
Presenter
Presentation Notes
I’d like to close my remarks with my favorite place in the world, my backyard dock on the Elk River – around 30 miles upstream from where the catastrophic chemical leak. In this stretch lives a fish that is found nowhere else in the world. 
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The Elk River Diamond Darter. It’s fish that lights up at night as it darts around. A couple of years ago, thanks to the work of many people, including national organizations lending technical support, the Elk River Diamond Darter was granted protection under the Endangered Species Act with a critical habitat designation. It is a small victory for a very small creature. But it gives me hope because this little guy is rebounding in this stretch of the Elk River is not within a vast track of public lands, not a pristine wilderness, but a river that flows through the backyards of thousands of people. It is their river, too, and their habitat. Our river, our habitat.
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It’s a recognition that we are a part of nature, that we all have a stake in it. This will make the difference here in West Virginia, and, I believe, for the future for all of us – including my neighbor’s granddaughter who knows, like I know, the pricelessness of the freedom and joy of splashing in the river.As Wendell Berry once said, “Do unto those downstream as you would have those upstream do unto you.”We’re working hard to be a better upstream neighbor. Thanks for your support, enjoy your time and come back!



We value clean water as the 
foundation of life. We believe that 
all people should respect and be 
able to enjoy clean West Virginia 
rivers and streams. 

Our mission supports community 
life centered on values of 
sustainability, health and shared 
prosperity, where the natural world 
and people’s relationship with it are 
honored, celebrated, protected and 
sustained. 
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and Smoke Hole Canyon on the South Branch of the Potomac are just a couple hour drive from the DC area. Kent Mason
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In the southern reaches of the Forest is an area so special that West Virginia Rivers Coalition, outdoor groups, and hunters and anglers are collaborating on an effort to protect the headwaters of six signature West Virginia rivers as a national monument. It’s an area known as the Birthplace of Rivers. 
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Not a native to this state, it was the majesty of these mountains and waters, such as the dramatic New River Gorge that brought me here  20 years ago. It’s fighting for their survival that keeps me here and  is why I’m standing before you tonight.
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Because our mountains also hold some of the most valuable coal, timber and natural gas on the planet, and because of the history of weak government oversight of the region’s extractive and polluting industries, our environment and our natural heritage are being permanently degraded at an alarming rate.
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And though mining has always impacted rivers and streams, it was the introduction of mountaintop removal when we saw the most devastating impacts to water quality, wildlife habitat and community health. Over the past several years, NWF has been a gamechanger in working with us on legal actions to compel the federal Office of Surface Mining  to intervene to protect our people, natural resources and wildlife against West Virginia’s illegal and lax oversight of mountaintop-removal coal mining. Thank you Jim Lyon and Jim Murphy.
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I don’t need to say much to this crowd that with our coal, comes the burning of the coal and it’s waste. We are working the Kentucky affiliate, Kentucky Waterways Alliance, to launch a mercury reduction campaign for the Ohio River in the immediate weeks. We hope all of you along the Ohio, Mississippi, Gulf and beyond will join us in these efforts. Simply moving mercury discharges from our air to the water is not the solution.
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And then in our more recent history came the discovery of the Marcellus shale, and now other deep shale plays that coin us as the “Saudi Arabia of North America”. Fracking has turned our rural forested landscapes into industrial complexes, seemingly overnight. We have millions of tons of toxic, radioactive waste generating that no one has a viable long-term plan to deal with in this region. 
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A powerful chemical industry in West Virginia supports energy production. Combined, they form an economic power that has left many West Virginians feeling as though our state has become an energy sacrifice zone.
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But they don’t. Just last month, a train derailed carrying highly volatile Bakken crude oil and spilled into the Kanawha River, shutting down yet another drinking water supply near our capital city. You may have seen the dramatic mushroom cloud explosions in the media. Miraculously no one was killed. These trains continue to travel through our communities, and many of yours. 
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About 50 miles further west of here, in the northern reaches of the Monongahela National Forest, West Virginia’s moniker of the Mountain State is on full display. It’s a place of rugged peaks, and narrow gorges, punctuated by beautiful scenic valleys. The national forest covers nearly a million acres. 
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It’s here, high in these mountains, that millions of American’s drinking water is born. For while we are known as the Mountain State, West Virginia is America’s headwater state. Between the headwaters of the Potomac on one side of the divide and those of the Ohio on the other, millions of Americans get their drinking water that begin in our mountains.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
More than 90 percent of the states native trout streams are in the Forest.
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A water crisis in West Virginia last year awoke a nation to the vulnerability of our drinking water supplies. Last January at least 10,000 gallons of a coal cleaning chemical leaked out of a rusty tank into the Elk River a mile and a half above our state’s largest drinking water system. It poisoned the water of 300,000 people, one in every 6 West Virginians. The health affects of exposure continues to haunt many of them today. 
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In the wake of tragedies such as these that threaten wildlife and human life, the support of NWF and its Choose Clean Water Coalition, helped us to launch the West Virginia Safe Water Roundtable. It was an opportunity to organize beyond the usual suspects. We have faithThe West Virginia Council of churches, the NAACP, small business owners, children’s advocates, sportsman, the tourism industry, community organizations—all are coming together with the understanding that water unites us.Something about crisis transformed; SB373 victory



Rational (Elitist)

Emotional (Populist)

Political 
Concept

Political
Action

Headspace
Think tanks
Scientific studies
Policy experts
Intellectuals
Lawyers/negotiators 

Heart Space
Story tellers
Performers
Charismatic speakers
Media narratives

Outside Game
Community organizers
Activists
Rallies and events
News stories

Inside Game
Lobbyists
Policy advocates
Elected & party officials
Electoral support

Van Jones, EGA Retreat 2012

ENVIRONMENTAL MOVEMENT
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Rational – those making policy decisions on behalf of the peopleEmotional – those who will largely feel impact of the policy decisionsPolitical Concept – the ideas, logic and/or compelling solutions to complex environmental programs (e.g. polluter pays, cap and trade, etc.)Political Action –  activities to move from political concept to adoption of real policies/law.



WVRivers.org

Source Water Protection Planning

Birthplace of Rivers

Water Quality Standards – Aluminum, Selenium, Mercury

Chemical Storage Tanks

Shale Gas Development 

Water Management

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Q&A / discussion
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