
Fun Facts:“Campus was really small at the time. There were some old wooden buildings from World War II on
campus and they were being used as classrooms for many classes. I can recall Spanish and some
science classes being held in them. Old Main was being utilized at that time for enrollment and
scheduling services. I believe the bookstore was in a basement room and I think there was some
women’s housing on the upper floor,” recalled Richard. 

“I believe I also attended economics classes in that building. Parking was at a premium, but I found
parking in an alley close by that afforded me the opportunity to leave in a hurry after classes to report for
my full-time job.”

Richard’s job required him to work six nights a week from 3 to 11 p.m. for two weeks and then from 11
p.m. to 7 a.m. for the next two weeks, but he was determined to obtain his degree. 

He recalls his favorite places on campus as his hidden parking spot in the alley, the wooden buildings he
took science classes in during the summer and the saloon on 3rd Avenue. 

“The building was along 3rd Avenue and they were pretty hot, no air conditioning in the summer. The
classes were lengthy and there were several of us ex G.I.’s in them trying to complete our education as
rapidly as possible. We would get lunch or rest breaks and rush over to the saloon, have a couple of cold
beers, and return to class,” Richard said, who graduated with his Bachelor of Arts in Business with a
management emphasis in 1960. Following his graduation, Richard had a 33 year career in sales and
marketing with the Johnson & Johnson Family Companies. 

After getting involved with the Fort Gay High School Alumni Association (FGHS), Richard started
working with the organization to create and build the Fort Gay High School Memorial Scholarship.
Someone began encouraging him to run for a place on the Marshall University Alumni Association’s
(MUAA) board and so he did, realizing he could learn a lot that would help with the FGHS Alumni 

In 1947, a 16-year-old Richard Plymale graduated from high school and
enrolled in a small college in Mississippi. After attending college for one
year with “no clear-cut goals,” Richard decided not to return for his
sophomore year. The Korean War began after he made this decision, so
he enlisted in the U.S. Navy and served for four years. During his time in
the Navy, Richard married and had a child, so upon being honorably
discharged, he realized a formal education was necessary to adequately
support his family. Working 48 hours a week at his full-time job, Richard
enrolled at Marshall College, as it was close to his workplace. He utilized
his G.I. Bill and his family’s support. 
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Association’s success. He served a three-year term on the Marshall University Alumni Association
board and in countless ways to help the FGHS Alumni Association thrive. 

“I learned patience to achieve successes and establish goals and to work within the system to
achieve those goals,” said Richard. “I did learn that there are a lot of dedicated people out there that
are serving. I would encourage anyone who has a wish to learn more about the university and those
who make Marshall a success to join the MUAA and seek board membership.” 

As for dedicated individuals, the FGHS Alumni Association would not be where they are today
without Richard’s 26 years of leadership. He served for 20 years as the president. The club, though
formed earlier, did not begin electing official officers until 1995. 

“The purpose of the group, at that time, was to provide a place and an event each year at which
friendships could be renewed and life events could be discussed. It was our intent that it should
become a memorial to our school leaders and teachers for their outstanding efforts and sacrifices in
leading us into adulthood,” said Richard. “I think it has grown because of the unselfish dedication of
our officers and board members. I think it is the responsibility of board officers to inspire their board
members to think independently and freely express those thoughts to the leadership. That is the key
to great leaders, be a thinker first and then be a leader.”

Upon his 2016 resignation of the presidency, the association bestowed the title “board member
emeritus” upon Richard and the opportunity to continue serving as their Marshall University
representative, both of which he says he treasures.

As for the creation of the scholarship, the FGHS Alumni Association considered many options as a
permanent memorial for those who shaped the future. 

“Why not support the greatest resource of the area, the youth who were preparing themselves for
adulthood?” members of the FGHS Alumni Association realized.

What started as a $500 annual award has now been endowed through the Marshall University
Foundation and grown to a value of over $500,000. Since the first award given in 1999, 30 students
have benefitted from the FGHS Alumni Association’s generosity. 

“There are so many things to be excited about now that there are students enrolled and being
successful and you can say to yourself, ‘I am proud I was and continue to be a part of that,’” Richard
stated, adding that they are looking to alter the guidelines in favor of the students it will benefit.

Richard hopes the next generation “lets their minds wonder.” He encourages them to turn
disappointments into dreams through hard work and perseverance and reminds them that knowing
you will be wrong at times will allow you to reevaluate and examine the future.

The Marshall University Foundation  | 519 John Marshall Drive | Huntington, WV 25703 | 304.696.6264 | www.marshall.edu/foundation



“Remember the help you received in your pursuit of an education and career and pass it down as it
was passed to you,” he encouraged, while reflecting on his hopes for his alma mater.

“I have so many hopes and wishes for Marshall University that I could write a whole paper on the
subject. Early on in our establishment of a scholarship at Marshall, there were so many people at
Marshall who were willing to open their doors, offer suggestions and be physically helpful. I must
mention one of those people by name. Dr. H. Keith Spears, currently acting president at
Campbellsville University, who was a Marshall University faculty member at that time, was a major
force in assisting and advising us at the time of our organizing and establishing our scholarship. Our
appreciation and thanks are eternal. I would encourage Marshall to continue to hire and elevate
leaders with the same talents they exhibit today.”
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