
Strengthening Early Literacy 
Through Family and 
Community Partnerships

Speech, Literacy, Play
 Summer Summit



Welcome & Objectives



Objectives
•Identify evidence-based 
strategies for engaging families 
and communities in the 
development of early literacy 
skills.

•Describe the relationship 
between family involvement, 
culturally responsive practices, 
and emergent literacy outcomes 
in young children.

•Develop a plan for implementing 
collaborative, literacy-rich 
experiences that extend beyond 
the classroom and support 
language and print awareness at 
home and in the community.



Initiative
• What’s one word that comes to 
mind when you think of family and 
community engagement? 



The Power of 
Families in Early 
Literacy



Research
• Consistent family involvement significantly boosts literacy outcomes.
• Activities like reading aloud, storytelling, library visits, and educational games enhance 

vocabulary, comprehension, and phonemic awareness.
• Low-income families see even greater benefits when involved, helping close achievement 

gaps.
• Trusting partnerships between families and educators foster motivation, confidence, and a 

love for reading.

• Implications for Practice:
• Encourage interactive reading at home.
• Build culturally responsive programs to support diverse families.
• Strengthen home–school connections through events, communication, and shared decision-making.

Weiss, H., et al. (2008). Family Involvement and Children's Literacy. Harvard Graduate School of Education. https://www.gse.harvard.edu/ideas/usable-knowledge/08/05/family-involvement-and-childrens-literacy



Traveling Marco 



Oral Language Expression



Shared Reading Moments



Choice and Ownership















Other Ways to 
Empower Families in 
Early Literacy



Family Nights



Message Center



Mystery Reader





Community 
Partnerships



Project Healthy 
Kids



Local Libraries



Community 
Events





Your Turn!
Think about a way you have involved 
families or community in early literacy 
experiences.  Work with a partner to create 
a “My Day” to send home to families about 
that experience, along with open-ended 
questions for reflection. 
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