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“With scholarships, I am able to fund the education that I have
dreamed about for years. These scholarships mean the world to me,
as this is the only way that I am able to afford a post secondary
education. I come from a first-generation, low-income family, in which
affording college once seemed an impossible feat,” said Alyssa
Peyton, an incoming freshman in Marshall University’s Class of 2023.
Alyssa describes her reaction to receiving scholarships as one of
shock and amazement. She is excited to learn everything she can,
inside and outside the classroom and describes herself as a
passionate learner. While her major is yet to be determined, she will
be given the opportunity to take a variety of classes to best shape her
decision about her future career.
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Name: Alyssa Peyton

The Milton, West Virginia, native chose to attend Marshall
because of its proximity to home and its affordability. She is excited to Class of 2023
live on the Huntington campus and get involved in extracurricular
Major: Undecided
activities and the campus social life. Alyssa hopes to develop into a
leadership role in an extracurricular activity, perhaps in community
Hometown: Milton, West Virginia
service or something environmental.
Moving to the Huntington campus, Alyssa anticipates that the
transition from high school to college will be the most difficult.

Favorite color: Sea Green and
Turquoise

“I am used to having a large support group and the thought of being
almost totally on my own scares me. I will still be able to visit and talk
to those who support me, such as my family on the phone, but it will
still be a jarring experience,” she explained.

Textbooks or eBooks: I have a
strong preference for textbooks over
e-Books. While e-Books are a
benefit to natural resources, I find
textbooks to be easier to read than
staring at a screen. I also prefer to
have a physical copy of the text in
my hands.

Crediting her parents as her best supporters and biggest fans, she
aspires to be like her mother with her “beautiful, kind heart, creativity
and genius,” and her father for his “kindness and absolute wisdom.”
As she begins this new journey, she is most thankful for the support
that has led her to college.
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“From my parents, who helped me when I needed someone to lean on; to my teachers, who never
stopped encouraging me to try my best; and my peers, who helped me reach my goals, I am thankful
for everyone in my life who has helped me stand strong,” Alyssa explained.
As she begins her new journey, she adds her scholarship donors to the list of people that she owes a
great amount of gratitude.
“I am incredibly thankful for my scholarships. To my donors, I would like to gratefully thank you. I
cannot thank you enough for this opportunity that I have been given. These scholarships are the only
way that I am able to attend college, which is something that seemed like a fantasy, even three years
ago. Without this chance, I would never have had the opportunity to beat the odds of me not making it
in college because I could not afford it,” she said.
Alyssa hopes that alumni remember their roots as they achieve their goals.
“Alumni can help fund those who are walking in their footsteps. This is more than an investment in the
student; this is an inventment in the future.”
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