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Request for Graduate Addition, Deletion, or Change of a Major or Degree-Page 2 

Please provide a rationale for addition, deletion, change: (May attach separate page if needed) 

The requested changes are intended to update information (i.e., GRE scores due to its revision) and to reflect changes made by the 
department as well as to add clarity (i.e., distinguishing between the Clinical Emphasis and the Post-Master's Certificate in Clinical 
Psychology). These changes will give interested individuals more accurate information regarding the Master's in Psychology. 

Please describe any changes in curriculum: 
List course number, title, credit hours. Note whether each course is required or optional. Enter NONE if no change. (May attach separate 
page if needed) 
NONE 

1. ADDITIONAL RESOURCE REQUIREMENTS: If your program requires additional faculty, equipment or specialized materials to ADD or 
CHANGE this major or degree, attach an estimate of the time and money required to secure these items. 
NOTE: Approval of this form does not imply approval for additional resources. Enter NONE if not applicable. 

NONE 

2. NON-DUPLICATION: If a question of possible duplication occurs, attach a copy of the correspondence sent to the appropriate 
department(s) describing the request and any response received from them. Enter NONE if not applicable. 

NONE 

For catalog changes as a result of the above actions, please fill In the following pages. 

Form updated 3/2012 Page2of5 



Request for Graduate Addition, Deletion, or Change of a Major or Degree-Page 3 

3. Current Catalog Description 
Insert the Current Catalog Description and page number from the latest catalog for entries you would like to change. 
(May attach separate page if needed) 

Please see attached 

4. Edits to the Current Description 
Attach a PDF copy of the current catalog description prepared in MS WORD with strikethroughs to mark proposed deletions and use 
the highlight function to indicate proposed new text. 

Form updated 3/2012 Page3of5 



Request for Graduate Addition, Deletion, or Change of a Major or Degree-Page 4 

5. New Catalog Description 
Insert a 'clean' copy of your proposed description, i.e., no strikethroughs or highlighting included. This should be what you are 
proposing for the new description. {May attach separate page if needed) 

Please see attached 

Form updated 3/2012 Page4of5 



.. · Request for Graduate Addition, Deletion, or Change of a Major or Degree-Page 5 

Please insert in the text box below your change summary information for the Graduate Council agenda. Please enter the information 
exactly in this way (including headings): 

Department: 
Major or Degree: 
Type of Change: (addition, deletion, change) 
Rationale: 

Department: Psychology 
Major or Degree: Masters in Psychology 
Type of Change: Change 
Rationale: to correct errors, update information to reflect changes made by the department of psychology,and to add clarity to the 
description of the program(s). 

Form updated 3/2012 Pages ofS 



PSYCHOLOGY, M. A. 
Areas of Emphasis 
Clinical Psychology 
School Psychology 
Graduate Certificate 1n Clinical Psychology (post master' s) 
Graduate Certificate in Behavioral Statistics 
Program Description 
The M.A. program requires a minimum of 36 graduate credit hours, though students may complete 

significantly more, depending upon their objectives. A common "core" of 24 credits (see 

below) is required of all students. The remaining hours are selected in consultation with an 

advisor to help meet students' academic and professional goals. 

For both educational and ethical reasons, it is important that students obtain education and 

training that is consistent with their career goals. For example, students who intend to work 

in applied fields of psychology (e.g., clinical, counseling, school, 

industrial/organizational) should pursue and complete programs of study that prepare them 

with the skills, knowledge and supervised experience needed to develop competence in that 

field; this process is consistent with the APA ethical requirement that psychologists 

restrict their professional work to areas in which they have developed and maintained 

competence. 

Prospective students in our M.A. program should recognize that the general M.A. program is 

NOT in itself a clinical training program; students who plan to do clinical work should apply 

for and complete the entire Graduate Certificate in Clinical Psychology sequence (described 

in a separate section below), which is designed to prepare graduates for entry-level clinical 

positions. 

Admission Requirements 
Deadlines: 

• Application for admission to the Psychology M.A. will be received throughout the year and 

acted on within one week of receipt by the program. 



All applicants should follow the admissions process described in the Graduate Catalog, or at 

the Graduate Admissions website at www.marshall.edu/graduate/admissions/how-to-apply-for-admission. 

(Submit all materials to the Graduate Admissions Office.) 

Applicants must also have: 

• an undergraduate Grade Point Average (GPA) of 3.0 or higher on a 4.0 scale for all 

previously completed undergraduate university work; 

• Graduate Record Exam (General Test) scores no lower than 400 on either the Verbal or 

Quantitative sections, and a minimum total of 900 on those two sections; 

• Completion of the following prerequisite courses: Elementary or Introductory Statistics, 

Experimental Psychology or Research Methods; Abnormal Psychology; Learning, Social Psychology 

and Developmental Psychology. 

PROVISIONAL STATUS: Students may be admitted to the psychology master's program with " 

Provisional" status if either the GRE admission criterion OR the GPA criterion is met. 

(Students who do not meet either criterion are not eligible for admission to the program.) 

Provisionally admitted students will be fully admitted to the program when they have 

completed 12 hours of classes (which must include PSY 517 and 506) from the core courses 

listed below with no grade being below a B.A student who earns a Cor lower in any of the 

listed core classes during the period of provisional status will not be permitted to take 

further graduate hours within the psychology department. 

Students granted provisional admission status must take: 

PSY 517 Statistics) 

PSY 506 Psychometrics () 

And two of the following: 

PSY 674 Biological Bases of Behavior 

PSY 672 Cognitive Psychology 

PSY 606 Advanced Social Psychology OR 



PSY 503 Applied Social Psychology 

PSY 615 Advanced Developmental Psychology OR 

PSY 617 Applied Developmental Psychology 

No student may take more than 18 hours in the psychology department nor take any courses in 
the clinical concentration without receiving full admission to the department. 

Provisional students will be assigned an advisor who must approve all course registrations. 

Provisional students will have a departmental hold placed on their registration to assure 

advisor approval and compliance with this policy. This hold will be permanently removed upon 

full admittance. 

Students who meet the undergraduate GPA and GRE test score requirements but who are missing 

no more than two of the required undergraduate prerequisite classes listed above may also be 

granted provisional admission status. They will then be able to take some graduate classes 

with the approval of their advisors while completing the prerequisites. However, they may 

only enroll in graduate classes for which they have taken the prerequisite as an 

undergraduate. For example, a student who has not had elementary statistics cannot enroll in 

Intermediate Statistics (PSY 517); a student without an undergraduate social psychology 

course cannot take Advanced Social Psychology, etc. 

Students granted provisional admission status because of missing course prerequisites will be 

fully admitted to the program upon successful completion of the missing prerequisites and of 

any graduate courses taken during the provisional period. 

Program Requirements 
General Requirements 

The M.A. program requires a minimum of 36 graduate credit hours, though students may complete 

significantly more, depending upon their objectives. A common "core" of 24 credits (see 

below) is required of all students. The remaining hours are selected in consultation with an 

advisor to help meet students' academic and professional goals. The Clinical Psychology area 

of emphasis (see below) requires a minimum of 26 specified credits beyond the core. 

2-C Rule 



Master's-level coursework and doctoral coursework are viewed separately in terms of this 

policy. In essence, a student may only receive one (1) grade of Cper degree program (M.A., 

post-M.A. within Psy.D.) In the event of the second Cthe student will be dismissed from the 

program. 

Having one (1) grade of C or lower in any particular program (i.e., General M.A., clinical 

certificate, Clinical M.A., or Psy.D.) will not disqualify the student completing the degree 

program successfully. After receiving the first Cgrade the student must meet with his/her 

advisor and the professor of that particular course in order to identify and address issues/ 

behaviors of concern. A form will be signed by the student, professor, and advisor. If the 

student is enrolled in one of the designated clinical courses listed in the subsequent 

section, the course must be repeated but the grade of Cor lower will still stand on the 

record as a first obtained C. In other words, the grade cannot be replaced. If the student 

completes the remaining master's-level coursework without a second graduate of Cor lower, 

s/he will begin the post-M.A. coursework with a "clean slate." 

NOTE: For the purposes of clarification, if a student is enrolled in a terminal master's 

program, all coursework required for completion of the degree is considered master's-level 

coursework. Students who are admitted to the Psy.D. program but have not completed an M.A. or 

M.S. in psychology prior to admission will have all coursework completed within the first 56 

hours considered as master's-level coursework. Students who enter the Psy.D. program with a 

completed master's degree will have the coursework used to complete the master's degree at 

the prior institution considered as master's level coursework. 

Consequences of a second C in terminal master's in psychology programs or certificate programs: If a student 

receives a second grade of Cor lower prior to completing the master's-level coursework, s/he 

will be dismissed from the master's program. If a student has completed a master's program in 

psychology and has a grade of Cor lower in required psychology coursework, and then applies 

for admission to the Clinical Emphasis certificate program, the grade of Cor lower earned in 

the master's program will count as the first C. As noted previously, if the Cwas earned in 

designated clinical coursework, the course must be re-taken. 



Consequences of a second C in the Psy. D. program: If the student is enrolled in the Psy. D. program 

and receives a second grade of Cor lower in master's-level coursework (see definition 

above), s/he will dismissed from both the psychology master's and Psy.D. program and will not 

be allowed to complete the master's degree. If the student completes the master'slevel 

coursework without an additional grade of Cor lower, and that student is enrolled in the 

Psy.D. program, s/he will be allowed to move on to the post-M.A. portion of the Psy.D. 

program with a "clean slate." The post-M.A. portion of the Psy.D. program is defined as all 

hours taken after the 56th hour that are required for the completion of the Psy.D. program. 

Once admitted to the post-M.A. portion of the program, a student who earns a grade of Cor 

lower will be required to meet with his/her advisor and the professor of the course in which 

the grade was earned to discuss issues of concern. If the course is one of the designated 

clinical courses listed in the subsequent section, the student will be required to repeat the 

course. A second grade of Cor lower in the post-M.A. portion of the program will result in 

dismissal from the doctoral program without the awarding of the Psy.D. degree. 

Ethics and Student Behavior 

Students in all programs are expected to behave in accordance with the APA Ethical Principles 

and Code of Conduct. Consequences for violations may include suspension or dismissal from the 

student's program of study. When students in the clinical area of emphasis (M.A. program) 

exhibit behavior indicating inability or limited capacity to successfully perform clinical 

roles and functions, they may be suspended or dismissed from their program of study. 

Plan of Study 

Before registration for the 12th graduate credit hour, all graduate students must complete an 

official Plan of Study form to be approved by the Graduate Director and/or Department Chair 

and submitted for approval to the Graduate College Office. 

Comprehensive Evaluation 

A written comprehensive examination is required of all students in the M.A. program. Details 

about the exam are available from advisors and the program coordinator. In addition, students 



in the Clinical Psychology certificate program must, as part of their clinical internship, 

complete a comprehensive evaluation based on identified clinical competencies. 

Thesis Option 

Students have the option of completing a research thesis. The department bas established a 

set of criteria and procedures for doing a thesis; these are available from advisors. These 

may be good choices for students intending to continue their education in research-oriented 

Ph.D. programs. This issue should be carefully discussed with the advisor. Up to 6 credits of 

PSY 681 (Thesis) may be included as "additional coursework" discussed below. 

Curriculum 
Core Requirements 

PSY 517 Intermediate Behavioral Statistics (NOTE: if PSY 417 or its equivalent was 

completed with a Bor better as an undergraduate, an additional statistics course must be 

substituted, in consultation with the student's advisor.) 

PSY 674 Biological Bases of Behavior () 

PSY 672 Cognitive and Emotional Bases of Behavior () 

PSY 606 Advanced Social Psychology OR 

PSY 503 Applied Social Psychology (NOTE: if either course or its equivalent was 

completed with a Bor better as an undergraduate, the student must take the other course at 

the graduate level.) 

PSY 615 Advanced Developmental Psychology OR 

PSY 617 Applied Developmental Psychology 

PSY 506 Psychometrics (NOTE: If PSY 406 or its equivalent was completed with a Bor 

better as an undergraduate, an acceptable alternative must be substituted, in consultation 

with the student's advisor. 

PSY 605 Ethical and Legal Issues in Psychology () 

PSY 692 M.A. Research Seminar 

Total: 24 credits 

Additional Coursework 



A minimum of 12 additional credit hours are to be selected in consultation with the advisor. 

With the advisor's approval, courses from other departments that are consistent with the 

student's academic and career goals may be included in the required 12 additional credits. 

Students may, and often do, take more than 36 credit hours as part of their degree programs; 

in preparing their plans of study, students should carefully discuss their academic and 

career goals with their advisors and other faculty members. 

Minor in Psychology 
A minor in psychology is earned by successfully completing at least 6 credit hours at the 

500- or 600- level in Psychology as approved by the student's advisor and the Psychology 

Department Chair. 

Area of Emphasis in Clinical Psychology 
The Clinical Psychology area of emphasis consists of 26 credit hours of clinical coursework 

and supervised clinical experience beyond the required department core. (Note: These 26 

credits will meet the requirements for 12 additional credits as noted above in Additional 

Coursework.) It is designed to prepare graduates for master's degree level clinical roles 

within professional psychology. 

Admissions 

Students are admitted to the Clinical Psychology Area of Emphasis M.A. once per year with 

applications open from December 31 through March 15. Admissions requirements are the same as 

for the Psychology M.A. program. Any student who is already fully admitted to the Psychology 

M.A. may submit a letter of interest to the Clinical Area coordinator to be considered for 

admission to the Clinical Psychology Area of Emphasis. More information and application 

materials are available form advisors and from the coordinator. 

Required Courses 

Those marked with • are restricted to students in the clinical track. Students in the M.A. 

clinical area of emphasis must take their specialty track courses in Huntington. It is 



important to note that students in the clinical area of emphasis mustcomplete the entire 

track to receive any letters of support or other indication from individual faculty members, 

the department or the university that the student has achieved appropriate competence in the 

skills or knowledge bases associated with master's level clinical training, and such students 

must complete the entire sequence for the Clinical Psychology Area of Emphasis to appear on 

their transcripts. 

PSY 731 Psychotherapy I 

PSY 732 Psychotherapy II 

PSY 608 Diagnosis and Treatment Planning 

PSY 633 Individual Psychotherapy and Interviewing• 

PSY 610 Assessment of Adults• 

PSY 611 Assessment of Children• 

PSY 620 Adult Assessment Practicum• 

PSY 621 Child Assessment Practicum• 

PSY 634 Group Therapy• 

PSY 670 Clinical Practicum• 

PSY 680 Clinical Internship* 

Area of Emphasis in School Psychology 

The School Psychology area of emphasis consists of 36 hours. It is designed to prepare 

students for entry into the School Psychology Education Specialist (Ed.S.) program. Any 

student who is fully admitted to the Psychology M.A. School Psychology area of emphasis may 

apply to the Ed.S. program in School Psychology in the spring semester of his/her first 

year. 

The following courses are required for the School Psychology area of emphasis. Most of these 

courses are offered on the South Charleston campus. 

Curriculum: M.A. in Psychology with an area of emphasis in School Psychology 
CoreRequuements 



PSY 674 Biological Bases of Behavior OR 

SPSY 674 Biological Bases of School Psychology 

PSY 623 Experimental Design 

PSY 672 Cognitive and Emotional Bases of Behavior OR 

SPSY 675 Cognitive and Emotional Bases of School Psychology 

PSY 526 Cross-Cultural Psychology 

PSY 615 Advanced Developmental Psychology OR 

SPSY 616 Typical & Atypical Child Development 

PSY 605 Ethical, Legal, and Professional Issues in Psychology 

PSY 506 Psychometrics OR 

SPSY 621 Data-Based Decision Making I 

PSY 692 Research Seminar 

Area of Emphasis Requirements 

SPSY 601 Professional Competence I: Schools 

SPSY 617 Indirect Service Delivery I: School Consultation 

SPSY 618 Direct Service Delivery I: Instruction Methods and Behavior Modification 

SPSY 619 Direct Service Delivery I: Individual and Group Counseling OR 

PSY 619 Psychotherapy with Children 

Total: 36 credits 

Clinical Psychology Post-Master' s Certificate 

The Clinical Psychology certificate consists of 26 credit hours of clinical coursework and 

supervised clinical experience. It is designed to prepare graduates for master's degree level 

clinical roles within professional psychology. More information and application materials are 

available from advisors and from the Clinical area coordinator. 

Admission 

Students are admitted to the Clinical Psychology Area of Emphasis Post-Master's Certificate 

program once per year with applications open from December 31 through March 15. Completion of 

a master's degree is required for full admission to this program. 



Slots in the Clinical Psychology Certificate Program are limited. The most qualified 

applicants will be accepted until the slots have been filled. Grade Point Averages 

(undergraduate and graduate) and GRE scores will be considered. 

Required Courses 

The courses listed below are required for the Clinical Psychology certificate. Those marked 

with • are restricted to students in the clinical certificate program. Students in the 

clinical certificate program must take their specialty track courses in Huntington. It is 

important to note that students in the clinical area of emphasis must complete the entire 

track to receive any letters of support or other indication from individual faculty members, 

the department or the university that the student has achieved appropriate competence in the 

skills or knowledge bases associated with master's level clinical training, and such students 

must complete the entire sequence for the Clinical Psychology Area of Emphasis to appear on 

their transcripts. 

Curriculum 
Required: 

PSY 608 Diagnosis and Treatment Planning 

PSY 633 Individual Psychotherapy and Interviewing• 

PSY 610 Assessment of Adults• 

PSY 611 Assessment of Children• 

PSY 620 Adult Assessment Practicum• 

PSY 621 Child Assessment Practicum• 

PSY 634 Group Therapy• 

PSY 670 Clinical Practicum• 

PSY 680 Clinical Internship• 

PSY 731 Psychotherapy• 

PSY 732 Psychotherapy II• 

Electives: 

PSY 619 Psychotherapy with Children (3 er.) • 



PSY 630 Adult Diagnosis and Therapy (3 er.)* 

PSY 635 Child and Family Diagnosis and Therapy (3 er.)* 

PSY 671 Clinical Practicum II (3 er.)* 

Two-C Rule and Student Behavior 

The following two statements are applicable to all psychology graduate programs: 

1. 2-C Rule: Psychology students cannot be admitted to, or continue in, a graduate program 

in psychology if they earn more than one grade of Cor lower in any graduate course in 

psychology or any course included in the plan of study. Such students will not be 

permitted to continue taking courses or to work on a thesis. Please see the complete 

description of the 2-C Rule on the second page of the M.A. in Psychology section. 

2. Ethics and Student Behavior: Students in all programs are expected to behave in accordance with 

the APA Ethical Principles and Code of Conduct. Consequences for violations may include 

suspension or dismissal from the student's program of study. When students in the clinical 

area of emphasis (M.A. program) or the Psy.D. program exhibit behavior indicating inability 

or limited capacity to successfully perform clinical roles and functions, they may be 

suspended or dismissed from their program of study. 

Graduate Certificate in Behavioral Statistics 
Psychology and behavioral research are based, in part, upon the assumption of an orderly 

analysis of empirical data. Within psychology, behavioral statistics offer the foundation for 

discovery and advancement of the profession and provide the support for the demonstrability 

of treatment programs and other forms of psychological intervention. The Graduate Certificate 

in Behavioral Statistics offers a comprehensive array of statistical tools and analyses that 

will enable those who complete the certificate both private and public sector opportunity. 

The certificate represents a balance between the large sample parametric statistics of 

experimental design [ANOVA] and regression and the areas of nonparametric and small or single 

subject design. Certificate holders will be able to create, design, and implement real-world 

statistical paradigms. Employers will benefit from the breadth of the program in the 

graduates' ability to apply behavioral statistical paradigms to their knowledge base. 



Admissions 

Applicants interested in the certificate-only program should apply for admission to Marshall 

University as a Certificate/ Professional Development student and select on the application 

form the Certificate in Behavioral Statistics. The Admissions requirements for the 

certificate program is the same as for the M.A. program in Psychology. All credits earned in 

the Graduate Certificate Program in Behavioral Statistics may be applied to a master's 

degree. For example, PSY 517 is a current requirement for the master's degree in Psychology. 

Other credits earned in the behavioral statistics program may be applied in part to the 

elective hours required for the M.A. degree in Psychology. 

Requirements: 12 hours 

PSY 517, Intermediate Behavioral Statistics •••.••••••..•••••..••.••••••••••••••• 3 hours 

PSY 623, Experimental Design. • • • • • • • • . • . • • • . • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • . • • • • • . • • • 3 hours 

PSY 624, Multivariate Analysis •••••••..••••.••..••••••••••••••••••••.•••.••••••. 3 hours 

And one of the following: 

PSY 651, Advanced Nonparametric Statistics ••••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••.••••• 3 hours 

PSY 654, Single Subject Analysis •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••..••••••••••• 3 hours 

Accelerated Master' s Degree in Psychology 

An Accelerated Master's Degree is available for qualified undergraduate psychology majors. 

See the Accelerated Master's Degree section in this catalog for details. 



PSYCHOLOGY, M. A. 
Areas of Emphasis 

Clinical Psychology 
School Psychology 

Graduate Certificate 
Clinical Psychology (post master' s) 
Behavioral Statistics 

Program Description 

( (u;:·-'-~~~ ~U-o:pt-6( 
1.:__;;;ipt~ 

~ \ 

The General M.A. program requires a minimum of 36 graduate credit hours, though students may 

complete significantly more, depending upon their objectives. A common "core" of 24 credits 

(see below) is required of all students. The remaining hours are selected in consultation 

with an advisor to help meet students' academic and professional goals. 

For both educational and ethical reasons, it is important that students obtain education and 

training that is consistent with their career goals. ·For example, students who intend to work 

in applied fields of psychology (e.g., clinical, counseling, school, 

industrial/organizational) should pursue and complete programs of study that prepare them 

with the skills, knowledge and supervised experience needed to develop competence in that 

field; this process is consistent with the APA ethical requirement that psychologists 

restrict their professional work to areas in which they have developed and maintained 

competence. 

Prospective students in our M.A. program should recognize that the general M.A. program is 

NOT in itself a clinical training program; students who plan to do clinical work should apply 

for and complete either the entire Clinical Emphasis or Graduate Certificate in Clinical 

Psychology sequence (described in a separate section below), which is designed to prepare 

graduates for entry-level clinical positions. 

Admission Requirements 
Applicants are required to submit the completed application form with all requested 

supplemental materials, official transcripts from degree granting institutions, transcripts 
of all previous graduate coursework, official report of the Graduate Record Examination (GRE) 
General Test (scores may not be more than 5 years old), and for the Clinical Emphasis and 
Clinical Psychology Certificate three letters of recommendation. For priority consideration 
completed applications along with all supporting materials must be received by the program's 
deadline (see next section) to be considered for admission. It should be noted that the 



applicati on process i s competiti ve. I t i s r ecommended t hat t he scor es on the GRE Verbal 
sect i on not be l ower t han 150 and scores on t he Quant i tat i ve sect ion no l ower t han 141. 
Likewi se, it i s r ecommended t hat appl ica t i on have a minimum combined total on those two 
sec tions of 297, and an Undergraduate Grade Point (GPA) of 3.0 or higher on a 4. 0 scale for 
all previous l y compl et ed under graduat e univer sity work. Complet i on of t he fol l owi ng 
prer equis i te undergraduate courses i s r equired for admiss ion t o any MA psychology progr am: 
Elementary or Introductory St atist i cs, Experimental Psychol ogy or Research Methods, Abnormal 
Psychology, Psychology of Learning, Soci al Psychol ogy, and Devel opmental Psychology. These 
prer equis ite courses must have been passed at t he under graduat e l evel with a grade no lower 
than a B. 

Appl i cat i on Process 
Al l applicants should follow t he adm issions process described in the Graduate Catal og. 

Appl i cat i on material s and current progr am informat i on can be obtai ned by contacting t he 
Mar shall University Psychology Department, t he Marshall Uni ver si ty Graduate College 
Admissions office website at w11w. marsha ll.l•du graduatl' admissions how t o app l\' f'o r admi ss ion 
or by consulting the Psychol ogy Department website at ww11. mars ha l I. t>d u psl'ch (Submit all 
materia l s to t he Graduat e Admiss i ons Off i ce). 

Clinical Psycho l ogy Area of Emphasis : Any individual who has received a bachelor's 
degree from a regi onal ly accredited college/ un ivers i ty or any student f ull y admi tted to t he 
general psychol ogy MA program* may apply f or admission to t he clinica l psychol ogy area of 
emphasis. For t hose who have not been accepted i nto t he gener al psychol ogy MA progr am i t 
should be understood that applicati on to t he Clinical Emphas i s implici t l y i s a simul taneous 
app lication to t he general psychol ogy MA program. Ot hers who may apply for t he cl i nical 
psychol ogy area of emphasis are indi vi duals who have received a master's degree i n general 
psychol ogy or a doct or at e in a non-c l i nical area of psychology with courses meeting the 
required core courses being greater t han seven (7) year s old. 

Certificate i n Clinica l Psychology: Indivi duals who have received a master's i n 
general psychol ogy or a doct orate in a non-clinica l area of psychol ogy with courses meet ing 
t he required cor e cour ses being l ess t han seven (7) years ol d prior to admiss i on shoul d appl y 
for admiss i on to t he Clinical Psychol ogy Post-Master's Cer t i f i cate Progr am. More i nformation 
and appl i cat i on mater i als are availabl e advisors and t he Clinica l ar ea coordinator or at t he 
Graduate Admiss i ons webs i te. 

*Not e : Any student who i s f ully admi tted to t he general psychol ogy Program at t he t ime 
of their appl ication t o the Area of Emphasis in Clinica l Psycho logy/Post-Maste~s Cert i ficate 
and wil l graduate with the gener al psychol ogy MA prior to star t ing t he clinical sequence, i f 
accepted, must apply to the Post - MA Cer t i f i cat e in Cl i ni cal Psychol ogy. Students who ar e 
ful ly admitted to t he gener al psychol ogy program and wi ll not gr aduate with t he gener al 
psychology MA pr i or to star t ing t he clinical sequence, i f accepted must apply t o t he Area of 
Emphas i s i n Cl i nica l Psychology. I f accepted t he l atter will be required t o compl ete a Change 
of Emphasis For m. 

Deadl ines: 

• Applications for admission to either the General or School Psychology M.A. programs will be 

reviewed throughout the year and acted on within two weeks of receipt by the program . In 



contrast, applications for admission to the Area of Emphasis in Clinical Psychology or Post

Master's Certificate must be received by January 31st for priority consideration or it may not 

be reviewed. As some materials take longer to receive it is strongly encouraged that the 

process be started early. 

PROVISIONAL STATUS: Students may be admitted to the general psychology master's program with 

"Provisional" status if either the GRE admission criterion OR the GPA criterion is met. 

(Students who do not meet either criterion are not eligible for admission to the program.) 

Provisionally admitted students will be fully admitted to the program when they have 

completed 12 hours of classes (which must include PSY 517 and 506) from the core courses 

listed below with no grade being below a B.A student who earns a Cor lower in any of the 

listed core classes during the period of provisional status will not be permitted to take 

further graduate hours within the psychology department. Students who meet the undergraduate 

GPA and the GRE test score requirements but who are missing no more than two of the required 

prerequisite undergraduate classes listed above may also be granted provisional admission 

status. They will then be able to take some graduate classes with the approval of their 

advisor while completing the undergraduate prerequisites. However, they may only enroll in 

graduate class for which they have taken the prerequisite as an undergraduate. For example, a 

student who has not had elementary statistics cannot enroll in Intermediate Statistics (PSY 

517); a student without an undergraduate social psychology cannot take Advanced Social 

Psychology, etc ... Students granted provisional admission status because of missing course 

prerequisites will be fully admitted to the program upon successful completion of the missing 

prerequisite course(s) and of any graduate courses taken during the provisional period. 

Students will not be provisionally admitted to the area of emphasis in clinical psychology or 

the post-master's certificate in clinical psychology. 

Students granted provisional admission status must take: 

PSY 517 Statistics 

PSY 506 Psychometrics 



And two of the following: 

PSY 674 Biological Bases of Behavior 

PSY 672 Cognitive Psychology 

PSY 606 Advanced Social Psychology OR 

PSY 503 Applied Social Psychology 

PSY 615 Advanced Developmental Psychology OR 

PSY 617 Applied Developmental Psychology 

No student may take more than 18 hours in the psychology department 

without receiving full admission to the department. 

Provisional students will be assigned an advisor who must approve all course registrations. 

Provisional students will have a departmental bold placed on their registration to assure 

advisor approval and compliance with this policy. This hold will be permanently removed upon 

full admittance. 

Program Requirements 
General Requirements 

The general psychology M.A. program requires a minimum of 36 graduate credit hours, though 

students may complete significantly more, depending upon their objectives. A common "core" of 

24 credits (see below) is required of all students. The remaining hours are selected in 

consultation with an advisor to help meet students' academic and professional goals. The 

Clinical Psychology area of emphasis (see below) requires a minimum of 26 specified credits 

beyond the core of 24 credits for a total of 50 credits. 

2-C Rule 

Master's-level coursework and doctoral coursework are viewed separately in terms of this 

policy. In essence, a student may only receive one (1) grade of Cper degree program (M.A., 

post-M.A. within Psy.D.) In the event of the second Cthe student will be dismissed from the 

program. 



Having one (1) grade of C or lower in any particular program (i.e., General M.A., clinical 

certificate, Clinical M.A., or Psy.D.) will not disqualify the student completing the degree 

program successfully. After receiving the first Cgrade the student must meet with his/her 

advisor and the professor of that particular course in order to identify and address issues/ 

behaviors of concern. A form will be signed by the student, professor, and advisor. If the 

student is enrolled in one of the designated clinical courses listed in the subsequent 

section, the course must be repeated but the grade of Cor lower will still stand on the 

record as a first obtained C. In other words, the grade cannot be replaced. If the student 

completes the remaining master's-level coursework without a second graduate of Cor lower, 

s/he will begin the post-M.A. coursework with a "clean slate." 

NOTE: For the purposes of clarification, if a student is enrolled in a terminal master's 

program, all coursework required for completion of the degree is considered master's-level 

coursework. Students who are admitted to the Psy.D. program but have not completed an M.A. or 

M.S. in psychology prior to admission will have all coursework completed within the first 56 

hours considered as master's-level coursework. Students who enter the Psy.D. program with a 

completed master's degree will have the coursework used to complete the master's degree at 

the prior institution considered as master's level coursework. 

Consequences of a second C in terminal master's in psychology programs or certificate programs: If a student 

receives a second grade of Cor lower prior to completing the master's-level coursework, s/he 

will be dismissed from the master's program. If a student has completed a master's program in 

psychology and has a grade of Cor lower in required psychology coursework, and then applies 

for admission to the Clinical Emphasis certificate program, the grade of Cor lower earned in 

the master's program will count as the first C. As noted previously, if the Cwas earned in 

designated clinical coursework, the course must be re-taken. 

Consequences of a second C in the Psy. D. program: If the student is enrolled in the Ps y. D. program 

and receives a second grade of Cor lower in master's-level coursework (see definition 

above), s/he will dismissed from both the psychology master's and Psy.D. program and will not 

be allowed to complete the master's degree. If the student completes the master's level 

coursework without an additional grade of Cor lower, and that student is enrolled in the 



Psy.D. program, s/he will be allowed to move on to the post-M.A. portion of the Psy.D. 

program with a "clean slate." The post-M.A. portion of the Psy.D. program is defined as all 

hours taken after the 56th hour that are required for the completion of the Psy.D. program. 

Once admitted to the post-M.A. portion of the program, a student who earns a grade of Cor 

lower will be required to meet with his/her advisor and the professor of the course in which 

the grade was earned to discuss issues of concern. If the course is one of the designated 

clinical courses listed in the subsequent section, the student will be required to repeat the 

course. A second grade of Cor lower in the post-M.A. portion of the program will result in 

dismissal from the doctoral program without the awarding of the Psy.D. degree. 

Ethics and Student Behavior 

Students in all programs are expected to behave in accordance with the APA Ethical Principles 

and Code of Conduct. Consequences for violations may include suspension or dismissal from the 

student's program of study. When students in the clinical area of emphasis (M.A. program) 

exhibit behavior indicating inability or limited capacity to successfully perform clinical 

roles and functions, they may be suspended or dismissed from their program of study. 

Plan of Study 

Before registration for the 12th graduate credit hour, all graduate students must complete an 

official Plan of Study form to be approved by the Graduate Director and/or Department Chair 

and submitted for approval to the Graduate College Office. 

Comprehensive Evaluation 

A written comprehensive examination is required of all students in the M.A. program. Details 

about the exam are available from advisors and the program coordinator. In addition, students 

in the Clinical Psychology certificate program must, as part of their clinical internship, 

complete a comprehensive evaluation based on identified clinical competencies. 

Thesis Option 

Students have the option of completing a research thesis. The department has established a 

set of criteria and procedures for doing a thesis; these are available from advisors. These 



may be good choices for students intending to continue their education in research-oriented 

Ph.D. programs. This issue should be carefully discussed with the advisor. Up to 6 credits of 

PSY 681 (Thesis) may be included as "additional coursework" discussed below. 

Curriculum 
Core Requirements 

PSY 517 Intermediate Behavioral Statistics (NOTE: if PSY 417 or its equivalent was 

completed with a Bor better as an undergraduate, an additional statistics course must be 

substituted, in consultation with the student's advisor. 

PSY 674 Biological Bases of Behavior 

PSY 672 Cognitive and Emotional Bases of Behavior 

PSY 606 Advanced Social Psychology OR 

PSY 503 Applied Social Psychology (NOTE: if either course or its equivalent was 

completed with a Bor better as an undergraduate, the student must take the other course at 

the graduate level.) 

PSY 615 Advanced Developmental Psychology OR 

PSY 617 Applied Developmental Psychology 

PSY 506 Psychometrics (NOTE: If PSY 406 or its equivalent was completed with a Bor 

better as an undergraduate, an acceptable alternative must be substituted, in consultation 

with the student's advisor. 

PSY 605 Ethical and Legal Issues in Psychology 

PSY 692 M.A. Research Seminar 

Total: 24 credits 

Additional Coursework 

The general psychology MA program requires a minimum of 12 additional credit hours beyond the 

required core. These are to be selected in consultation with the advisor. With the advisor's 

approval, courses from other departments that are consistent with the student's academic and 

career goals may be included in the required 12 additional credits. Students may, and often 

do, take more than 36 credit hours as part of their degree programs; in preparing their plans 



of study, students should carefully discuss their academic and career goals with their 

advisors and other faculty members. 

Minor in Psychology 

A minor in psychology is earned by successfully completing at least 6 credit hours at the 

500- or 600- level in Psychology as approved by the student's advisor and the Psychology 

Department Chair. 

Area of Emphasis in Clinical Psychology 

The Clinical Psychology area of emphasis consists of 26 credit hours of clinical coursework 

and supervised clinical experience beyond the required department core. (Note: These 26 

credits will meet the requirements for 12 additional credits as noted above in Additional 

Coursework.) It is designed to prepare graduates for master's degree level clinical roles 

within professional psychology. It is open individuals who received a bachelor's degree from a 

regionally accredited college/ university OR who already hold a master's or doctoral degree in 

a non-clinical area of psychology and whose courses meeting the required core courses were 

completed more than seven (7) years prior to admission as these courses will no longer be 

considered eligible for transfer. Any student who is fully admitted to the General Psychology 

MA program may apply for admission to the clinical psychology area of emphasis (please see 

*NOTE under "Application Process". More information and application materials are available 

from the clinical area coordinator. 

Required Courses 

Those courses marked with • are restricted to students in the clinical track. Students in the 

M.A. clinical area of emphasis must take their specialty track courses in Huntington. It is 

important to note that students in the clinical area of emphasis mustcomplete the entire 

track to receive any letters of support or other indication from individual faculty members, 

the department or the university that the student has achieved appropriate competence in the 

skills or knowledge bases associated with master's level clinical training, and such students 



must complete the entire sequence for the Clinical Psychology Area of Emphasis to appear on 

their transcripts. 

Area of Emphasis Requirements beyond the Core 

PSY 731 Psychotherapy I* 

PSY 732 Psychotherapy II* 

PSY 608 Diagnosis and Treatment Planning• 

PSY 633 Individual Psychotherapy and Interviewing• 

PSY 610 Assessment of Adults• 

PSY 611 Assessment of Children• 

PSY 620 Adult Assessment Practicum* 

PSY 621 Child Assessment Practicum• 

PSY 634 Group Therapy• 

PSY 670 Clinical Practicum• 

PSY 680 Clinical Internship• 

Electives 

PSY 619 Psychotherapy with Children (3 er)* 

PSY 630 Adult Diagnosis and Therapy (3 er)• 

PSY 635 Child and Family Diagnosis and Therapy (3 er)• 

PSY 671 Clinical Practicum II (3 er)• 

Area of Emphasis in School Psychology 
The School Psychology area of emphasis consists of 36 hours. It is designed to prepare 

students for entry into the School Psychology Education Specialist (Ed.S.) program. Any 

student who is fully admitted to the Psychology M.A. School Psychology area of emphasis may 

apply to the Ed.S. program in School Psychology in the spring semester of his/her first year. 



The following courses are required for the School Psychology area of emphasis. Most of these 

courses are offered on the South Charleston campus. 

Curriculum: M.A. in Psychology with an area of emphasis in School Psychology 
Core Requirements 

PSY 674 Biological Bases of Behavior OR 

SPSY 674 Biological Bases of School Psychology 

PSY 623 Experimental Design 

PSY 672 Cognitive and Emotional Bases of Behavior OR 

SPSY 675 Cognitive and Emotional Bases of School Psychology 

PSY 526 Cross-Cultural Psychology 

PSY 615 Advanced Developmental Psychology OR 

SPSY 616 Typical & Atypical Child Development 

PSY 605 Ethical, Legal, and Professional Issues in Psychology 

PSY 506 Psychometrics OR 

SPSY 621 Data-Based Decision Making I 

PSY 692 Research Seminar 

Area of Emphasis Requirements 

SPSY 601 Professional Competence I: Schools 

SPSY 617 Indirect Service Delivery I: School Consultation 

SPSY 618 Direct Service Delivery I: Instruction Methods and Behavior Modification 

SPSY 619 Direct Service Delivery I: Individual and Group Counseling OR 

PSY 619 Psychotherapy with Children 

Total: 36 credits 

Clinical Psychology Post-Master' s Certificate 

The Clinical Psychology post-master's certificate consists of 26 credit hours of clinical 

coursework and supervised clinical experience to prepare graduates for master's degree level 

clinical roles within professional psychology. It is designed specifically for individuals 

who already hold a master's or doctoral degree in a non-clinical area of psychology and whose 



courses meeting the required core courses were completed less than seven (7) years prior to 

admission. More information and application materials are available from advisors and from 

the Clinical area coordinator. 

Required Courses 

The courses required for the Clinical Psychology certificate are the same as those for the 

Area of Emphasis in Clinical Psychology. The difference is that those admitted to the Post-

Master's Certificate will have met the required core areas for the degree within the past 

seven (7) years and as a part of a prior degree (e.g., general psychology master's degree or 

non-clinical doctoral degree).Those marked with• are restricted to students in the clinical 

certificate program. Students in the clinical certificate program must take their specialty 

track courses in Huntington. It is important to note that students in the clinical area of 

emphasis must complete the entire track to receive any letters of support or other indication 

from individual faculty members, the department or the university that the student has 

achieved appropriate competence in the skills or knowledge bases associated with master's 

level clinical training, and such students must complete the entire sequence for the Clinical 

Psychology Area of Emphasis to appear on their transcripts. 

Curriculum 
Required: 

PSY 608 Diagnosis and Treatment Planning• 

PSY 633 Individual Psychotherapy and Interviewing• 

PSY 610 Assessment of Adults• 

PSY 611 Assessment of Children• 

PSY 620 Adult Assessment Practicum• 

PSY 621 Child Assessment Practicum• 

PSY 634 Group Therapy• 

PSY 670 Clinical Practicum• 

PSY 680 Clinical Internship• 



PSY 731 Psychotherapy• 

PSY 732 Psychotherapy II• 

Electives: 

PSY 619 Psychotherapy with Children (3 er.) • 

PSY 630 Adult Diagnosis and Therapy (3 er.)• 

PSY 635 Child and Family Diagnosis and Therapy (3 er.)• 

PSY 671 Clinical Practicum II (3 er.)• 

Two-C Rule and Student Behavior 

The following two statements are applicable to all psychology graduate programs: 

1. 2-C Rule: Psychology students cannot be admitted to, or continue in, a graduate program 

in psychology if they earn more than one grade of Cor lower in any graduate course in 

psychology or any course included in the plan of study. Such students will not be 

permitted to continue taking courses or to work on a thesis. Please see the complete 

description of the 2-C Rule on the second page of the M.A. in Psychology section. 

2. Ethics and Student Behavior: Students in all programs are expected to behave in accordance with 

the APA Ethical Principles and Code of Conduct. Consequences for violations may include 

suspension or dismissal from the student's program of study. When students in the clinical 

area of emphasis (M.A. program) or the Psy.D. program exhibit behavior indicating inability 

or limited capacity to successfully perform clinical roles and functions, they may be 

suspended or dismissed from their program of study. 

Graduate Certificate in Behavioral Statistics 
Psychology and behavioral research are based, in part, upon the assumption of an orderly 

analysis of empirical data. Within psychology, behavioral statistics offer the foundation for 

discovery and advancement of the profession and provide the support for the demonstrability 

of treatment programs and other forms of psychological intervention. The Graduate Certificate 

in Behavioral Statistics offers a comprehensive array of statistical tools and analyses that 

will enable those who complete the certificate both private and public sector opportunity. 



The certificate represents a balance between the large sample parametric statistics of 

experimental design [ANOVA] and regression and the areas of nonparametric and small or single 

subject design. Certificate holders will be able to create, design, and implement real-world 

statistical paradigms. Employers will benefit from the breadth of the program in the 

graduates' ability to apply behavioral statistical paradigms to their knowledge base. 

Admissions 

Applicants interested in the certificate-only program should apply for admission to Marshall 

University as a Certificate/ Professional Development student and select on the application 

form the Certificate in Behavioral Statistics. The Admissions requirements for the 

certificate program are the same as for the M.A. program in Psychology. All credits earned 

in the Graduate Certificate Program in Behavioral Statistics may be applied to a master's 

degree. For example, PSY 517 is a current requirement for the master's degree in Psychology. 

Other credits earned in the behavioral statistics program may be applied in part to the 

elective hours required for the M.A. degree in Psychology. 

Requirements: 12 hours 

PSY 517, Intermediate Behavioral Statistics ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3 hours 

PSY 623, Experimental Design. • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • . . • . . . . . . • . • • • • • • • • • . . 3 hours 

PSY 624, Multivariate Analysis ••••...••..••.••..•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 3 hours 

And one of the following: 

·PSY 651, Advanced Nonparametric Statistics ••••••.••••••..••••••••.•••••••••••••• 3 hours 

PSY 654, Single Subject Analysis ..••.•••..••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••..•••••• 3 hours 

Accelerated Master' s Degree in Psychology 

Undergraduates accepted into an Accelerated Master's Degree Program (AMD) can begin 

taking master's level classes while still in the BA program. These graduate credits can be 

used for both the undergraduate and graduate level course work and will help facilitate an 

easy and fast transition into the master's or doctoral program if the student is accepted. In 



order to be accepted into the AMO program please see your advisor to see if you qualify for 

one of these positions. 

For admission to the AMO in psychology, students must meet the requirements 

established by the Graduate College (GCAMD) . In addition, applicants must have completed an 

introductory statistics course and an experimental psychology course and at least nine hours 

of psychology at the 300-400 level . Students admitted to the AMO program are being admitted 

to the general or school psychology emphasis. For these programs the Graduate Record Exam 

scores are waived for AMO students. Admission to the MA program with an emphasis in clinical 

psychology requires a separate application and additional requirements must be met as 

outlined in the graduate catalog. 

AMO Credits: Twelve (12) credits that must be approved in the plan of study. 

How to apply: 

1. During the junior or senior year, eligible students should meet with t heir 

undergraduate advisor and the Director of Graduate Studies of their chosen Master's 

program to develop an AMO plan of study. This form is avail able from the Graduate 

College office or http:/ /mas Le r . cdu/ gradua tc -council. f iles /2012/ ANDplanof study . pdf . 

Any changes to the AMO plan of study must be approved by the undergraduate advisor and 

the Director of Graduate Studies in writing to the Dean of the Graduate College . 

2. The student's acceptance into the AMO program i s subject to the approval of the plan 

of study by the Dean of the Graduate College . 

3. Students accepted into the AMO program should apply for admission to the chosen 

Master's degree program for the first semester afte r the Bachelor's degree is awarded . 

Applications should be submitted during the last semester of the senior year . 



Students must maintain a minimum GPA of 3.0 for all graduate credit towards their Master's 

degree. 

Withdrawal from the AMD 

A student may withdraw at any time from the AMD by informing the undergraduate 

advisor, Director of Graduate Studies, and the Dean of the Graduate College in writing. A 

student's status will revert to the standard undergraduate degree program. Any graduate 

hours earned must be approved for use in fulfillment of Bachelor's degree requirements by 

the student's Undergraduate Dean. 

From Undergraduate to Graduate Student 

Beginning with the semester after the student has earned the Bachelor's degree and has 

been accepted into a Master's degree program he student is enrolled in the Graduate 

College and is assessed tuition and fees at the graduate rate. All rules regarding 

graduate education will apply to the student once admitted into the Master's degree 

program. 



PSYCHOLOGY, M.A. 
Areas of Emphasis 

Clinical Psychology 
School Psychology 

Graduate Certificate +tt 
Clinical Psychology (post master' s) 

c,niduutt· Cc1 ti l'iC'ute 111 _ Behavioral Statistics 
Program Descript ion 

The l ~M.A. program requires a minimum of 36 graduate credit hours, t hough students may 

complete significantly more, depending upon their objectives. A common "core" of 24 credits 

(see below) is required of all students. The remaining hours are selected in consultation 

with an advisor to help meet students' academic and professional goals. 

For both educational and ethical reasons, it is important t hat students obtain education and 

training that is consi stent with their career goals. For example, students who intend to work 

i n applied fields of psychology (e.g . , clinical, counseling, school, 

i ndustrial/ organizat i onal) should pursue and compl ete programs of study that prepare them 

with the skills, knowledge and supervised experi ence needed to develop competence in that 

field; this process i s consistent with t he APA ethical r equirement that psychologists 

restrict their professional work to areas in which they have developed and maintained 

competence. 

Prospective students in our M.A. program should recognize t hat the general M.A. program i s 

NOT i n itself a clinical training program; students who plan to do clinical work should apply 

for and complete ~the entire Clinica J I pr r Graduate Certificate in Clinical 

Psychology sequence (described in a separate section below), which is designed to prepare 

graduates for entry-level clinical positions. 

Admiss ion Requirements 
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Deadlines : 

•Applications for admission to either t he Gen1•r-1! or SdoJl Psychology M. A. programs will be 
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program. I contrast. applications for admission to the .\rca of Emphasis in Clinical 

Psychology or Post-Master's Certificate must he rcct.!i\'ed h) .Ja11ua1·y :!1" for priority 

consideration or it may not be rcde1,·ed . \s some materials tnkc l onger to n~ceivc it is 

strongly encouraged that the process be started early. 
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PROVISIONAL STATUS: Students may be admitted to the 1c r psychology master's program with 

"Provisional" status if either the GRE admission criterion OR the GPA criterion is met . 

(Students who do not meet either criterion are not eligible for admission to the program. ) 

Provisionally admitted students will be fully admitted to the program when they have 

completed 12 hours of classes (which must include PSY 517 and 506) from the core courses 

l isted below with no grade being below a B.A student who earns a Cor lower in any of the 

listed core elasses during the period of provisional status will not be permitted to take 

further graduate hours within the psychology department. Stouc:nu• .. he. meLt the ondci-grauu ... c 

GPA and the GRE ,e:.t scurc requirements but wl o .u~ 1s:.ing no more than ti.a of the required 

prerequisite undergraduate classes listed above cay also be granted prn\"isional admission 

status . 1hc} will then be able to take so:ne graduate classes "ith the appro,·al of their 

[ FonnattEd: Superscript 



advisor whik completing the undergraduate prerequisites . However, they may onl y enroll i n 

graduate class for which they have taken the prerequisite as an umkq~raduate . For example, a 

s t udent who has not had elementary statistics cannot enroll in Intermedia t e Statistics (PSY 

517); a student 1,-ithout an undergraduate social psychology cannot take Adv:rnccd Social 

Psychology. etc ... Students granted provisional admission status because of missing course 

prerequisites will be fully admit tcd to the program upon successful completion of the missing 

prercquis i te course( s) and of any graduat e courses taken duri ng the pro,·isional per iod . 

Students 1dll not he provisionally admitted to the :1rca of emphasis i n clinical psychology 01· 

the pos t -mastc~s cer tificate in clinical psychology . 

Students gr anted provisional admission status must take: 

PSY 517 Statistics7 

PSY 506 Psychometrics ft 

And two of t he following: 

PSY 674 Biological Bases of Behavior 

PSY 672 Cognitive Psychol ogy 

PSY 606 Advanced Social Psychology OR 

PSY 503 Applied Social Psychology 

PSY 615 Advanced Developmental Psychology OR 

PSY 617 Applied Developmental Psychology 

No s tudent may take more than 18 hours in the ps ychology department 11<·~·--.mr , ·11' 111 

+!w-. I i!!i ,,] 1·~'rl++-4! without receiving full admi ss ion to t he department. 

Provisional students will be assi gned an advisor who must approve all course registrations. 

Provisional students will have a departmental hold placed on their registration to assure 

advisor approval and compliance with this policy. This hold will be permanently removed upon 

full admittance. 

&tt!tl¢nt5 1oho meet l~tt..'-tl~Pt!tltt~PA--llftd-{;RI. test 1C<)l'e r~1ui1•emcnl.1 Btil ,,Jm--ttt'e--1!!~ 

!ttl--fllltt~en~-the--Tetjtt+1•ed~mtl<."Tgt'tttiutt-te-;wer~t11~l11-sses---l-~ho¥e may al:;He-



ef!l/ ef!1ell in ~Pae<1a r e eles .• es fof 1ohieh they huve l!tlten the J1tet"ttMi .oile t:~ an 

St<ttlef!l~ ~l'tllllcd ~PB o isieAel t!clll!L.oitln St!lld~ ec.,tltl!" .,f missin,,, etltll' .1C JH'e!'etjtiisite:; o,oill lie 

Program Requirements 
General Requirements 

The general psychology M.A. program requires a mini mum of 36 graduate credit hours, though 

students may complete significantly more, depending upon their objectives. A common "core" of 

24 credits (see below) is required of all students. The remaining hours are selected in 

consulta t ion wi th an advisor to hel p meet students' academic and profess i onal goals. The 

Clinical Psychology area of emphasis (see below) requi res a minimum of 26 specified credits 

beyond the core of 24 credits for a total of 50 crcdi ts . 

2-C Rule 

Master 's- level coursework and doctoral coursework are viewed separately in terms of this 

policy. In essence , a student may only receive one (1) grade of C per degree program (M.A., 

post-M .A. within Psy.D.) In the event of the second C the student will be dismissed from the 

program. 

Having one (1) grade of C or lower in any particular program (i.e., General M.A., clinical 

certificate, Clinical M.A. , or Psy.D . ) will not disqualify the student completing the degree 

program successfully. After receiving the first C grade the student must meet with his/her 

advisor and the professor of t hat particular course in order to identify and address issues/ 

behaviors of concern . A form will be signed by the student, professor, and advisor. If the 

student is enrolled in one of the designated clinical courses listed in the subsequent 



section, the course must be repeated but the grade of Cor lower will still stand on the 

record as a first obtained C. In other words, the grade cannot be replaced. If the student 

completes the remaining master's-level coursework without a second graduate of Cor lower, 

s/he will begin the post-M.A. coursework with a "clean slate." 

NOTE: For the purposes of clarification, if a student is enrolled in a terminal master's 

program, all coursework required for completion of the degree is considered master's-level 

coursework. Students who are admitted to the Psy.D. program but have not completed an M.A. or 

M.S. in psychology prior to admission will have all coursework completed within the first 56 

hours considered as master's-level coursework. Students who enter the Psy.D. program with a 

completed master's degree will have the coursework used to complete the master's degree at 

the prior institution considered as master's level coursework. 

Consequences of a second C in terminal master's in psychology programs or certificate programs: If a student 

receives a second grade of Cor lower prior to completing the master's-level coursework, s/he 

will be dismissed from the master's program. If a student has completed a master's program in 

psychology and has a grade of Cor lower in required psychology coursework, and then applies 

for admission to the Clinical Emphasis certificate program, the grade of Cor lower earned in 

the master's program will count as the first C. As noted previously, if the Cwas earned in 

designated clinical coursework, the course must be re-taken. 

Consequences of a second C in the Psy.D. program: If the student is enrolled in the Psy. D. program 

and receives a second grade of Cor lower in master's-level coursework (see definition 

above), s/he will dismissed from both the psychology master's and Psy.D. program and will not 

be allowed to complete the master's degree. If the student completes the master's_level 

coursework without an additional grade of Cor lower, and that student is enrolled in the 

Psy.D. program, s/he will be allowed to move on to the post-M.A. portion of the Psy.D. 

program with a "clean slate." The post-M.A. portion of the Psy.D. program is defined as all 

hours taken after the 56th hour that are required for the completion of the Psy.D. program. 

Once admitted to the post-M.A. portion of the program, a student who earns a grade of Cor 

lower will be required to meet with his/her advisor and the professor of the course in which 

the grade was earned to discuss issues of concern. If the course is one of the designated 



clinical courses listed in the subsequent section, the student will be required to repeat the 

course. A second grade of Cor lower in the post-M.A. portion of the program will result in 

dismissal from the doctoral program without the awarding of the Psy.D. degree. 

Ethics and Student Behavior 

Students in all programs are expected to behave in accordance with the APA Ethical Principles 

and Code of Conduct. Consequences for violations may include suspension or dismissal from the 

student's program of study. When students in the clinical area of emphasis (M.A. program) 

exhibit behavior indicating inability or limited capacity to successfully perform clinical 

roles and functions, they may be suspended or dismissed from their program of study. 

Plan of Study 

Before registration for the 12th graduate credit hour, all graduate students must complete an 

official Plan of Study form to be approved by the Graduate Director and/or Department Chair 

and submitted for approval to the Graduate College Office. 

Comprehensive Evaluation 

A written comprehensive examination is required of all students in the M.A. program. Details 

about the exam are available from advisors and the program coordinator. In addition, students 

in the Clinical Psychology certificate program must, as part of their clinical internship, 

complete a comprehensive evaluation based on identified clinical competencies. 

Thesis Option 

Students have the option of completing a research thesis. The department has established a 

set of criteria and procedures for doing a thesis; these are available from advisors. These 

may be good choices for students intending to continue their education in research-oriented 

Ph.D. programs. This issue should be carefully discussed with the advisor. Up to 6 credits of 

PSY 681 (Thesis) may be included as "additional coursework" discussed below. 

Curriculum 
Core Requirements 



PSY 517 Intermediate Behavioral Statistics (NOTE: if PSY 417 or its equivalent was 

compl eted with a Bor better as an undergraduate, an addit i onal s t atist ics course must be 

substituted, in consultat i on with the student's advisor. + 

PSY 674 Biological Bases of Behavior t+ 

PSY 672 Cognitive and Emotional Bases of Behavior 

PSY 606 Advanced Social Psychology OR 

PSY 503 Applied Social Psychology (NOTE: if ei t her course or its equivalent was 

completed with a Bor bet ter as an undergraduate, the student must take t he ot her course a t 

the graduate level. ) 

PSY 615 Advanced Developmental Psychology OR 

PSY 617 Applied Developmental Psychology 

PSY 506 Psychometrics (NOTE: If PSY 406 or its equivalent was completed with a Bor 

better as an undergraduate , an acceptable alternative must be substituted, in consultation 

with the student's advisor. 

PSY 605 Ethical and Legal Issues in Psychology H 

PSY 692 M.A. Research Seminar 

Total: 24 credits 

Additional Coursework 

The general psycho logy 'L\ program rcqu ires aA minimum of 12 additional credit hours beyond 

the 1·equircd core . l'hesc are to be selected in consultation wi th the advisor. With the 

advisor ' s approval , courses from other departments that are consistent with the student's 

academic and career goals may be included in the required 12 additional credits . Students 

may, and often do, take more t han 36 credit hours as part of their degree programs; 

in preparing their plans of study , students should carefully discuss their academic and 

career goals with their advisors and other faculty members. 

Minor in Psychology 
A minor in psychology i s earned by successfull y compl eting at l east 6 credit hours at the 

500- or 600- level in Psychology as approved by the student 's advisor and the Psychol ogy 

Department Chair. 



Area of Emphas i s in Clini cal Psychology 

The Clinical Psychology area of emphasis consists of 26 credit hours of clinical coursework 

and supervised cl inical experience beyond the required department core. (Note: These 26 

credits will meet the requirements for 12 addit ional credits as noted above in Additional 

Coursework.) It is designed to prepare graduates for mas ter' s degree level clinical roles 

within professional psychology. It is open i nd1 vi<lual:, whv rece 1 ved a bachelor's degree from a 

regionally accredited college/ univct·sity OR who already hold a master's or doctoral degree in 

a non-clinical area of psychology and "'hose cou1·scs meet in~ the required core courses "Crt! 

completed more than seven (7) ycars prior to admission as these courses "ill no longer be 

considered cligiblc for transfer. Any student ,,·ho is folly admit tcd to tht: General Psychology 

~\ program may apply for admission to the clinical psychology area of t:mphasis (pleasc see 

•:-<OTE under "Application Process" . ~lore information and application matcriab arc available 

from the clinical area coordinator. 

".d1 · i • 'l 

St-.u:!~·c aElmillcd to the GliAieal Psye~\Tet1-\tf-L:Spilasi:; ~I.,'.. on~1-~ith 

ttpplieatitm.; ereA ft•em D~eemBeP 31 lAf'Otti;l!-Ma¥eh-l~tlmb.oieA3 req11ir<.'!!lt."llt5 .1re lfle !ill~ 

fep che Psychology M .. \ . JffUg-t'flilr.-Aey-s+ude~~·etttly-HH-l-y-MmHte<l-t~-+he-Psyd1ottig.y 

H .. \. may :.11b111it 11 lette1· ef-iftte.t·~the-f.tt1~1·ea- ~~nl-i+ttl+&f'--t~•mshleretl-h.tt> 

atlm~~~(..'.l.ffiieal Psyeho>~t'e~JHltl~t~rfot'fllftt-WrHtt\tkpf>l i~n 

-~1111 ath·i~uts anti f1em tlw-eett1'tli 1ttt-tep.,. 

Required Courses 

Those cours~s marked with • are restricted to students in the clinical track. Students in the 

M.A. clinical area of emphasis must take their specialty track courses i n Huntington . It is 

important to note that students in the clinical area of emphasis 11111s/ complete the entire 

t rack to receive any l etters of support or other indication from individual faculty members, 

the department or the university that the student has achieved appropriate competence in the 

skills or knowledge bases associated with master's level clinical training, and such students 



must complete the entire sequence for the Clinical Psychology Area of Emphasis to appear on 

their transcripts. 

-lre:1 of Emplws1s Requ1n•mtJnts b<•yond the Core 

PSY 731 Psychotherapy I 

PSY 732 Psychotherapy II 

PSY 608 Diagnosis and Treatment Planning 

PSY 633 Individual Psychotherapy and Interviewing• 

PSY 610 Assessment of Adults• 

PSY 611 Assessment of Children• 

PSY 620 Adult Assessment Practicum• 

PSY 621 Child Assessment Practicum• 

PSY 634 Group Therapy• 

PSY 670 Clinical Practicum• 

PSY 680 Clinical Internship• 

Efrcrin!s 

!'SY 619 Psychotherapy with Children (3 er)• 

I'S\' 630 Adulr Diagnosis and Therapy (3 er)• 

PS\' 635 Child and Family Diagnosis and Therapy ('.l er )• 

PSY 671 Clinical Practicum II (:! er)• 

Area of Empha s is in School Psychology 

The School Psychology area of emphasis consists of 36 hours. It is designed to prepare 

students for entry into the School Psychology Education Specialist (Ed.S . ) program . Any 

student who is fully admitted to the Psychology M.A. School Psychology area of emphasis may 

apply to the Ed.S. program in School Psychology in the spring semester of his/her first 

year. 

( Fonnatted: Font: Italic 



The following courses are required for the School Psychology area of emphasis. Most of t hese 

courses are offered on t he South Charleston campus. 

Curriculum: M.A. in Psychology wi t h an area of emphas is in School Psychol ogy 
Core Requiremenls 

PSY 674 Biological Bases of Behavior OR 

SPSY 674 Biological Bases of School Psychology 

PSY 623 Experi mental Design 

PSY 672 Cognitive and Emotional Bases of Behavior OR 

SPSY 675 Cognitive and Emotional Bases of School Psychol ogy 

PSY 526 Cross-Cultural Psychol ogy 

PSY 615 Advanced Developmental Psychology OR 

SPSY 616 Typical & Atypical Child Devel opment 

PSY 605 Ethical, Legal, and Professional Issues in Psychology 

PSY 506 Psychometrics OR 

SPSY 621 Data-Based Decision Making I 

PSY 692 Research Seminar 

Area of Emphasis Requiremenls 

SPSY 601 Professi onal Competence I : Schools 

SPSY 617 Indirect Service Delivery I : School Consultation 

SPSY 618 Direct Service Delivery I : Instruction Methods and Behavior Modificat ion 

SPSY 619 Direct Service Delivery I: Individual and Group Counseling OR 

PSY 619 _Psychotherapy wi th Children 

Tota l: 36 cr edi t s 

Clinical Psychology Post-Mas t er' s Certificate 

The Clinical Psychology post-master's cer tificate consists of 26 credit hours of cl inical 

coursework and supervised clinical experience~~1\fl~ to prepare graduates for master 

' s degree level clinical roles withi n professional psychology . l t is dcsi gncd speci fie ally 

r~r individuals who already hold a master's or doct ral debr~c in a non-clinical area of 



psychology and ,,·hose courses meeting the required core courses ,,·ere completed less than seven 

(7) years prior to admission . Hore information and application materials are availabl e from 

advisors and from the Clinical area coordinator. 

Stttt!eAts tilt! at!Htirtet:I le the CliAieel l':;~ehttlt>g_, .\tee ef f;m11ht1.Jis Ptut H1ute1 '_, Certifieete 

Slob iA the Cl iAieel PsJ drnleg) Cttl't i fieete Pregr•t1f!H!re li11ntet:I. Th~.Jt qutil i fiet! 

tl-j)plieaAl.• 1;ill lie se~il the :;let.i lttWe--beeA filled. Grade Peint--;Wei·11~ 

ftttttlergretltt!He em! grat:lt11He) sml GRE setlH~ .. ill he eeB.1itleretl. 

Required Courses 

The courses list et! eeltl•i are required for the Clinical Psychology certificate arc the same as 

those for the Arca of Emphasis in Clinical Psychology . The difference is that those admitted 

to the Post -~astc~s Certificate will have met the required core areas for the degree within 

the past sc,·en (7) years and as a part of a prior degree (e.g .. general psychology master's 

degree or non-clinical doctoral degrec). Those marked with• are restricted to students in the 

clinical certificate program. Students in the clinical certificate program must take their 

special ty track courses in Huntington. It is important to note that students in the clinical 

area of emphasis must complete the entire track to receive any letters of support or other 

indication from individual faculty members, the department or the university that the student 

has achieved appropriate competence in the skills or knowledge bases associated with master's 

level clinical training, and such s tudents must complete the entire sequence for the Clinical 

Psychology Area of Emphasis to appear on their transcripts. 

Curriculum 
Required: 

PSY 608 Diagnosis and Treatment Planning_ 

PSY 633 Individual Psychotherapy and Interviewing• 

PSY 610 Assessment of Adul ts• 



PSY 611 Assessment of Children• 

PSY 620 Adult Assessment Practicum• 

PSY 621 Child Assessment Practicum• 

PSY 634 Group Therapy• 

PSY 670 Clinical Practicum• 

PSY 680 Clinical Internship• 

PSY 731 Psychotherapy• 

PSY 732 Psychotherapy II• 

Electives: 

PSY 619 Psychotherapy with Children (3 er.) • 

PSY 630 Adult Diagnosis and Therapy (3 er.)• 

PSY 635 Child and Family Diagnosis and Therapy (3 er.)• 

PSY 671 Clinical Practicum II (3 er.)• 

Two-C Rule and Student Behavior 

The following two statements are applicable to all psychology graduate programs: 

1. 2-C Rule: Psychology students cannot be admitted to, or continue in, a graduate program 

in psychology if they earn more than one grade of C or lower in any graduate course in 

psychology or any course included in the plan of study. Such students will not be 

permitted to continue taking courses or to work on a thesis. Please see the complete 

description of the 2-C Rule on the second page of the M.A. in Psychology section. 

2. Ethics and Student Behavior: Students in all programs are expected to behave in accordance with 

the APA Ethical Principles and Code of Conduct. Consequences for violations may include 

suspension or dismissal from the student's program of study. When students in the clinical 

area of emphasis (M.A. program) or the Psy.D. program exhibit behavior indicating inability 

or limited capacity to successfully perform clinical roles and functions, they may be 

suspended or dismissed from their program of study. 

Graduate Certificate in Behavioral Statistics 



Psychology and behavioral research are based, in part, upon the assumption of an orderly 

analysis of empirical data. Within psychology, behavioral statistics offer the foundation for 

discovery and advancement of t he profession and provide the support for the demonstrability 

of treatment programs and other forms of psychological intervention . The Graduate Certificate 

in Behavioral Statistics offers a comprehensive array of statistical tools and analyses that 

will enable t hose who complete t he certificate both private and public sector opportunity. 

The certificate represents a balance between the large sample parametric statistics of 

experimental design (ANOVA] and regression and the areas of nonparametric and small or single 

subj ect design. Certificate holders will be able to create , design, and implement real-world 

statistical paradigms. Employers will benefit from the breadth of the program in the 

graduates' abili ty to apply behavioral stat i stical paradigms to their knowledge base. 

Admiss ions 

Applicants interested in the certificate-only program should apply for admission to Marshall 

University as a Certificate/ Professional Development student and select on the application 

form the Certificate in Behavioral Statistics. The Admissions requirements for t he 

certificate program i:sare the same as for the M.A. program in Psychology . All credits earned 

in the Graduate Certificate Program in Behavioral Statistics may be applied to a master's 

degree. For example , PSY 517 is a current requirement for the master's degree in Psychology. 

Other credits earned in the behavioral statistics program may be applied in part to the 

elective hours required for the M.A. degree in Psychology. 

Requirements : 12 hours 

PSY 517, Intermediate Behavioral Statistics .. ... .. ... . ...... .. .................. 3 hours 

PSY 623, Experimental Design .. .. . ..... . ......................................... 3 hours 

PSY 624, Multivariate Analysis . .. . .. ......... .. .......... .. ..................... 3 hours 

And one of the fo llowing: 

PSY 651, Advanced Nonparametric Statistics . . .... .. .... ... ...... .. .... . .. . ....... 3 hours 

PSY 654, Single Subject Anal ysi s. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 hours 



Accelerated Master' s Degree in Psychology 

Sa the .\eeder1Hetl 1lastc1 · s llegree seet ieB ill thi.; cnlt1le~ fet tlctai ls. 

l'ndergradualt!S accepted into an ,\ccdi:rated naster's Dcgrt:e Prngram (A'lll) can begin 

taking master's level classes "hilc stHI in the It\ program . Thesi: graduate credits can bi: 

used for both l ht! undergraduate and graduate lcve I course 1,·ork and wi 11 hdp faci lit a Le an 

easy and fast transition into the master's or doctoral program if the student is accepted. In 

order to be accepted into the :\MD program please sec your advisor to see if you qua] ify for 

one of thi:se positions . 

For admission to the ,\.'ID in psychology, students must mci:t thi: requirements 

establishi:d by the Graduate College (GC.\.' llJ) . In add it i on. applicants must have completed an 

introductory statistics course and an cxperimt:ntal psychology course and at least nine hours 

of psychology at the 300-400 level. Students admitted to thi: .\.'ID program are being admitted 

Lo the general or school psychology emphasis. For these programs the Graduate Record Exam 

scores are waived for MID studi:nts . Admission to the ~L\ program 1dth an emphasis in clinical 

psychology requires a separate application and addi t ional requirements must be ml!t as 

outlined in the graduate catalog . 

. \.'ID Credits: T"'cl\'e (12) credits that must bl! approved in the plnn of study. 

l!OI< to appl Y: 

1 . Dudng the j unior or senior yi:ar, eligible students should meet with their 

undergraduate ad\'isor and tho.: Director of Graduate Studies o f their choso.:n ~lasti:r's 

program to dc\•clop an ,\,'ID plan of study. This form is available from the Graduate 

College off ici: or http:/ /mast i:r. edu/gradua t c -council. fi lcs/2012/ 1\.'lllplanofs tudy. pdf . 

Any changes to the A~ID plan of study must bi: approved by thi: undergraduate advisor and 

tht! Director of Graduatt! Studies in '-Tiling to the !lean of the Graduate College. 
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2 . lhe student's acceptance into the .\~ID prog1·am is subject to the appro\'al of the plan 

of study by the Dean of the Graduate Collc).\e . 

3. Students accepted into the \~ID program should apply for admission to the chosen 

~laster's degree program for the first semester after the Bachelor's degree is ai"ardcd . 

~pplications should be submitted during the last semester of the senior year . 

Students must maintain n minimum GP.\ of 3.0 for all graduatt! credit tOl·•ards their ~laster's • 

degree . 

Withdrawal from the ,\}11) 

A student may withdra"· at any time from the ,\.'ID by informing the undeq~raduate 

ad\'isor , Director of Graduate Studies, .rnd the !Jean of the Graduate College in lffiting. ,\ 

student's status "'ill re\'ert to the standard undergraduate degree program . \n} graduate 

hours earned must be appron~d for use in fulfillment of Bachelor 's degree requirements by 

the student's l"ndergraduate Dean. 

From l 'ndergraduatc to Graduate Student 

Beginning with the semester after the student has earned the llad1elor's degree and has 

been accepted into a ~aster's degree program he student is enrolled in the Graduate 

College and is assessed tuition and fees at the graduate rate . \ll rules regarding 

graduate education will apply to the student once admit tcd into the Master's degn:..: 

program. 
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