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Expectations

BE RESPECTFUL ASK QUESTIONS BE INVOLVED



Agenda

• Why visual schedules are 
important

• Keys for developing a useful 
schedule

• Using your schedule as a tool

• Object schedules for kids who 
need more support

• Make your own visual 
schedule



The BASE 
Has to Be in 
PLACE





Five Keys to Developing Your Schedule
Minimize transitions

Balance teacher-directed and child-directed activities

Provide ample time for child-directed play 

Balance large and small group instruction

Balance active and passive activities



Activity: Balancing the Daily Schedule



Using Visual Schedules

Indicates that an activity is completed

Gives extra support

Prepares children for changes

Builds independence



I Have My Schedule…Now What?

Teach

Refer to Schedule 
Throughout 

the Day
Individualize



Classroom Visuals 
and Supports

https://headstartinclusion.org/tools-and-supports/classroom-visuals-and-supports/

https://headstartinclusion.org/tools-and-supports/classroom-visuals-and-supports/


Teach the Schedule
Introduce first, next, 

then language

First, we’ll have snack 
and then centers

First, we have morning 
meeting. Next, we’ll eat 
snack, and then have 

centers

Ask children questions 
about the schedule

What are we doing now?

What did we just do?

What will we do next?

Do we go outside before or 
after lunch?



Refer to the Schedule Throughout the Day

Every time the whole class
 is together

If the schedule is changing

If children are unsure 
about what to do



Schedule Review



Visual schedules support children at all Tiers

TIER •TIER 1 

TIER •TIER 2

TIER •TIER 3





Types of Object Schedules

Representative: For a student who can match objects to objects and are 
beginning to understand that objects are representation things they 
might see in a picture. May use mini objects and pair with pictures

Real life objects: Materials child will need to use in the next activity. 
Choose objects that are meaningful to the child and not necessarily the 
team.



https://autismclassroomresources.com/make-use-object-
schedules/



Apps for Visual Schedules

Choice works
Visual Daily 
Schedule

Tiimo- Visual 
Daily Planner

Visual 
Schedules and 

Social Story

Little Timer 
Hatch 

Countdown

First Then 
Visual 

Schedules



Family Engagement

National Center for Pyramid Model 
Innovations 
(challengingbehavior.org)

https://challengingbehavior.org/
https://challengingbehavior.org/
https://challengingbehavior.org/


Let's Make A Visual Schedule
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    Thank you!

morriska@marshall.edu  -  Kate Morris

hornsbym@marshall.edu-  Marlo Hornsby

www.marshall.edu/bmhtac

http://www.marshall.edu/bmhtac
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