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UNIVERSITY POLICY FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS 

Policy No. UPAA-2 
CLASS ATTENDANCE 

General Information 

Scope: Academic policy regarding class attendance 

Authority: W. Va. Code §18B-1-6 

Passage Date: December 2, 2025

Effective Date: December 2, 2025

Controlling over: Marshall University 

History: Adopted General Faculty Meeting, May 12, 1970; Clarified by 
Faculty Senate on April 10, 2001; SR-04-05-(06)63 BAPC, Approved 
November 18, 2004 for Implementation Fall 2005. Further revisions were 
made in 2006 and Spring 2025 (SR 24-25-33 BAPC). 

2. Policy

2.1 It is Marshall University's policy that each instructor evaluates the importance
of student class attendance. In the course syllabus, the instructor must
provide their policy on class attendance, make-up work, and related matters.
Reasons for excused absences are at the instructor's discretion but must
include all excused absences listed in this policy, and the syllabus must
include these excused absences either directly or by reference to this policy.
If a student is absent from class because of a circumstance that is included
in the class excused absence policy, the absence will be handled by the
instructor of the missed course or the Director of Student Advocacy within
the Division of Student Affairs. In cases where a student has an absence
whose excuse is guaranteed by this policy, and for which the instructor has
not excused the student, the student can obtain an official excused absence
following the procedure described below. This policy excludes those
academic endeavors that require the completion of a certain number of clock
hours, as in clinical experiences, practica or internships. For those courses,
the maximum number of absences will be determined by the department
chair or program supervisor. This policy applies to all undergraduate courses
regardless of delivery modality including on-campus and distance education
courses where students are unable to attend class or meet assignment or
exam submission deadlines specified in the syllabus due to circumstances or
conditions that qualify under this policy. This policy does not supersede
program accreditation requirements.










