


MINUTES
Marshall University Board of Governors
Special Board Meeting Held Virtually
March 18, 2026

Virtual: Kipp Bodnar, Kathy D’Antoni, Vicki Dunn-Dionne, Kathy Eddy, Donnie Holcomb, Ginny T. Lee, Angel Moore, Geoff Sheils, Bill Smith, Jim Smith, Charles Webb, Charles Wendell
Non-Voting Members: Carleen McNeill, Robin Riner, Connor Waller
Absent: Samuel Moore
I. Call to Order
After confirming that a quorum was present, Chairman Sheils called the meeting to order. 
II. Executive Session under the authority of WV Code §6-9A-4
Upon a motion by Kathy D’Antoni, seconded by Charles Wendell, the Board entered executive session under the authority of WV Code §6-9A-4 to discuss Commercial Competition and Personnel matters.
After an executive session, the Board re-entered open session on a motion by Charles Wendell, seconded by Rusty Webb. 
Chairman Sheils noted that no action was taken during the executive session.
III. Committee of the Whole
Prior to the action item being brought forward to the Board, Chairman Sheils gave the floor to President Brad D. Smith for his remarks. President Smith stated that over the past four weeks, the university, its surrounding community, and alumni across the globe have worked through a complex set of decisions related to Athletics. These discussions have focused on expanding participation opportunities, addressing the financial realities of intercollegiate athletics, and evaluating the infrastructure investments necessary to remain competitive at the Division I level.
Based on new information, the university is now proposing to the Board of Governors the reinstatement of Women’s Swimming & Diving as an official Division I program at Marshall University. This proposal reflects an ongoing commitment to increasing opportunities for women in athletics. As part of this effort, the university also plans to add the sport of STUNT, as previously discussed, and will expand roster sizes across all women’s sports to meet NCAA maximums.
President Smith emphasized that these initiatives will be managed with fiscal responsibility. This includes continued outreach to campus and community partners to support athletics through philanthropic efforts, which are increasingly essential in today’s collegiate environment. He expressed appreciation to the Board for carefully considering the various options presented in recent weeks, as well as taking into account the new information that helped shape this proposal.
He also noted that additional details would be shared during a press conference scheduled for 12:30 p.m. in the Big Green Room at the Joan C. Edwards Stadium, with further coverage available through local news outlets. President Smith concluded by formally presenting the proposal to the Board of Governors for consideration regarding the reinstatement of Women’s Swimming & Diving at Marshall University.
Action Items
A) Reinstatement of the Marshall University Women’s Swimming & Diving Program
The following resolution was read:
Resolved, that the Marshall University Board of Governors approve the reinstatement of the Marshall University Women’s Swimming & Diving program within the Marshall University Department of Athletics.
* Marshall University Athletics proposes the reinstatement of Women’s Swimming & Diving as part of its long-term strategy to responsibly expand women’s athletic opportunities, strengthen Title IX alignment and support sustainable program growth. This resolution vacates the Board Resolution passed on February 17, 2026, which discontinued the Swimming & Diving Program.
After a motion by Rusty Webb, seconded by Charles Wendell, there being no further discussion, a vote was taken and the resolution unanimously passed.
III. Adjournment
Chairman Sheils stated without further business to be in front of the Board, adjourned the meeting without opposition
Respectfully submitted,
___________________________
Kathy D’Antoni, Secretary



