
   
 

Episode 53: Expanding Student Learning Through Strong 
Community Partnerships 

 

Looking for ways to build effective school-community partnerships? In this episode, Early and 
Elementary Learning Specialists Becky Lewis and Samantha Statler discuss the benefits and 
importance of forming effective school-community partnerships. The goal of these partnerships 
is to enrich and continue learning for students when schools are not in session such as before 
school, after school, weekends, extended holiday breaks, and during the summer.  
While these partnerships might focus on academics, it is not their sole focus. Often these 
partnerships focus on other areas as well, such as social-emotional wellness, health and 
nutrition, the arts, sports, and mentoring. These partnerships really look at the needs of the 
students in their communities and build around those needs. These strong partnerships are also 
a great way for the school system to have a positive presence in the community. Tune in to 
hear a little more about where you can start on your journey to building effective school-
community partnerships.  
  
What to listen for:  

• What are school-community partnerships?  
• Why are school-community partnerships important?  
• What are the benefits of strong school-community partnerships for    
      students? For schools?  
• How can schools form effective partnerships with communities?  

  
Resources:  
The importance of school and community partnerships: Mills online degrees. The Importance of 

School and Community Partnerships | Mills Online Degrees. (2020, December 8). 
Retrieved March 1, 2022, from https://online.mills.edu/blog/school-and-community-
partnerships/   

Nine elements of effective school community partnerships to address student mental health, 
physical health, and overall wellness . NYS Community Schools Technical Assistance 
Centers. (2020, January 31). Retrieved March 1, 2022, from 
https://www.nyscommunityschools.org/nyc-region-technical-assistance-center-feb-20-
updates/   

  
Subscribe: 
Are you subscribed to the Leaders of Literacy Podcast? If you are not, make sure to do that 
today because we do not want you to miss any episodes!   
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