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“I love the overall atmosphere. Huntington is very different from where
I am from. This community here at Marshall is very tight. I feel a
genuine bond with everyone who attends the university. No matter
what class or organization you belong to, Marshall is a truly superb
place,” explained Nick Matawa, who is from Brick Township, New
Jersey, which is in Ocean County.
Dual-majoring in both radio and television management and video
production, Nick aspires to direct broadcasts or something similar. He
will graduate in 2022 and is genuinely excited to learn everything he
can. He credits the professors in the W. Page Pitt School of
Journalism and Mass Communications as the best part of the
program.
“The faculty in my department are extremely knowledgeable while
remaining very personal and unique,” said Nick, who appreciates his
journalism professors, but credits Jonathan Nance in the English
Department as his favorite. “He is reliable and an all-around great
guy.”
His favorite place on campus is the WMUL-FM radio station, where he
volunteers as a news anchor in the weekday 5 p.m. newscast, as well
as serves as the traffic director as part of the station’s student led
board of directors. Nick describes the environment as relaxing and full
of dedicated people. He is also a member of Gamma Beta Phi, an
honor society, and a member of the Marshall University Rugby Team.
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Favorite color: Green
Favorite thing about Huntington:
The slower pace, which is different
thank Brick Township

His favorite season is summer at Marshall, as he usually comes to the Favorite spot off campus: Rocco's
Huntington campus during Summer II and III terms, and credits our
Little Italy. I find their food to be the
“dedicated grounds crew” for keeping the campus “immaculate.”
best in the area. Going there is never
a bad decision.
“I chose to attend Marshall University for a variety of reasons, one of
them being that the tuition cost for in-state tuition as a New Jersey
Textbooks or eBooks: I always
resident is very expensive, especially when compared to Marshall’s
prefer hard copy textbooks. I really
out-of-state tuition. Another reason is that I really resonate with the
like the idea of having a tangible
history of this school’s perseverance. I really relate to that way of
book in my hand.
thinking,” said Nick, who is grateful for privately funded scholarships.
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The recipient of the Marvin L. Stone Memorial Journalism Scholarship, the Estelle Margaret Belanger
Memorial Scholarship for the School of Journalism and the Charles F. White Scholarship, Nick
recognizes what a struggle it would be for him to obtain his degree without this support.
“These scholarships mean everything. Without the support that these scholarships provide me, it would
be practically impossible for me to actually obtain a college education,” said Nick. “I would like to tell
them (donors) that their generosity will never be forgotten. It is because of these people that I am here. It
is because of these people that I get to wake up every morning and learn from some of the greatest
educators and people that I have ever met.”
Nick believes that alumni should give back because they were once students and understand the
struggles and challenges associated with earning a degree.
“I know very well that we are all a part of the same family and we should help each other grow and
achieve what we came here to do,” he said.
“Life is slower here and that has taken some adjusting to, however, that is not a bad thing. In fact, I
believe that is the very thing I really like about Huntington, the experience of living in a place that is so
different from where I was born,” explained Nick. “It is allowing me to progress further as a person. Each
day I am here, I am becoming better and better, most certainly because of this new environment and all
the people I interact with on a daily basis.”
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