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A Brie History of X1

A ?Atlsics and Astvonomy Fonor Society

YI1X was established at

Davidson College, NC on t i
December 11, 1921 [ Dovioses Couscar
“I became acquainted with some r | Drvensow, e
students at Davidson College, NC...a & v sy |
very high class liberal arts college... ;r j“"i‘if'”i; .. oo
[They] came up with ZITX... I said, ‘Oh  §/ o s | 5 |
boy, that’s what we ought to have here & 50 (o i done oy |
at Penn State.” e
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Marsh White, ‘father’ of Sigma Pi Sigma, f;fﬁa: FE}"TT 2 e s

https://www.sigmapisigma.org/sigmapisigma/about/history
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https://www.sigmapisigma.org/sigmapisigma/about/history

Symbolism

Once inducted, you will get a pin similar ¢o this.

Bottom Image: a 1900’s voltmeter
Top Image: Similar shape of logo

The founders of the Society used the standard voltmeter
to symbolize the high accuracy which is the hallmark of
careful experiments; the lamp is the symbol of
knowledge and the dynamo represents the creative
energy that is so necessary to productive research.
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Mission of Sigma Pi Sigma

Sigma Pi Sigma (2MNZ2) exists to:

o

e Honor scholarship

* Encourage interest in physics
* Promote service

* Provide fellowship

How to become a member:
e Cumulative GPA of 3.0 or better

* Physics GPA of 3.0 or better

* Maintain these values and you will be inducted
near the completion of your degree
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Sigma Pi Sigma members serve the physics
community in many ways, for example:

F.516MA PI SIGMA

257% The physic

Supporting local and national SPS programs
Representing Physics/Science to the public

Providing alumni networks

Working for sound national science policies
Offering science outreach opportunities




SPS & LIN2 - Linked, but Distince

The Society of Physics Students (SPS) is open to all who have an
interest in physics and astronomy. SPS Chapters are chartered at
two-year and four-year colleges and universities. With almost
850 chapters, SPS is the professional society of undergrad
students and their mentors. You are in the top 10-15% of these
chapters. | am very proud of the MU SPS group!

Sigma Pi Sigma (2MN2Z) is the physics honor society and is housed
within SPS. Sigma Pi Sigma chapters are restricted to colleges
and universities of recognized standing that offer a strong
physics or astronomy program. With over 100,000 life long
members, in ~600 chapters, 22 fosters opportunities to
connect and contribute to the broader physics community.
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Marshall University’s Society of Physics
Students has roots that extend back to a
1960 when the American Institute of Physics
(AIP) first recognized an AIP student Section
from, then, Marshall College under Physics
Department Chair Dr. Donald C. Martin
(1908 -1975).
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MARSHALL COLLEGE
HUNTINGTON 1. WEST VIRGINIA

November 10, 1959

Mrs. Ethel E, Snider
Natlonal Secretary for Student Sectilons

American Institute of Physics
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I am glad to see that the AIP is encouraging
the establishment of student sections, and we wish to

apply for one.

> interested in establishing
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https://www.marshall.edu/physics/scholarships/

Your Flistovy.....

The Society of Physics Students was formed in 1968 with
a constitution that combined its two “parent”
organizations, The AIP Student Sections and the Sigma Pi
Sigma honor society.

Marshall College was elevated to Marshall University in
1961 under the advisement of Dr. Stewart H. Smith
(1904-1982), the seventh and longest serving Marshall _
University President in the history of the institution (from .cart . smith (1904-1982)
1946-1968).

Our SPS external Donor is his son, Dr. Frederick W.
Smith, who is happily enjoying retirement after 43 years
of being an physics professor the City College of New
York.

,/ SIGMA PI SIGMA Dr. Frederick W. Smith
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https://www.marshall.edu/special-collections/principals-presidents/stewart-harold-smith/
https://www.ccny.cuny.edu/profiles/frederick-smith
https://www.marshall.edu/special-collections/principals-presidents/stewart-harold-smith/
https://www.ccny.cuny.edu/profiles/frederick-smith

Your Flistovy.....

Marshall University established its Sigma Pi Sigma Chapter in 2008 under the advisement
Dr. Ralph E. Oberly (Marshall Physics Professor for 49 years from 1970-2019 and Chair of
the Physics Department to follow after Dr. Martin who died in 1975. Ralph is happily
enjoying retirement.
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https://www.marshall.edu/physics/files/NEWSLETTER-2019-2.pdf

A great 30 minute video descvibing 5? 5 and Z I_I Z

This video (full link below) is designed to be shared at department
celebrations and induction ceremonies. The video includes a brief introduction by
SPS and Sigma Pi Sigma Director Brad Conrad and Sigma Pi Sigma President
Jim Borgardt, Willie Rockward (Sigma Pi Sigma President 2014-2018) gives a
passionate speech about the four pillars of Sigma Pi Sigma, and Toni Sauncy
(SPS President 2009-2012 and Director 2012-2014) gives us a brief history of the
organization. The video ends with SPS Associate Counselor Kirk Kleinsasser
recognizing individuals that make the organization a reality by reading the names
of 2021 recipients of the SPS and Sigma Pi Sigma Service Awards.

Sigma Pi Sigma Centennial Celebration - YouTube
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1DnCs9I5C9I

A Reminder since you ave all heve....

Checkout our MU Physics Website (https://www.marshall.edu/physics/),
there is a wealth of information on there for physics students.

» Available BS Physics Degree Paths
https://www.marshall.edu/physics/degrees/bachelor-of-science/

~.when do | apply to
grad school?

...you should have
come to see me
earlier.

* Physics Department Scholarships for Physics Students
https://www.marshall.edu/physics/scholarships/

» Help with Job and Internship Searches and Future Careers
https://www.marshall.edu/physics/careers/ Q D

* Physics Student Resources (free online texts and software)

https://www.marshall.edu/physics/physics-student-resources/ Don’t wait to ask
guestions.

» Help Focusing on Exams like the GRE and the Physics GRE
https://www.marshall.edu/physics/exam-preparation-resources-mcat-oat-dat-lsat-gre/
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https://www.marshall.edu/physics/
https://www.marshall.edu/physics/degrees/bachelor-of-science/
https://www.marshall.edu/physics/scholarships/
https://www.marshall.edu/physics/careers/
https://www.marshall.edu/physics/physics-student-resources/
https://www.marshall.edu/physics/exam-preparation-resources-mcat-oat-dat-lsat-gre/

Happy 100t Birthday!!
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