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“Growing up in West Virginia, I knew that I wanted to stay in state;
however, I wanted to go somewhere different, somewhere that
would take me out of my comfort zone. So, I enrolled at Marshall,
a school in a town that I had never been to before orientation. I
immediately fell in love with campus and my fellow future
classmates, that July day between my senior year of high school
and freshman year of college,” explained James Prentice, a
native of Elkins, West Virginia.
James is pursuing his Bachelor of Business Administration and
Master of Human Resource Management degrees and will
graduate in 2020. He then plans to attend law school in hopes of
practicing environmental law and looks forward to learning the
legal aspect of business because he finds it interesting.
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He believes that the Lewis College of Business has its students’
best interests in mind through the opportunities they provide for
further education, internships and employment; and credits Dr.
Robin McCutcheon, an economics faculty member, as his favorite
because of the way she encourages her students, engages with
them, provides relatable and understandable examples in the
classroom and challenges students to reconsider the way they
think.
“I love the friendships and bonds with people that I truly believe
would have never happened without the opportunities Marshall
has to offer. Opportunities like Greek Life, Student Government,
honor societies, Housing and Residence Life and many more,”
said James, adding that Marshall’s Student Affairs strives to
make each student’s time at college a memorable one.
“If a student is willing, there is always an opportunity to reach out,
connect, network and most importantly, have an amazing
experience. I wouldn’t change a single thing about the experience
I have had because of Marshall University.”

Major: Bachelor of Business
Administration and Master of Science
in Human Resource Management
Hometown: Elkins, West Virginia
Favorite color: Blue, but Kelly Green
makes me nostalgic
Favorite thing about Huntington:
The community that has show an
intense history of overcoming tragedy.
It amazes me to observe the
perseverance and resilience this
community has.
Textbooks or eBooks: Depending on
the course, I prefer e-books because of
the cost and accessibility.
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An active brother of Alpha Sigma Phi fraternity, James has served as president and held five other
leadership positions for this organization. He credits the fraternity for pushing him to get further
involved on campus and got involved with the Student Government Association (SGA), where he
quickly became an executive. James is also an executive in Order of Omega, an honor society for
Greek Life students with a 3.2 cumulative GPA or higher. In the fall of 2018, he was named Mr.
Marshall, the university’s homecoming king, during halftime. Part of the reason James has been able
to get so involved as a student is due to the multiple merit based scholarships he receives, as well as
one from the Freemasons.
“These scholarships mean so much to me. It is so humbling to me to know that a group of individuals
believe in me so much that they are willing to give me financial help as an investment into my
education,” he said. “If I had anything to say to my donors, it is that I am honored and I won’t let
them down…. They make my education possible and give me a privilege that not everyone gets to
have. I am blessed by my donors in this sense.”
On warm days, James enjoys sitting near the Memorial Fountain and seeing new and familiar faces.
He describes the atmosphere as “serene, yet busy,” and said being away from home, it is this that
makes Marshall seem like his community. His favorite season on the Huntington campus is fall
because of football season, new classes and the opportunity to meet new peers, while catching up
with old friends. James believes Marshall is most beautiful in the fall because of the all of the trees
that change colors. His hope for Marshall is continued growth in recruitment, educational experiences
and expansion of Greek life.
“I hope to see a campus that has even more opportunities than it has now and a better sense of
community than it already possesses,” he said, acknowledging alumni make all the difference in
transforming the university. “I believe there is not a better way to show the quality of your education
than giving back to the institution and organizations that got you to where you are. Everything you do
in college leads to your future. It is definitely a testament to your experience and education by giving
back. These philanthropic men and women make it possible for me and my peers to live in the
best years of our lives.”
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