HOME Basics: Faculty Quick Guide for Course Builds & Reviews
This guide is designed to help faculty efficiently address the elements of the H.O.M.E. (Humanistic Online Model for Engagement) Framework during course builds and three‑year course reviews. The summaries below explain common ways a standard can be met but do not represent every possible approach. The detailed minimum requirements for each HOME standard appear in the sections that follow.
For more information about H.O.M.E. Framework Standards and Teaching Resources please see https://www.marshall.edu/design-center/h-o-m-e-at-marshall/ or Book with a Designer.
How to use this Checklist: 
· For each Standard Status, place an “X” beside the criterion you believe has been achieved for that H.O.M.E. Framework Standard.
· When indicating Meets or Exceeds, include a brief example demonstrating how the standard is fulfilled. A single illustrative example is sufficient; there is no need to outline all possible methods.
· For any standard you deem as In progress, please provide comments or questions about the continuous improvement in striving to meet the standard.


Start Here: 
Every fully online course should include:
· A clearly labeled Start Here / Welcome module
· A current syllabus located in that module
· An instructor welcome video (Panopto or YouTube, or embedded)
· This may be titled “Meet Your Instructor,” “Course Introduction,” or similar
These elements establish clarity, presence, and student trust from the outset.
Standard Status:
___ In Progress
___ Met
___ Exceeds

Examples (Met/Exceeds):
Continuous Improvement (In-Progress):


Standard 1: Transparent Course Design
Your course should:
· Be organized into clearly labeled modules or units (e.g., Week 1, Module 2)
· Use a predictable internal structure within modules, such as:
· Overview or instructions
· Learning materials
· Activities
· Submissions
· Include original instructor‑provided content (not only third‑party or publisher materials)
✔ Goal: Students can easily navigate the course and understand what to do each week.
Standard Status:
___ In Progress
___ Met
___ Exceeds

Examples (Met/Exceeds):
Continuous Improvement (In-Progress):


Standard 2: Outcomes & Assessment
Your course should include:
· Clear evaluation criteria or rubrics available before assignments are due
· Examples or models of successful work for major assessments (when applicable)
✔ Goal: Students understand how their work will be evaluated and what success looks like.
Standard Status:
___ In Progress
___ Met
___ Exceeds

Examples (Met/Exceeds):
Continuous Improvement (In-Progress):


Standard 3: Learner Engagement (RSI)
To meet Regular & Substantive Interaction expectations, your course should have:
· At least 2 instructor‑student interaction opportunities (e.g., announcements, feedback, videos, check‑ins)
· At least 2 student engagement opportunities distributed across the course
· These should not be limited to Week 1 only
✔ Goal: Students experience ongoing instructor presence and meaningful engagement over time.
Standard Status:
___ In Progress
___ Met
___ Exceeds

Examples (Met/Exceeds):
Continuous Improvement (In-Progress):


Standard 4: Learning Awareness
Your course should include:
· At least one activity that asks students to consider context, perspective, or situation when applying knowledge
· At least one reflective opportunity where students think about how they are learning—not just what they produced
✔ Goal: Students develop awareness of their learning process and decision‑making.
Standard Status:
___ In Progress
___ Met
___ Exceeds

Examples (Met/Exceeds):
Continuous Improvement (In-Progress):


Standard 5: Active Learning
Your course should include:
· At least one activity that requires students to actively engage in:
· Inquiry
· Analysis or comparison
· Evaluation or judgment
· Creation or problem‑solving
This should go beyond passive content consumption or compliance‑based tasks.
✔ Goal: Students actively work with ideas rather than simply receiving information.
Standard Status:
___ In Progress
___ Met
___ Exceeds

Examples (Met/Exceeds):
Continuous Improvement (In-Progress):


Standard 6: Belonging & Accessibility
Your course should meet basic accessibility expectations, including:
· Proper heading structure in documents and pages
· Alt text for images
· Materials that are readable and navigable by assistive technologies
✔ Goal: All students can access and participate in the course.
Standard Status:
___ In Progress
___ Met
___ Exceeds

Examples (Met/Exceeds):
Continuous Improvement (In-Progress):


Remember: Once the basics are in place, additional refinements can follow through collaboration and continuous improvement. H.O.M.E. encourages faculty to aim beyond “met” requirements. 

