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“Having a scholarship is incredibly important to me because
it validates my pursuit of history. It reassures me that this is
a field worth studying. Right now, I am the recipient of the
Herschel Heath Scholarship, given in honor of a prominent
former history professor here at Marshall,” said Steven
Straley. “I would like to thank my donors for the continued
support for this scholarship, and consequently, the study of
history. It enables myself and other students to work
towards getting a master’s degree with fewer financial
worries.”
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Choosing to attend Marshall because of its proximity to
home and reasonable tuition costs, the Kenova, West
Virginia, native intends to graduate in the spring of 2021
with a Master of Arts in history. His favorite thing about the
university is that the faculty are accessible, which makes it
easy to make connections with professors. He has also
enjoyed learning how to strengthen his research and writing
skills, as they are important requirements for historians.
Steven believes his biggest challenge has been time
management, particularly with the timing of certain classes
and commuting. His favorite place on the Huntington
campus is Special Collections in Morrow Library.
“It’s full to the brim with rare and interesting materials that I
love to search through for research,” he explained.
With role models ranging from family members to individuals
on campus and some throughout history, Steven finds traits
in each of them that he strives to possess. He cites his
“mamaw” as his biggest supporter because of her constant
encouragement, particularly in regard to his education, and
her pride in his accomplishments.

Hometown: Kenova, West Virginia
Major: History
Favorite color: Green
Textbooks or eBooks: I prefer
textbooks.
Favorite thing about Huntington:
I like how Huntington has many old
buildings, especially in the
downtown area, that are now being
restored and revitalized into new
restaurants, residences and
businesses.
Favorite spot off campus: The
Keith Albee Theatre. It’s a beautiful
venue with plenty of history and a
very ornate appearance. Outside of
the downtown area my favorite
place in Huntington is Heritage
Farm Museum & Village. I’ve
worked there for years now and it is
a wonderful place to teach people
about our Appalachian heritage.
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Currently, Steven is the president of the Marshall University chapter of Phi Alpha Theta, the national
history honor society. He volunteers at the Ceredo Museum, the Ramsdell House and the Kenova
Historical Commission. On weekends, he works as a docent at Heritage Farm Museum and Village.
“I am most thankful to be receiving a quality and worthwhile education at relatively little cost here at
Marshall. I hope Marshall can prepare me to find and obtain the kind of career that I want,” he said.
“Alumni who are able to give back should do so in order to give other people the opportunity to achieve
the same success that they have. It is an investment for the next generation.”
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