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“To me, scholarships are important and very necessary for
some individuals to obtain a college degree. When I was
offered a scholarship from Marshall University, I was elated
to say the least. While my parents are very hardworking and
I respect them for everything they do, it would have been
very difficult for me to go to college without the scholarships I
have. Before my scholarship offer, I wasn’t sure how I was
going to pay for college,” said Abbey McBrayer, the recipient
of the Board of Governors and athletic Marco scholarships.
A native of Russell, Kentucky, Abbey chose to attend
Marshall because she fell in love with the campus and family
feeling. Majoring in political science and criminal justice, she
expects to graduate in 2023. Abbey hopes to obtain a
master’s degree in political science as well at Marshall
because she loves the smaller class sizes and the faculty’s
teaching style. Because of the smaller classes, Abbey
believes she has built more personal and stronger
relationships with her professors. After completing her
master’s degree, she intends to attend law school.
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“My favorite opportunity that I’ve been given by the university
is to become the university’s mascot, Marco! I am now on
my second year of being the mascot and I wouldn’t trade this
opportunity for the world!” said Abbey.
Citing a bench between the old INTO building and Prichard
Hall as her favorite place on campus, Abbey enjoys the
scenic area and sits underneath the tree to paint when life
gets too stressful. Balancing classes and extracurricular
activities, she is thankful for the opportunities to get involved.
She represents the College of Liberal Arts as a senator in
the Student Government Association, is a member of the
Young Democrats Club on campus and works as a Resident
Advisor.
“I’m a very extroverted individual and the lack of in person
communication initially hit me hard. I’m a Resident Advisor in
Freshmen North and the new regulations and policies have

Hometown: Russell, Kentucky
Major: Political Science and Criminal
Justice
Favorite color: Kelly Green
Textbooks or eBooks: I prefer
textbooks. I have always preferred
holding the physical item rather than the
digital version.
Favorite place in Huntington: My
favorite place is a little deli in the Antique
District called Bodimers Country Store!
It’s family owned and the cooking is
fantastic!
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been a struggle to enforce when people don’t take the pandemic seriously. I’m now fully adjusted to
virtual life, although I initially struggled with the transition from in person to online, so I’ve been able to
adapt and be social while staying safe through zoom, discord and playing games with my friends,”
Abbey explained.
During her time at Marshall, Abbey hopes to leave a positive, lasting impact on the campus and the
people she encounters. She believes her creativity and unique perspective is what makes her stand out
from peers. Using these traits to engage residents while respecting social distancing guidelines, Abbey
tries to find “extraordinary solutions to ordinary problems.” She values respectful friends who help one
another and is thankful for the “wonderful and personal” professors and her advisor who have made
learning “enjoyable and special.” She is also thankful for alumni who help numerous generations of
Marshall students rise.
“Alumni should give back to the alma mater because it gives students, like me, the opportunity to invest
in their future.”

Abbey's first Marco
appearance at The Joan.
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Abbey's first
Marshall Day at
the Capitol.
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