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Introduction 

 Western Richmond Area in Chesterfield 
and Henrico Counties 

 Richmond Triassic Basin 
 First Mined Coal in New World 
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Introduction 

 Coal first discovered circa 1701 by 
Huguenot settlers on banks of James. 

 Mining extended from 1700s to 1900s. 
 Most mining occurred during mid 1800s. 
 Mining operations range from “mom and 

pop” small-scale pits to large 
commercial production mines. 

 Mining techniques and practices evolve 
with time. 



Introduction 

 Much of the mining was undocumented. 
 Lack of records concerning mined 

locations. 
 Suburban sprawl encroached into 

previously mined areas in 1980s and 
1990s and still continues. 

 Abandoned mine features pose threat to 
public safety. 
 



Geology 

 Triassic age rift basin 
 Lenticular shaped 
 Basin is about 30 mi long with maximum 

width of about 10 mi 
 Bedrock is sandstone, siltstone, shale 

conglomerate and coal 
 Mostly westward dipping beds 
 Locally folded and faulted 



Geology 



Geology 



Mining History 

 Commercially mined from 1748 to 1927. 
 Hundreds of drill holes, exploration pits, 

slopes, shafts and open pit mines. 
 Multiple coal beds present.  Thickness of 

beds ranges, but thickest is about 40 ft. 
 Four dominant mining districts on 

eastern edge of basin where coal 
approaches surface. 

 Type and size of mines vary significantly. 
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Suburban Development 
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Case Histories – Chartstone Drive, 
Chesterfield County 
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Case Histories – Chartstone Drive, 
Chesterfield County 



Case Histories – Broad Street Mini 
Storage, Henrico County 



Case Histories – Broad Street Mini 
Storage, Henrico County 



Case Histories – Broad Street Mini 
Storage, Henrico County 

 



Case Histories – Broad Street Mini 
Storage, Henrico County 

 



Case Histories – Ashburg Drive, Henrico 
County 



Case Histories – Ashburg Drive, Henrico 
County 

 



Case Histories – Ashburg Drive, Henrico 
County 



Case Histories – Ashburg Drive, Henrico 
County 
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Case Histories – Ashburg Drive, Henrico 
County 

 



Case Histories – Evansdale Road, 
Henrico County 

 



Case Histories – Evansdale Road, 
Henrico County 



Case Histories – Evansdale Road, 
Henrico County 

 



Case Histories – Tarrington Subdivision, 
Chesterfield County 



 



Case Histories – Coalboro Road, 
Chesterfield County 

 



Case Histories – Coalboro Road, 
Chesterfield County 

 



Case Histories – Coalboro Road, 
Chesterfield County 

 



Grove Shaft - Midlothian Mines Park, 
Chesterfield 

 



Grove Shaft - Midlothian Mines Park, 
Chesterfield 
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Grove Shaft - Midlothian Mines Park, 
Chesterfield 

 



Grove Shaft - Midlothian Mines Park, 
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Grove Shaft - Midlothian Mines Park, 
Chesterfield 
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Grove Shaft - Midlothian Mines Park, 
Chesterfield 

 



Grove Shaft - Midlothian Mines Park, 
Chesterfield 



Grove Shaft - Midlothian Mines Park, 
Chesterfield 



Case Histories - Reeds Branch, 
Polyurethane Foam, Southwest, VA 

 



Case Histories - Reeds Branch, 
Polyurethane Foam, Southwest, VA 



Case Histories - Reeds Branch, 
Polyurethane Foam, Southwest, VA 

 



Thank You! 
 

Questions? 
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