Ploy with
Play with Clay! Clay!

By Jenny Pinkerton

Reading with your child is an excellent way to expose your child to words, topics, and ideas that are more complex than what
they would see in books they can read on their own.

Conversations will help increase your child’s oral language skills and build their vocabulary. C.A.R. is a conversation starter that
you can use with your child any time.

Below is an example of how to use C.A.R. with the book, Play with Clay!

1 woS Until I

[P formed
» blob. it...

Comment and Wait (count to 5) Adult:  |love to squish clay in my hand!
*Make a comment about what you see

on the page. Child:  Me, too! It goes between my fingers.

Ask questions and Wait (count to 5) Adult:  What does it mean to form something?
*Ask questions that do not have a “yes/

no” or one-word answer to them.
Child:  Maybe to make something.

R Respond by adding a little more to the Adult:  |think you're right. When you form something

child’s response. you make it into another shape.

Activities

» Play: Gather some clay or play doh for your little one and have them follow the author along in this video as she reads
and demonstrates each page.

» Loose Parts: Loose parts are everyday items around your home or yard that can be used as materials to help create and build.
Gather items such as straws, toothpicks, beads, buttons, seashells, rocks, etc. for your little one to use along with their clay to

create something new.

) LEADERS »/
JUNSEI;II?IIE{;ESS \~.L|TERACY

C.A.R. is taken from the Language is the Key Curriculum written by Washington Learning Systems



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=18FX0mbvjQs

