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Dear MA, Counseling Applicant, 
We are excited that you are interested in learning with us at Marshall University!
Admission decision recommendations are made by the academic unit’s selection committee and include consideration of each applicant’s (1) relevance of career goals, (2) aptitude for graduate-level study, (3) potential success in forming effective counseling relationships, and (4) respect for cultural differences.
In addition to your GPA, resume, and reference forms, we ask that you complete (1) an academic writing sample and (2) a video personal statement. 
You will need to complete the academic writing exercise first because some of the prompts from the video statement will require the writing exercise to be completed. 
We hope the instructions below provide you with the information to successfully complete your application. If you need support, then please contact our Admissions Committee Chair, Dr. Jonathan Lent: lentj@marshall.edu 
Enjoy the process!
Be well, 
The Counseling Herd
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Purpose
The academic writing sample is intended to assess the applicant’s readiness for graduate level academic work, including critical thinking, synthesis of ideas, clarity of written expression, and ability to engage scholarly material in a professional and ethical manner.

Description
Applicants must submit an original academic writing sample that responds to the prompt below. The writing sample should be 100% original to the applicant. Although artificial intelligence may be useful in brainstorming and identifying sources, the applicant is responsible for verifying those references and independently drafting their writing sample. Applicants should disclosure if artificial intelligence is used in the creation of this writing sample.  

For this writing sample, we ask you to answer the following prompt: “what does it mean to be a professional counselor?” 

To answer this prompt, please include the following with clear headings to separate each area: 

1. Before reading or researching anything, clearly define what it means to be a professional counselor from your own understanding (est. 1 paragraph).
2. Select and read two of the following articles found here: https://www.marshall.edu/coepd/counseling-research-articles/ 
3. Summarize the perspectives of the two articles (est. 2-4 paragraphs). 
4. Compare your initial definition with the perspectives shared in the journal articles (est. 1-3 paragraphs).
5. Create a new definition of what it means for you to be a professional counselor (1 paragraph).
6. Link to your video personal statement. 

Format
· APA style, 7th edition. Here is a free resource to help: https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/index.html 
· Length: 2 to 4 double spaced pages, excluding title page and references page.
· Use clear headings to designate each section of your response.
· If you use AI, please disclose how you used AI and potential risks and benefits of this kind of use. 
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Purpose
The video personal statement is intended to assess interpersonal awareness, reflective capacity, professionalism, and alignment with the counseling profession. This component allows applicants to demonstrate qualities not easily captured in written materials, including verbal communication, self-reflection, and emerging counselor identity.
Prompt
Applicants must record a video personal statement responding to all questions below. The video should reflect thoughtful preparation while remaining authentic and conversational. Feel free to be creative in your expression as long as every prompt is addressed. 
1. What did it feel like completing the writing sample exercise? What did you struggle with? What did you learn from this experience? 
2. What are your career goals and how will an M.A. in Counseling degree help you accomplish those goals? What makes a program with required synchronous and asynchronous learning the best fit for you? 
3. Counseling involves working with individuals from diverse cultural, social, and lived experiences. How do you build relationships with people who are different from you…or people who have quite different worldviews and beliefs than you? 
4. Some people say that experiencing a similar situation to your client is an asset while others say it is a liability. What is your opinion? How have you come to this conclusion? 
5. What makes now the right time to pursue this degree? How will you maintain your well-being while completing your training? 
Requirements
· Length: 5 to 7 minutes total (7 minutes maximum)
· One continuous recording. Do not splice or heavily edit.
· Notes are permitted; reading from a script is discouraged.


Video Recording and Submission Technical Instructions

If you have any accessibility needs to help complete this step of the application, then please email our Admissions Committee Chair, Dr. Jonathan Lent: lentj@marshall.edu
Otherwise, here are the instructions for recording your video personal statement. 
Create an environment like what you would use to attend live synchronous class sessions in the program and what you would use to perform telebehavioral health services. 
This should include: 
· Clear audio and video. 
· Stable internet connection. 
· Private space is free from distractions and can maintain confidentiality.  

Watch Dr. Eric Beeson review how to record and upload your video personal statement: https://youtu.be/Y54ydeqe8KA 
Here are the steps that Dr. Beeson reviews: 
1. You can use any video recording platform/device that you would like, but we will show you how to use at least one so that you have an option. 
2. Go to https://www.panopto.com/record/, and click “Start Recording Now.”
3. Record your video, click stop, and click “Send to YouTube.” 
4. Wait a second while it is processed. 
5. Once complete, you will have the option to “View on YouTube.” Click there. 
6. Click to edit video. 
7. Click no, it’s not made for kids.
8. Change “visibility” to “unlisted.” Click done. 
9. Click save.
10. Copy the video link. 
11. Paste it into a secure browser (like Chrome’s Incognito Browser) to test that the link works for someone that is not logged into your account. 
12. Then paste a copy of the link into your application package. If you want to double check that your video is linked, then you can include it at the end of your writing sample as well. 
13. Celebrate! 
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