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Introduction

• Who am I?

• Why Curriculum & 
Instruction?

• Why did I choose the theme 
“Begin with the End in 
Mind”?



Academic Background and Goals
• Registered Dietitian

– Professor and Clinician

• Continue teaching in the Department of Dietetics at Marshall 
• Continue serving as the Director of the Didactic Program in 

Dietetics
• Continue working with the department’s USDA nutrition 

education grant 
– Provide consultative work for nutrition education curricula in private and 

public sector

• Apply for tenure and promotion when the doctorate is finished
• Promotion video developed by Marshall

https://www.facebook.com/marshallu/videos/10155336283851482/?hc_ref=ARSuChvzYqu36OmlhZML_YPD
pMKAkdAa8Aau4YkreTC05CD8_-CKCyNEgZP4G57Ovhk&pnref=story

https://www.facebook.com/marshallu/videos/10155336283851482/?hc_ref=ARSuChvzYqu36OmlhZML_YPDpMKAkdAa8Aau4YkreTC05CD8_-CKCyNEgZP4G57Ovhk&pnref=story


Collaboration
• Selected experiences:

– Humanism Project, CI 703: 
Learning Theories (spring 2008)

• Abraham Maslow and Maslow’s 
Hierarchy of Needs

– Marshall University School of 
Medicine Curriculum 
Development, DTS 585    
(summer 2008)

– The move to Huntington’s 
Kitchen and development of the 
Distance Dietetic Internship 
proposal (spring 2016)



Scholarship
• Final Technology Paper, 

CIEC 700 (fall 2015)
– Use of Technology in SNAP-

Ed nutrition education 
curriculum

– Review of DTS quantitative 
data and interviews with 
graduate students

– Survey development and 
poster publication



Scholarship

• What’s Cooking in the 
Kitchen? Review article of the 
DTS department’s move to 
downtown Huntington, CI 
677 (spring 2016)

• Conference proposal: 
Downtown Meets Dietetics: 
Integrating Dietetics 
Education into the 
Community (panel 
presentation with Mallory 
Mount)
– Appalachian Studies 

Conference, Cincinnati, OH, 
April 2018



Scholarship
• Accreditation Review,        

CI 705 (fall 2016)
– Accreditation Process Review 

Poster, presented at the WV 
Academy of Nutrition and 
Dietetics Conference, 
Huntington, WV, May 2017

– DPD Accreditation Logic 
Model



Research
• Research Projects:

– Data collection for NEP
– SNAP-Ed Technology Survey
– SNAP-Ed Garden Survey:

• Submitted to FNCE for October 
2018 in Washington, D.C.

– Huntington’s Kitchen Case Study, 
qualitative review of the DTS 
department’s move downtown: 

• Panel presentation at Appalachian 
Studies Conference in April 2018

• Submitted to FNCE for October 
2018 in Washington, D.C.

• DTS 460- Research in 
Dietetics 
– Teacher Focus Group Project



Research
• EDF 625, Qualitative Research 

in Curriculum Course, 
Personal interview with 
Father John Finnell, Blessed 
Sacrament Parish, South 
Charleston, WV
– Final paper compared 

epistemological approaches in 
research, such as social 
deconstruction and 
constructivism, related ethics 
and participant-generated 
meaning and value to themes 
from the interview

– Based on readings from Lincoln 
and Guba

• EDF 627, Mixed Methods 
Research in Curriculum
– My personal paradigm

pragmatism, constructivism, 
positivism, phenomenology, 
and interpretivism

Pragmatism

Interpretivism
& 

Constructivism

Shared 
Beliefs in a 
Research 

Field

Positivism



Curriculum and Instruction
DPD Director responsibilities:

• Complete yearly program reports

• Manage data for accreditation

• Maintain current information on the 
DTS website and DPD handbook

• Work with prospective students 

I taught the following courses while enrolled 
in the doctoral program:

• DTS 210 Nutrition (for non-majors)

• DTS 201 Introductory Nutrition and 
laboratory

• DTS 202 Introductory Foods and foods 
laboratory 

• DTS 314 Nutrition and Diet Therapy for 
nursing students

• DTS 310 Nutrition across the Lifespan 

• DTS 320 Intermediate Nutrition 

• DTS 460 Research in Dietetics

• DTS 468 Chemistry of Foods and 
laboratory

• DTS 476 Senior Seminar in Dietetics



Curriculum and Instruction
• CI 702 (summer 2007) with Dr. Meyers

– Reflection on this experience

• What is curriculum? 
– Complex influences, personal values, & opinions

• What speaks to me?
– Constructivism

• Piaget, Vygotsky, Dewey
• Scaffolding
• Creating a makerspace in the foods lab

– Humanism
• Maslow, Rogers



Accreditation
• Distance Dietetic Internship 

Proposal

• Self-Study Report for the 
DPD 

• Accreditation site visit, 
February 2017

• Updated DPD ACEND 
standards June 2017

• Reflection on the 
accreditation process 
– Shaping my personal 

curriculum theory



Reflection on the Qualifying Assessment Rubric
• Team teaching requirement

– Reflection on the intentionality of teaching experiences

• Communication

• Depth of Understanding

• Reflection on experiences
– First time through the program and now

• My portfolio website: 
https://amymgannon998419627.wordpress.com/

https://amymgannon998419627.wordpress.com/


Questions? 

Begin with the 
end in mind. 

My last doctoral 
class. 

One journey 
ends and 
another begins.
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