Syllabus – MUS 497: BA Music Capstone Experience
Spring 2018

Instructor Contact Information

Vicki P. Stroeher					
Office: SMH 209 					
Phone:	304-696-6437		
E-mail:	 stroeherv@marshall.edu	
Office Hours: MF 10:00-10:50; F 11:00-11:50am

University Policies

By enrolling in this course, you agree to the University Policies listed below. Please read the full text of each policy be going to www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs and clicking on “Marshall University Policies.”  Or, you can access the policies directly by going to http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/?page_id=802 
These policies include: Academic Dishonesty/ Computing Services Acceptable Use/ Inclement Weather/ Students with Disabilities/ Academic Dismissal/ Academic Probation and Suspension/ Affirmative Action/ Sexual Harassment	

University Graduation Requirements

	
Successful completion of this course satisfies the “Capstone Project in the Major” requirement for graduation, during which students “synthesize past learning and demonstrate their abilities.”

Course Description

A discipline-based experience designed to combine the student’s musical knowledge and range of knowledge outside the field of music in a summarizing project.  PR: MUS 361; MUS 376; successful completion of piano proficiency requirements

Course Objectives

Students completing MUS 497: BA Music Capstone will be able to: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]

	
Student Learning Outcomes

	
How students will practice the outcome in this course
	
How student achievement of the objective will be assessed in this course

	
Synthesize past learning experiences in music and outside fields relative to the student’s chosen career goals, making connections and transfering skills and learning among experiences

	
Discussion with capstone committee members; independent research and reading
	
Capstone project; public presentation; oral examination

	
Demonstrate familiarity with knowledge in music (may include history, theory, performance, and/or supportive skills)
	
Discussion with capstone committee members; independent study and reading
	
Capstone project; public presentation; oral examination

	
Demonstrate familiarity with knowledge in a field outside of music
	
Discussion with capstone committee members; independent study and reading
	
Capstone project; public presentation; oral examination

	
Evaluate the effectiveness of their capstone project and public presentation
	
Discussion with capstone committee members regarding learning goals and performance levels
	
Oral examination



Course Requirements

This course will consist of the following requirements:

· Capstone Project [65%]: a summative project tailored to each student’s individual needs, determined through consultation with the student’s capstone committee members; the project may include a written research project, an internship with a summative written evaluation completed by the student, etc. Students may also be asked to submit a resume, press release, and other materials appropriate to their future needs.
· Public Presentation of capstone project [25%]: tailored to the student’s individual project, determined through consultation with the student’s capstone committee members
· Oral Examination [10%]


The Oral Examination (to occur after the public presentation)
The student will appear before the Capstone Committee to field questions relating to any aspect of the student’s capstone project, public presentation and academic coursework, including music (history, theory, performance, etc.) and the outside field(s) or minor. The committee will submit three questions to the student one week in advance as a starting point for discussion.  Students will also be asked to provide a self-evaluation of their performance on the project and public presentation. The Oral Examination may be attempted only twice.


The Capstone Committee
The Capstone Committee will be chaired by a full-time music faculty member of the student’s choice, and will also include a second full-time music faculty member and a faculty member from outside the discipline of music. The student and his/her chair will choose the other two members, who must be invited to serve by the student. The student must meet a minimum of two times with each member of the committee regarding the written capstone documents and preparation for the oral examination. The student will also attend a meeting with the chair of the Department of Music at the beginning of the semester. Failure to meet with the faculty the minimum number of times will result in an automatic one-letter grade reduction.  Attendance will be subject to the university policy for excused absences, as outlined in the undergraduate catalog.

Grading Policy

The Capstone Committee will grade the capstone project,  public presentation, and the oral examination. The student must pass each component with a grade of C or better. Failure to do so will result in a grade of F for the capstone

The following percentages will be used in calculating your grade for each component of the capstone experience and your final grade:
A = 90-100%				
B = 80-89%				
C = 70-79%
F = 69% or less

Course Timeline

The student’s project, public presentation, and oral examination must be completed before the last day of regularly scheduled classes. Additionally, all written documents must be submitted to the music office for inclusion in the student’s permanent file no later than the last day of regularly scheduled classes. 
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