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“Scholarships mean a great deal to me. They help alleviate
financial burdens, maximize my free time, and push me to achieve
academic excellence. A sense of relief settled in once I learned I
had earned scholarships. It made me feel that all the hard work
was finally paying off and motivated me to continue to strive for
future goals,” said Victoria Blickenstaff, who receives the
PROMISE, Marshall University Presidential and Fairmont Senior
High School Foundation’s Davidson Family Scholarships.
Victoria served as her high school student body president, where
she was responsible for running all social media accounts,
presenting ideas and issues to administration, fundraising for
council, and planning and executing service projects. Because of
this, Victoria decided to major in marketing.
“My experiences lead me to develop communication skills, project
management experience and a creative mindset. I felt marketing
was meant for me,” she explains.
After graduating in 2024, the Fairmont, West Virginia, native hopes
to pursue a master’s degree. She loves the beauty of Marshall’s
campus in every season and enjoys that the size is “easy to
navigate quickly” and large enough to see new people daily.
Victoria knew she wanted to be a Daughter of Marshall after
attending a football game with her family and hearing the crowd
“get so passionate” about chanting “We are Marshall.”
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Favorite color: Green

Citing the Memorial Student Center Plaza as her favorite place on
campus, Victoria enjoys doing homework by the Memorial
Fountain. She believes her favorite opportunity thus far has been
being an extra in the University Chorus music video that honored
the 75 lost in the tragic plane crash. This video was shared during
the 50th annual Memorial Fountain Ceremony on November 14.
“The sense of pride and community I felt standing out on the field
with current students, alumni and faculty members was
indescribable. The gravity of past loss was felt, but so was that of
family and community. I finally felt like part of the Herd,” she
explained.

Textbooks or eBooks: I prefer
textbooks over e-books! I enjoy
physically turning pages!
Favorite place in Huntington: My
favorite place in Huntington is Bahnhof.
It is a German inspired restaurant on the
corner of 7th Ave and 8th St. Their food
is amazing! I have a hard time staying
away!
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As someone who likes being home, Victoria has found her biggest challenge to be not going home
as often as she would have liked. She has also had to let go of certain expectations about college
because of the current pandemic.
“A big challenge as a college student amidst COVID-19 has been ditching expectations. I have
dreamt of college since I was a little girl. I had hoped to do things that have been put on hold. I am
learning to deal with things as they come and brace the unknown,” Victoria said.
Although not currently involved with extracurricular activities, she hopes to join organizations on
campus in the future. Victoria believes she is unique from her peers because she does not take
herself too seriously. Allowing herself to make mistakes and not dwell on possible outcomes, she
focuses on what she has learned and hopes to continue to grow. She deeply values honesty in all
relationships, as she believes it is the foundation for making them last.
During her time at Marshall, she hopes to love her major, make connections and be presented with
unforgettable opportunities. She is most thankful on her educational journey for amazing teachers
who have encouraged her to “strive for excellence.” She believes the lessons they have assisted
her with are ones that will always stay with her and she is grateful for their support. Victoria is also
thankful for those who continue to support the university.
“Alumni donations are crucial to a university’s status. Gifts allow for expansion, experience and
evolution, all of which are important in maintaining the university’s reputation. A university with an
esteemed reputation provides alumni and students both with benefits in a job market.”
Fun Facts

The Marshall University Foundation, Inc. | 519 John Marshall Dr. | Huntington, WV 25703 | 304.696.6264 | www.marshall.edu/foundation

