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We hear it constantly- the community, the feeling of home- is what
generations of Marshall alumni love most about the university. It is why
they chose to attend Marshall and what they most enjoy when they
return to visit. For Brent and Lindsey Sobczak, the community and
feeling of home is what convinced them to become out-of-state athletes
during their college years.
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A men’s soccer recruit from Brandon, Florida, Brent visited the Huntington campus and knew he had found
his alma mater.
“On my recruiting visit, I really liked the size of the school, the campus and the feel of the community, all of
which were totally different than the other schools I was looking at,” Brent explained.
Fun Facts:

Graduating with his Bachelor of Business Administration in finance and Bachelor of Business
Administration in business management in 2002, Brent believes the friendships he established during his
undergraduate studies are some of his favorite things about attending Marshall. His favorite thing about
attending Marshall is meeting his wife, Lindsey.
“I had a feeling after my initial recruiting trip that Marshall is where I was supposed to go. All of the people I
met on that brief stay, from coaches to teammates and professors made the decision one of the easiest
and best I’ve made to date,” said Lindsey, who came from Dublin, Ohio, to play women’s soccer.
Lindsey also studied in the Lewis College of Business, where she obtained her Bachelor of Business
Administration in accounting. Her favorite thing about Marshall is the close-knit community. She fondly
recalls Friday night soccer games, going to “Quarters” at The Union and being involved with intramural
sports.
The couple moved to Dublin, Ohio, and now are the proud parents of three young girls. Recently, they
returned to Marshall’s Huntington campus for the first time in several years and were shocked at the growth
and expansion that has occurred. For that reason, the couple recently made a gift to the Marshall Rises
campaign to support the construction of the new Lewis College of Business facility, home of the Brad D.
Smith Schools of Business, and the new baseball facility.
“We decided to give back to a place that was so important to us on a personal level. Both Lindsey and I
came to Huntington as ‘outsiders’ to the school and community and left as family. We had such positive
experiences both academically and athletically at Marshall that we felt it was important to give back,” said
Brent.
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Impressed by the growth of the athletic facilities, they chose to help student-athletes and ensure that
progress continues. Their hope is that the new College of Business facility helps aid talent from all over
the world. They foresee the facility helping to attract top-tier students and faculty.
“Marshall offers a more personalized approach and experience with the faculty and administration. The
university offers students the opportunity for growth and development in a nurturing environment that
students might not find at a larger intuition,” said Lindsey.
Encouraging today’s students to ask questions, enjoy their time at Marshall and not be intimidated by
failure, the Sobczaks believe college is one of the best times of life.
“Always do what you can to help others and pay it forward, especially when times are tough.”
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