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Request for Graduate Addition, Deletion, or Change of a Major or Degree-Page 2

Please provide a rationale for addition, deletion, change: (May attach separate page if needed)

We request a change in the name of the degree program from Master of Science in Physical and Applied Science to Master of
Science in Physics and Applied Sciences. This degree program contains two separate majors: Major in Physics and Major in
Physical and Applied Sciences. By including the name of the Physics major in the name of the degree program, we accomplish
two things: (1) we avoid confusions between the name of the program and the name of one of the majors, and (2) the name of
the program will include the names of both majors, which is desirable for accreditation purposes.

Please describe any changes in curriculum:
List course number, title, credit hours. Note whether each course is required or optional. Enter NONE if no change. (May attach separate

page if needed)
NONE

1. ADDITIONAL RESOURCE REQUIREMENTS: If your program requires additional faculty, equipment or specialized materials to ADD or
CHANGE this major or degree, attach an estimate of the time and money required to secure these items.
NOTE: Approval of this form does not imply approval for additional resources. Enter NONE if not applicable.

NONE

2. NON-DUPLICATION: If a question of possibie duplication occurs, attach a copy of the correspondence sent to the appropriate
department(s) describing the request and any response received from them. Enter NONE if not applicable.

NONE

For catalog changes as a result of the above actions, please fill in the following pages.
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Request for Graduate Addition, Deletion, or Change of a Major or Degree-Page 3

3. Current Catalog Description
Insert the Current Catalog Description and page number from the latest catalog for entries you would like to change.
(May attach separate page if needed)

Master of Science in Physical and Applied Science

4, Edits to the Current Description
Attach a PDF copy of the current catalog description prepared in MS WORD with strikethroughs to mark proposed deletions and use
the highlight function to indicate proposed new text.
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Request for Graduate Addition, Deletion, or Change of a Major or Degree-Page 4
5. New Catalog Description
Insert a ‘clean’ copy of your proposed description, i.e,, no strikethroughs or highlighting included. This should be what you are
proposing for the new description. (May attach separate page if needed)

Master of Science in Physics and Applied Sciences
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Request for Graduate Addition, Deletion, or Change of a Major or Degree-Page 5

Please insert in the text box below your change summary information for the Graduate Council agenda. Please enter the information
exactly in this way (including headings):

Department:

Major or Degree:

Type of Change: (addition, deletion, change)
Rationale:

We request a change in the name of the degree program from Master of Science in Physical and Applied Science to Master of
Science in Physics and Applied Sciences. This degree program contains two separate majors: Major in Physics and Major in
Physical and Applied Sciences. By including the name of the Physics major in the name of the degree program, we accomplish
two things: (1) we avoid confusions between the name of the program and the name of one of the majors, and (2) the name of
the program will include the names of both majors, which is desirable for accreditation purposes.
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ATTACHMENT 1:
Old Catalogue Description for the M.S. in Physical and Applied Science

PHYSICAL AND APPLIED SCIENCE, M.S.
Areas of Emphasis
Chemistry
Geobiophysical Modeling
Geology
Mathematics
Physics and Physical Science
Minor in Geobiophysical Science

The Master of Science in Physical and Applied Science, offered in cooperation with the
Departments of Chemistry, Geology, Computer and Information Technology, and Mathematics,
is intended to provide the opportunity for students with diverse qualifications to improve the
depth and breadth of their knowledge in the Physical Sciences. The degree offered is a M.S. in
Physical and Applied Science, with an Area of Emphasis in one of the following: Chemistry,
Geobiophysical Modeling, Geology, Mathematics, Physics and Physical Science.

The area of emphasis in Geobiophysical Modeling is interdisciplinary, with core courses in
Remote Sensing and GIS Modeling. Thereafter, students may choose from areas of
concentration in Aquatic, Terrestrial or Biophysical Systems and Models.

Admission Requirements

Applicants should follow the admissions process described in this catalog or at the
Graduate Admissions website at www.marshall.edu/graduate/admissions/how-to-apply-for-
admission.

In addition:

a. The applicant must have an undergraduate Grade Point Average (GPA) of 3.0 or

higher on a 4.0 scale in their major;

b. Applicants external to the Marshall University geology department must arrange for
THREE recommendation letters mailed (or e-mailed) to the department chair.

c. Applicants with a GPA between 2.5 and 3.0 in their major may be provisionally
admitted to the Geology emphasis program with the unanimous approval of the
Geology faculty;

d. Applicants who do not meet Marshall’s requirements for a B.S. in Geology may be
required to take additional courses (as determined by the Geology faculty), in
addition to graduate coursework, to provide an adequate foundation in the area of
emphasis. The foundation courses may be undergraduate courses.

Degree Requirements



A Plan of Study approved by the student’s advisor must be submitted for approval to the

Graduate College Dean before the student registers for his or her 12th semester hour. The Plan
of Study is a student’s “blueprint” for completing graduation requirements.

Programs will be designed to meet individual needs. Students must consult with their

advisors for specific requirements. The writing of a thesis is optional in all areas of emphasis.

If the thesis option is chosen, a minimum of 32 hours is required, including not more

than 6 hours for the thesis. Without the thesis, 36 hours are required.

NOTE: These are general guidelines. Individual departments may have their own

requirements.

Hours

Minimum reqUIreMEeNts...............cceiiriiinecieeeee e ee e ess e ssee s 32-36
Area of Emphasis (Chemistry, Geobiophysical Modeling,
Geology, Mathematics, PRYSICS)........c.ocviiiiciiiiiecircseereeeseeseesessesess e sesesneens 12-18
Minor area (Chemistry, Geobiophysical Modeling,
Geology, Mathematics, PRYSICS).........co.viiieeriiiiiieeesseerssessesseseesssesssesese s eeseeas 6
Electives........omaammmmanmvnmmeiim s s iR 12-18

Requirements for Geology Area of Emphasis

1.

Students must pass a qualifying examination during the first eight weeks of their first
semester of graduate work. The exam will be administered orally by the Geology faculty
and will be coordinated by the student’s thesis advisor. Students will be allowed two
attempts to pass the qualifying exam. If a student fails to pass the qualifying exam on
the first or second attempt, the student must withdraw from the program at the end of
their first semester and may not reapply the program until the following academic year.
Following successful completion of the qualifying exam, and prior to the end of the first
semester of graduate work, students must submit to the Graduate College a Plan of
Study approved by the Geology faculty. The plan must include a total of at least 32
hours, at least 16 of which must be earned in classes numbered 600 or above. In
addition, the curriculum must include at least 12 hours of 500-600 level geology
courses. A maximum of six hours may be taken as thesis credit.

Following approval of the Plan of Study, the student forms a thesis committee with the
mutual consent of his/ her advisor and nominated faculty. The committee will consist of
at least three faculty members with graduate status, at least two of whom are faculty
members from the Geology Department.

Following successful passing of the qualifying exam, the student must submit a thesis
proposal to his/her committee. The proposal must be approved by the committee no
later than the end of the student’s second semester of enroliment in the plan.
Guidelines for writing the research proposal can be found on the departmental website.
Students will be evaluated by a letter grade in all graduate coursework with the
exception of the 6 hours of thesis work, which will be evaluated by a CR/NC grade. No
candidate will earn his/her degree unless he/she obtains a “CR” grade for the thesis.
Students should submit an application for graduation to the Graduate College at the
beginning of the semester in which they plan to graduate.



7. Upon completion of his/her thesis work, the student will submit a draft of his/her thesis
approved by his/her advisor to the thesis committee. Guidelines for scientific writing
can be found on the departmental website.

8. The candidate must orally present and successfully defend his/her thesis before his/her
thesis committee. The oral presentation will be open to the public. The subsequent
question-and-answer session by the committee will focus solely on the student’s
research, and will be closed to the public. Upon completion of the Q & A session, the
student will be asked to leave the room, while the committee members deliberate. The
candidate’s thesis advisor will communicate the results of deliberation to the student.
Should the candidate not pass his/ her thesis defense, he/she will be allowed two more
attempts at defending the thesis. Conference or meeting presentations will not
substitute for the oral defense.

9. The student must submit a final copy of his/her thesis with all revisions requested by the
committee members to the committee for final approval. Once the committee approves
the student’s thesis, the student will be given permission to upload a PDF version of the
thesis on the Graduate College ETD Administrator website. The candidate’s advisor is
responsible for proofreading this version to ensure that it is identical to the version
approved by his/her thesis committee.

10. Normal time for completion of the M.S. degree is 2.5 years. A student must complete all
requirements for graduation within five calendar years from the date of successful
completion of his/her qualifying exam. Otherwise, his/her thesis hours will no long
count toward graduation.

11. A student who fails to satisfy criterion 10 above may petition his/her thesis committee
explaining the circumstances behind this delay.

Minor in Geobiophysical Science
The Department of Physics and Physical Science also offers a minor field in
Geobiophysical Science. Please contact the department chair for information about this minor.






ATTACHMENT 2
Change Catalog Description




PHYSICS AND APPLIED SCIENCES, M.S.
MAJORS: Physics
Physical and Applied Science

Areas of Emphasis
Chemistry
Geobiophysical Modeling
Geology
Mathematics
Physics
Minor: Geobiophysical Sciences

The Master of Science in Physics and Applied Sciences degree offers the following
majors: Master of Science in Physics and Master of Science in Physical and Applied Sciences, as
well as Minor in Geobiophysical Science.

The Major in Physics is offered by the Department of Physics. Students with an
undergraduate degree in physics or related fields are encouraged to apply to this major to
advance in their knowledge of physics and to pursue their career goals in industry, government,
or teaching. This major has been designed to meet the needs of students who are either interested
in obtaining an M.S. in Physics as their terminal degree, or who want to pursue further graduate
studies in physics, astronomy, or related fields, serving thus as a bridge to a Ph.D. program.

Graduates with an M.S. in Physics are usually hired into positions which require a high
level of problem-solving or technical skills, either in the government or private sector.

The Major in Physical and Applied Science is offered in cooperation with the
Departments of Chemistry, Geology, Physics, Mathematics, and Computer & Information
Technology, and it provides an opportunity for students with diverse qualifications to improve
the depth and breadth of their knowledge in the physical sciences. The M.S. in Applied Sciences
has areas of emphasis in Chemistry, Geobiophysical Modeling, Geology, Mathematics, and
Physics. The area of emphasis in Geobiophysical Modeling is interdisciplinary, with core courses
in Remote Sensing and GIS Modeling. Thereafter, students may choose from areas of
concentration in Aquatic, Terrestrial, or Biophysical Systems and Models.

1. PHYSICS

Admission Requirements

Applicants should follow the admissions process described in the current catalogue or at
the Graduate Admissions website at www. marshall. edu/graduate/admissions/how-to-apply-for-
admission

Applicants external to the Marshall University Physics department must arrange for
THREE recommendation letters sent to the department chair by mail or email.

In addition, the Physics Department has the following requirements for admission:



l. A B.S. with at least 21 credit hours in physics.
2 A G.P.A of 2.5 for all college work
&4 A minimum average of 3.0 in physics courses

Provisional Admission

Students may be admitted with “Provisional” status if two out of three criteria above are
met. (Students who do not meet either criterion or meet only one criterion are not eligible for
provisional admission.) Provisionally admitted students will be fully admitted to the program
when they have completed 9 hours of classes from the core courses with no grade being below a
“B.” A Physics faculty advisor will review the transcripts of each student in “Provisional Status”
to decide which courses are needed to take to fulfill those 9 hours requirement.

Major Requirements
1. Required Courses (20 credit hours)
PHY 600 Electricity and Magnetism (4)
PHY 608 Statistical Mechanics (4)
PHY 630 Classical Mechanics (4)
PHY 642 Advanced Quantum Mechanics (4)
PHY 645 Methods of Mathematical Physics (4)

2. Elective Courses (6 credit hours), among which one Advanced Lab is required
3. Thesis (6 CH) or Elective Courses (10 CH)

Students can choose between the thesis option and non-thesis option to complete the
requirements for the M.S. program.

Thesis Option: Research opportunities in the Physics Department are broad. Faculty
members in the Physics Department are doing their research in theoretical and experimental
condensed matter physics, nanoscience, solar cells, laser physics, optics, gravitational physics
and astrophysics. Students can choose to work with one of the faculty members on a research
direction the faculty and the students choose. A thesis must be submitted to a committee of 3
faculty members and presented after that in an oral exam.

Non-thesis Option: Students who already complete all required courses and labs and do not
want to do a thesis can fulfill the requirement by taking elective courses from the graduate level
courses offered by the Physics Department.

General Requirement: Students need to complete a minimum of 32 credits with thesis (36
without thesis) with a GPA of 3.0 or better.

2. PHYSICAL AND APPLIED SCIENCE



Admission Requirements

Applicants should follow the admissions process described in this catalog or at the
Graduate Admissions website at www.marshall. edu/graduate/admissions/how-to- apply-for-
admission.

In addition,

e. the applicant must have an undergraduate Grade Point Average (GPA) in their major

of 3.0 or higher on a 4.0 scale;

f. applicants from outside the Marshall University geology department must arrange for
THREE recommendation letters to be sent to the department chair by mail or e-mail;

g. applicants with a GPA between 2.5 and 3.0 in their major may be provisionally
admitted to the Geology emphasis program with the unanimous approval of the
Geology faculty;

h. Applicants who do not meet Marshall’s requirements for a B.S. in Geology may be
required to take additional courses (as determined by the Geology faculty), in
addition to graduate coursework, to provide an adequate foundation in the area of
emphasis. The foundation courses may be undergraduate courses.

Major Requirements

A Plan of Study approved by the student’s advisor must be submitted for approval to the
Graduate College Dean before the student registers for his or her 12th semester hour. The Plan of
Study is a student’s “blueprint” for completing graduation requirements.

Programs will be designed to meet individual needs. Students must consult with their
advisors for specific requirements. The wr1t1ng of a thesis is optional in all areas of emphasis.

If the thesis option is chosen, a minimum of 32 hours is required, including not more than
6 hours for the thesis. Without the thesis, 36 hours are required.

NOTE: These are general guidelines. Individual departments may have their own
requirements.

Hours
Minimum reqUIreMENts .........cocccvrreeeeerrrssessrensesssssnsnssesesssssosssssssesssesssasasasnsasssssensass 32-36

Area of Empha51s (Chemlstry, Ge0b1ophy51ca1 Modelmg, Geology, Mathematics, or

Physics).... T T U T e S SR A e ks e . 12-18
Minor area (Chemistry, Geobiophysical Modeling, Geology, Mathematics, or

PRYSICS) 1.ttt et e 6
EIECHIVES. ....cociiiiiinienrren st e o SRR 5533 S5bm bt temommensanns 12-18

Requirements for Geology Area of Emphasis

1. Students must pass a qualifying examination during the first eight weeks of their first
semester of graduate work. The exam will be administered orally by the Geology faculty



10.

and will be coordinated by the student’s thesis advisor. Students will be allowed two
attempts to pass the qualifying exam. If a student fails to pass the qualifying exam on the
first or second attempt, the student must withdraw from the program at the end of their
first semester and may not reapply the program until the following academic year.
Following successful completion of the qualifying exam, and prior to the end of the first
semester of graduate work, students must submit to the Graduate College a Plan of Study
approved by the Geology faculty. The plan must include a total of at least 32 hours, at
least 16 of which must be earned in classes numbered 600 or above. In addition, the
curriculum must include at least 12 hours of 500-600 level geology courses. A maximum
of six hours may be taken as thesis credit.

Following approval of the Plan of Study, the student forms a thesis committee with the
mutual consent of his/ her advisor and nominated faculty. The committee will consist of
at least three faculty members with graduate status, at least two of whom are faculty
members from the Geology Department.

Following successful passing of the qualifying exam, the student must submit a thesis
proposal to his/her committee. The proposal must be approved by the committee no later
than the end of the student’s second semester of enrollment in the plan. Guidelines for
writing the research proposal can be found on the departmental website.

Students will be evaluated by a letter grade in all graduate coursework with the exception
of the 6 hours of thesis work, which will be evaluated by a CR/NC grade. No candidate
will earn his/her degree unless he/she obtains a “CR” grade for the thesis.

Students should submit an application for graduation to the Graduate College at the
beginning of the semester in which they plan to graduate.

Upon completion of his/her thesis work, the student will submit a draft of his/her thesis
approved by his/her advisor to the thesis committee. Guidelines for scientific writing can
be found on the departmental website.

The candidate must orally present and successfully defend his/her thesis before his/her
thesis committee. The oral presentation will be open to the public. The subsequent
question-and-answer session by the committee will focus solely on the student’s research,
and will be closed to the public. Upon completion of the Q & A session, the student will
be asked to leave the room while the committee members deliberate. The candidate’s
thesis advisor will communicate the results of deliberation to the student. Should the
candidate not pass his/ her thesis defense, he/she will be allowed two more attempts at
defending the thesis. Conference or meeting presentations will not substitute for the oral
defense.

The student must submit a final copy of his/her thesis with all revisions requested by the
committee members to the committee for final approval. Once the committee approves
the student’s thesis, the student will be given permission to upload a PDF version of the
thesis on the Graduate College ETD Administrator website. The candidate’s advisor is
responsible for proofreading this version to ensure that it is identical to the version
approved by his/her thesis committee.

Normal time for completion of the M.S. degree is 2.5 years. A student must complete all
requirements for graduation within five calendar years from the date of successful
completion of his/her qualifying exam. Otherwise, his/her thesis hours will no long count
toward graduation.



11. A student who fails to satisfy criterion 10 above may petition his/her thesis committee
explaining the circumstances behind this delay.




Minor in Geobiophysical Science

The Department of Physics also offers a minor field in Geobiophysical Science. Please contact
the department chair for information about this minor.






ATTACHMENT 3:
New Catalog Description

PHYSICS AND APPLIED SCIENCES, M.S.
MAJORS: Physics
Physical and Applied Science

Areas of Emphasis
Chemistry
Geobiophysical Modeling
Geology
Mathematics
Physics
Minor: Geobiophysical Sciences

The Master of Science in Physics and Applied Sciences degree offers the following
majors: Master of Science in Physics and Master of Science in Physical and Applied Sciences, as
well as Minor in Geobiophysical Science.

The Major in Physics is offered by the Department of Physics. Students with an
undergraduate degree in physics or related fields are encouraged to apply to this major to
advance in their knowledge of physics and to pursue their career goals in industry, government,
or teaching. This major has been designed to meet the needs of students who are either interested
in obtaining an M.S. in Physics as their terminal degree, or who want to pursue further graduate
studies in physics, astronomy, or related fields, serving thus as a bridge to a Ph.D. program.

Graduates with an M.S. in Physics are usually hired into positions which require a high
level of problem-solving or technical skills, either in the government or private sector.

The Major in Physical and Applied Sciences is offered in cooperation with the
Departments of Chemistry, Geology, Physics, Mathematics, and Computer & Information
Technology, and it provides an opportunity for students with diverse qualifications to improve
the depth and breadth of their knowledge in the physical sciences. The M.S. in Applied Sciences
has areas of emphasis in Chemistry, Geobiophysical Modeling, Geology, Mathematics, and
Physics. The area of emphasis in Geobiophysical Modeling is interdisciplinary, with core courses
in Remote Sensing and GIS Modeling. Thereafter, students may choose from areas of
concentration in Aquatic, Terrestrial, or Biophysical Systems and Models.

1. PHYSICS

Admission Requirements

Applicants should follow the admissions process described in the current catalogue or at
the Graduate Admissions website at www. marshall.edu/graduate/admissions/how-to-apply-for-
admission



Applicants external to the Marshall University Physics department must arrange for
THREE recommendation letters sent to the department chair by mail or email.

In addition, the Physics Department has the following requirements for admission:

1. A B.S. with at least 21 credit hours in physics.
2. A G.P.A of 2.5 for all college work
3. A minimum average of 3.0 in physics courses

Provisional Admission

Students may be admitted with “Provisional” status if two out of three criteria above are
met. (Students who do not meet either criterion or meet only one criterion are not eligible for
provisional admission.) Provisionally admitted students will be fully admitted to the program
when they have completed 9 hours of classes from the core courses with no grade being below a
“B.” A Physics faculty advisor will review the transcripts of each student in “Provisional Status”
to decide which courses are needed to take to fulfill those 9 hours requirement.

Major Requirements
1. Required Courses (20 credit hours)
PHY 600 Electricity and Magnetism (4)
PHY 608 Statistical Mechanics (4)
PHY 630 Classical Mechanics (4)
PHY 642 Advanced Quantum Mechanics (4)
PHY 645 Methods of Mathematical Physics 4)

2. Elective Courses (6 credit hours), among which one Advanced Lab is required
3. Thesis (6 CH) or Elective Courses (10 CH)

Students can choose between the thesis option and non-thesis option to complete the
requirements for the M.S. program.

Thesis Option. Research opportunities in the Physics Department are broad. Faculty
members in the Physics Department are doing their research in theoretical and experimental
condensed matter physics, nanoscience, solar cells, laser physics, optics, gravitational physics
and astrophysics. Students can choose to work with one of the faculty members on a research
direction the faculty and the students choose. A thesis must be submitted to a committee of 3
faculty members and presented after that in an oral exam.

Non-thesis Option: Students who already complete all required courses and labs and do not
want to do a thesis can fulfill the requirement by taking elective courses from the graduate level
courses offered by the Physics Department.



General Requirement: Students need to complete a minimum of 32 credits with thesis (36
without thesis) with a GPA of 3.0 or better.

2. PHYSICAL AND APPLIED SCIENCES

Admission Requirements

Applicants should follow the admissions process described in this catalog or at the
Graduate Admissions website at www. marshall.edu/graduate/admissions/how-to-apply-for-
admission.

In addition,

a. the applicant must have an undergraduate Grade Point Average (GPA) in their major

of 3.0 or higher on a 4.0 scale;

b. applicants from outside the Marshall University geology department must arrange for
THREE recommendation letters to be sent to the department chair by mail or e-mail;

c. applicants with a GPA between 2.5 and 3.0 in their major may be provisionally
admitted to the Geology emphasis program with the unanimous approval of the
Geology faculty;

d. Applicants who do not meet Marshall’s requirements for a B.S. in Geology may be
required to take additional courses (as determined by the Geology faculty), in
addition to graduate coursework, to provide an adequate foundation in the area of
emphasis. The foundation courses may be undergraduate courses.

Major Requirements

A Plan of Study approved by the student’s advisor must be submitted for approval to the
Graduate College Dean before the student registers for his or her 12th semester hour. The Plan of
Study is a student’s “blueprint” for completing graduation requirements.

Programs will be designed to meet individual needs. Students must consult with their
advisors for specific requirements. The writing of a thesis is optional in all areas of emphasis.

If the thesis option is chosen, a minimum of 32 hours is required, including not more than
6 hours for the thesis. Without the thesis, 36 hours are required.

NOTE: These are general guidelines. Individual departments may have their own
requirements.

Hours

Minimum requirements ........ccveeeseesseecsaesencsassrsssssasssasencsnce .32-36

Area of Empha51s (Chemlstry, Geob10phys1cal Modehng, Geology, Mathematics, or
Physics).... SysadiER LI . 12-18

Minor area (Chemistry, Geobiophysical Modeling, Geology, Mathematics, or
PRYSICS) «ouvemeurerrienerosisbsssiisssnsiaebtisssbisivsnstoss s iiaiiierionsimsmssnismonivessaiaviosassossniessisrens 6

FlECtIVES. soversssmremsrnsmsrrssssnntrsspesnnsssynnnns sy b bsdesiaiasss GeFss So B vovavs o s ovvasiines o 12-18



Requirements for Geology Area of Emphasis

1.

Students must pass a qualifying examination during the first eight weeks of their first
semester of graduate work. The exam will be administered orally by the Geology faculty
and will be coordinated by the student’s thesis advisor. Students will be allowed two
attempts to pass the qualifying exam. If a student fails to pass the qualifying exam on the
first or second attempt, the student must withdraw from the program at the end of their
first semester and may not reapply the program until the following academic year.
Following successful completion of the qualifying exam, and prior to the end of the first
semester of graduate work, students must submit to the Graduate College a Plan of Study
approved by the Geology faculty. The plan must include a total of at least 32 hours, at
least 16 of which must be earned in classes numbered 600 or above. In addition, the
curriculum must include at least 12 hours of 500-600 level geology courses. A maximum
of six hours may be taken as thesis credit.

. Following approval of the Plan of Study, the student forms a thesis committee with the

mutual consent of his/ her advisor and nominated faculty. The committee will consist of
at least three faculty members with graduate status, at least two of whom are faculty
members from the Geology Department.

Following successful passing of the qualifying exam, the student must submit a thesis
proposal to his/her committee. The proposal must be approved by the committee no later
than the end of the student’s second semester of enrollment in the plan. Guidelines for
writing the research proposal can be found on the departmental website.

Students will be evaluated by a letter grade in all graduate coursework with the exception
of the 6 hours of thesis work, which will be evaluated by a CR/NC grade. No candidate
will earn his/her degree unless he/she obtains a “CR” grade for the thesis.

Students should submit an application for graduation to the Graduate College at the
beginning of the semester in which they plan to graduate.

Upon completion of his/her thesis work, the student will submit a draft of his/her thesis
approved by his/her advisor to the thesis committee. Guidelines for scientific writing can
be found on the departmental website.

The candidate must orally present and successfully defend his/her thesis before his/her
thesis committee. The oral presentation will be open to the public. The subsequent
question-and-answer session by the committee will focus solely on the student’s research,
and will be closed to the public. Upon completion of the Q & A session, the student will
be asked to leave the room while the committee members deliberate. The candidate’s
thesis advisor will communicate the results of deliberation to the student. Should the
candidate not pass his/ her thesis defense, he/she will be allowed two more attempts at
defending the thesis. Conference or meeting presentations will not substitute for the oral
defense.

The student must submit a final copy of his/her thesis with all revisions requested by the
committee members to the committee for final approval. Once the committee approves
the student’s thesis, the student will be given permission to upload a PDF version of the
thesis on the Graduate College ETD Administrator website. The candidate’s advisor is
responsible for proofreading this version to ensure that it is identical to the version
approved by his/her thesis committee.



10. Normal time for completion of the M.S. degree is 2.5 years. A student must complete all
requirements for graduation within five calendar years from the date of successful
completion of his/her qualifying exam. Otherwise, his/her thesis hours will no long count
toward graduation.

11. A student who fails to satisfy criterion 10 above may petition his/her thesis committee
explaining the circumstances behind this delay.

Minor in Geobiophysical Science

The Department of Physics also offers a minor field in Geobiophysical Science. Please contact
the department chair for information about this minor.






