without the vi-
sion and leadership more than
50 years ago from Dr. Smith and
local legislators who recognized
the need for Marshall to become
a university. And, while there
has been tremendous positive
change since 1961, Marshall’s
mission will always be to serve
the people of West Virginia and
the entire region.
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The Robert €. Byrd Biotechnology /|

soence Center b dedicated m 2006 ;

and completed in 2007, 2[}09

The women's volleyball team wins the Conferenos LSA The Forensic 5cience

feaarnanent gratiuate program 5 rankesd
M 1inthe nation based
LR soores on the Forensiec

20’08 SCience Assessment Test

First-Year Residence Halls, located on the site of the former [FSAT)

“Lefty” Rollins Track, are completed.

2011

Marshall establishes a School
of Fhammacy

Thie Dt Hicks Softhall Feeld i complated,

Rededication of the Memorial Fountain, after its base and pool
were completely renovated, takes place
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“It is my privilege and pleasure to place my signature on legislation to change the name of this splendid educational

institution from Marshall College to Marshall University. It is my sincere wish that Marshall’s future will be

resplendent with new pride and progress . . . which I am convinced will aid all of West Virginia.”
— West Virginia Governor W.W. Barron
March 2, 1961
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President John F. Kennedy’s congratulatory message was among the
many which arrived after Marshall received university status last
week. It was read to the student body at a convocation honoring
President Smith.
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PHOTO COURTESY OF RICK HAYE
Then and now, Marshall University students in 1961 and 2011 celebrate the change in university status. Current students are kneeling: Marcus Constantino, Derek
L. Robinson, James Clark, Odianosen Ayewoh. 1st Row: Laura Hatfield, Briana McCoy, Amy Bublitz, Alex Greene, Whitley Mayo, Raymond Blevins. 2nd Row: Ryan
Hughes, Amy Cattrell, Megan Graham, Allison Ramell, Lauren Cundiff. 3rd Row: Tyrell Carlton, Kyle Mushet, Amanda Branch, Elin Fields, Danny Holderby. 4th Row:
Cameron Miller, Gabriel Stabile, Xiao Xu, Weiguang Jiang. Holding the Sign: Curry Wooldridge, Matthew Goddard.
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University e T T NI N Marshall University
¥ B e TR has seen many milestones

since its founding, few as

e significant as becoming
congratulate g i (A A R a university.

Foundation, Inc.,

is pleased to

Marshall University

On behalf of our 80,000+
alumni, a hearty

. CONGRATULATIONS,

life-changing & - . = Marshall, on celebrating
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www.marshall eduffoundation
519 jakin Mamshall Drive * Huntingtar, Wiy 25703 wwathendalum.com
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