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Scholarships help keep
Huntington native home
It’s a dilemma most aspiring college students who
grow up in college towns face: Do I stay or do I
go?
For Huntington native Tyler Spence, the idea of
moving down the road from Covenant School to
Marshall University wasn’t very appealing.
However, the idea of not having to take out a
loan to attend college was very appealing.
“I went to Marshall originally because it was the
only place I could go and not have to take out any
loans, so it was purely financial,” Spence said.
But once he arrived on campus, he realized he
was home.
“I quickly saw so much of what Marshall had to
offer that I didn’t see as a local high schooler,” he
said. “I made friends, connected with professors,
and got involved on campus in a way I didn’t even
think would be possible for me, especially as a
commuter my first few years. Even though I didn’t
really pick Marshall out of high school, I have
picked it every year since without question. My
love for this university only grows the longer I’m
here and I couldn’t imagine going anywhere else.”

Tyler Spence

A senior in the W. Page Pitt School of Journalism
and Mass Communications, Spence is the
executive editor of The Parthenon, the studentrun newspaper on campus.
“I always really loved the news and current events,
but when I was in high school, I don’t think I really
realized it was something I could pursue as a
career,” Spence said. “I went to a very small high
school with no sort of journalism program at all, so
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it just wasn’t something I was aware of. Because
of this I originally started out in public relations.
However, the more journalism related classes I
took the more I became interested in wanting to
be a journalist. I had always loved writing and had
been considered a strong writer, so it was a
natural fit in my classes.”
An introduction to newswriting course left him
wanting more.
“I was getting great feedback from my professor,
but I wanted bigger stories and more interesting
interviews,” he said. “I ended up interviewing the
Student Government Association president and
vice president about the initiatives they were
pushing for – which was totally outside of my
beat, and I wasn’t even technically a Parthenon
reporter at the time. Nonetheless, that article
became my first ever article published in The
Parthenon. I haven’t really been able to get away
from it since.”
Spence became the opinion editor of The
Parthenon in the spring of 2021, the same time he
started as a reporter.
“I was already writing opinion pieces regularly
before working officially with The Parthenon, so I
think I was a natural fit in that role. I think once I
started, I thought I had really found the place
where I could thrive and grow as a reporter and a
writer, and honestly, I am still shocked that I
didn’t get involved sooner. Now I look back at my
decision to apply and it feels like it should have
been a no brainer, but at the time I wasn’t sure.”
He said his favorite memory with The Parthenon
was covering the official announcement and
welcoming of the 38th of Marshall University
President Brad D. Smith.
“All the media had an opportunity to ask him
questions and I was a part of it,” Spence said. “I
was surrounded by reporters from all the local TV

Tyler Spence represents The Parthenon at the West Virginia
State Capitol for Marshall U Day, Feb. 8.

stations and The Herald-Dispatch, and I think it was
the first time I had other press all around me with
such a high-profile event. I was super nervous and
felt out of my league, but I still managed to stay
calm and ask some good and important questions.
Of course, Brad answered them like a pro.”
Spence said he is excited to get out into the field
upon graduation and to be able to focus on the
work he is so passionate about.
“As much as I love my classes – sometimes I wish I
could just focus on my duties as executive editor
because I know that’s the work that is really going
to make me a stronger and more experienced
journalist,” he said. “I’m really excited about some
of the potential opportunities I may have as well,
especially the chance to work in bigger markets and
new cities.”

A recipient of the James E. Casto Journalism
Scholarship and W. Page Pitt Endowed
Scholarship, Spence will leave the university with
little to no debt.
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"I think the biggest loss for someone coming into
college is to just stay the same way you came in."
“Quite literally I would not be at Marshall if it
wasn’t for the scholarships I have been
provided,” he said. “Because of scholarships I
can likely graduate debt free - or at least with
very minimal debt, and this of course is helpful
to me but also my parents and my brother who
is now also attending MU.”
For the students that follow Spence to
Marshall, he said his biggest piece of advice is
to come with an open mind and to be willing to
be uncomfortable.
“I think the biggest loss for someone coming
into college is to just stay the same way you
came in,” Spence said. “There are so many
opportunities to learn and grow in ways that are
just not possible outside of a college
experience. Visit a club you might not be that
interested in, add that minor, make friends with
that person who thinks differently than you -

it will benefit you so much in the long run. So
much learning is done outside of the classroom
as you share life experiences with students and
professors from across the nation and state.
“If there’s one thing journalism will teach you is
that everyone has a story. Why not take the time
to learn about someone’s story whether through
relationships or through your time in the
classroom? Finally, find your passion and show
others what you’re about. If you have a big
dream – you will not succeed keeping it to
yourself. Work hard in the classroom and tell
your professors your goals and they will help you
get there.
"The motto and quote of the School of
Journalism and Mass Communications sums it
up perfectly – ‘You are not here to learn
mediocrity, you’re here to learn how to excel.’ –
W. Page Pitt.”

Isabella Robinson and Tyler
Spence attend the Scholarship
Honor Brunch April 9 in the
Don Morris Room.
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